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Fourth District Councilman 
George W. Alsop was elected un- 
animously to succeed fellow De- 
mocrat Ray Azar as president of the 
Terre Haute City Council. His elec- 
‘tion came in a special council 
meeting Monday. 

Norma Spork, D-at-large, was 
voted unanimously to succeed Larry 
Kirchner as council vice president. 

_ Alsop, 56, a retired local police 
lieutenant currently employed at the 
city’s wastewater treatment plant, 
replaced Azar, D-3rd, a two-term 
president of the council. 

“We have a good bunch of people 
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and we have a lot of work to do,” 
Alsop said upon his selection. 

The life-long Terre Haute resident 
was appointed to the council to fill 
the unexpired term of the late Jack 
Neaderhiser, who died in 1981. He 
was re-elected to the council in 
November, defeating Sally Stokes 
with 73 percent of the vote. 

Spork, who was elected to a 
second council term in November, 
becomes vice president after serving 
25 years in public-sector employ- 
ment in the county. She currently is 
employed in the county treasurer’s 
office. 
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issue on sunshine agenda 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The City Council failed to discuss 
its appointment of a council member 
to a Hulman Links advisory board 
meeting Thursday night, although 
the item appeared on the council's 
agenda. 

The advisory board is to recom- 
mend to the city parks board a three- 
way liquor-license owner to run 
Hulman Linksrrestaurant-lounge 
concession ai a new clubhouse 
beginning in spring. 

Newly elected Council President 
George Alsop adjourned Thursday's 
meeting despite City Clerk Chuck 
Hanley’s reminder to Alsop that 
discussion of the advisory board 
appointment remained on the agen- 
da. 

No other council member. at- 
tempted to seek discussion on the 
appointment. 

Discussion was to have been part 


of regular sunshine-meeting dis- 
cussion which centered mainly on 
routine appropriations ordinances. 
Action on the appointment and 
ordinances will take place at next 
Thursday’s regular council session. 

The council laid the groundwork 
for Hulman Links’ liquor sales last 
month by amending a local or- 
dinance prohibiting liquor sales on 
park property. Liquor sales now are 
allowed at Hulman Links but on no 
other. park property. à 

Following the meeting, Alsop 
hedged on why no discussion on the 
appointment was fielded by ques- 
tioning whether the council should 
even have ap appointment to the 
advisory board. 

“We don't need to be a watchdog 
on every committee,’’ Alsop said. 

Ray Azar. D-3rd District, said he 
was unaware until after the meeting 
that discussion of the appointment 
was on the agenda. 

An advisory bpard is =) make a 
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recommendation in the next few 
months to the local park board. 
which has ultimate say-so over who 
is selected for the liquor concession. 

Council members also will be 
asked next week to clear the way for 
the sale of Torner House. 1107 S. 
Fourth St. Renovation of the build- 
ing, which formerly housed the 
Girls’ Club, is too extensive to be 
cost-effective, according to Park 
Department staff. 

The council also discussed “the 
following apptopniA tig tse or- 
dinances: 
~*e To put $82,000 from City Re- 
velopment’ into an engineering de- 
partment non-reverting account. The 
account will allow the department to 
buy engineering work from the city 
instead of private engineering firms 
that City Controller Tharon Geckeler 
said are more costly. 

e To earmark $219,000 in federal 
revenue-sharing funds mainly foi 
police salaries. / A 
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in deciding council’s presidenc 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The two Republican members of 
the Terre Haute City Council took 
advantage of a split in Democratic 
ranks and played a deciding role in 
last week’s unaminous selection of 
George Alsop, D-at-large, as council 
president. 

Seven Democrats making up the 
nine-member council failed to 
muster five votes backing either 
Alsop or Larry Kirchner, each of 
whom had lobbied individual council 
members for their support. 

No council member would publicly 
address the behind-the-scenes 
political wrangling that led to 
Alsop’s_ selection, but interviews 
with most council members in- 


dicated council newcomer Louis J. 
Duby, D-at-large, was instrumental 
in Alsop’s selection. 

Duby apparently backed Alsop's 
selection from the outset, along with 


JAC GK H) 
a] ne Cook and Willian 
Price. Norma Spork, D-at-large, who 
apparently was on an unofficial 
Alsop-Spork ‘‘ticket’’ as a vice 
presidential-designate, was the other 
original Alsop backer. 

Kirchner, a former council presi- 
dent and the leading vote-getter in 
the November 1983 general election, 
could garner only four votes, includ- 
ing those belonging to June Hanley, 
lst District; Judy Anderson, 6th 
District; outgoing Council President 
Ray Azar, 3rd District, and his own. 

Hanley apparently was the vice 
presidential-designate on an- unof- 
ficial Kirchner-Hanley ‘‘ticket’’ 
following an abortive attempts last 
year and this to secure the presiden- 
cy herself. 

Kirchner said he released his 
votes when the impasse became 
apparent, allowing Alsop’s assent to 
the presidency. 

“They [Democrats] handed it to us 
on a Silver platter,” Price said. “If 
they can’t come up with five votes 
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out of the seven Democrats to 
determine who’s president, it’s no 
fault of the Republican Party.” 

Price made no pretense that he 
likely is to be named finance 
committee chairman, a post he co- 
chaired last year with Anderson. 
Finance committee chairman is 
perceived as the most prestigious of 
the four council committee posts. 

Other presidential duties include 
conducting meetings and keeping 
members apprised of when those 
meeting are scheduled. Members 
don’t attach much importance to the 
president’s role. 

Anderson said regular council 
members are as likely to receive 
citizens’ complaints, as does the 
president, and the pay is no dif- 
ferent. Both president and council 
members all receive annual $3,200 
salaries. 
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Council names Azar 
to Hulman Links panel 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Councilman Ray Azar, D-3rd Dis- 


trict, was appointed to a proposed 
six-member Hulman Links Advisory 
Board in a regular City Council 
meeting Thursday. 

Azar joins Parks Superintendent 
Pat Ralston. Park Board president 
Kenneth Coy, Bud Perry, Doug Grim 
and Fred Rubey on the proposed 
board. Perry, Grim and Rubey 
spearheaded a fund drive last year 
collecting $375,000 for a Hulman 
Links clubhouse. 

The advisory board is to recom- 
mend a three-way liquor-license 
ower suitable to operate a Hulman 
Links clubhouse restaurant/lounge. 

Four potential bidders have ex- 
pressed interest in operating the 
restaurant/lounge so far, City Parks 
Superintendent Pat Ralston said 


Thursday. He added that the ad- 
visory board's recommendation to 
the park board will be made on or 
before the park board’s March 27 
meeting. 

The winning bidder would have 
three months to set up operations. 
Construction consultant Shelton 
Hannig has indicated clubhouse con- 
struction will be completed 
sometime in June. 

The bid will be awarded to the 
entrant offering the city the highest 
percentage of gross revenues. 

Ralston said Thursday he will ask 
members of the park board to 
approve a resolution Jan. 24 making 
the advisory unit a legal entity. The 
park board will act on his recom- 
mendation establishing a six- 
member unit. 

The advisory board will write 
specifications for the 
restaurant/lounge and will advertise 
bids. ` 
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Telephone installers 


By Joe Baker! s JAN 1 3 1984 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


American Telephone and Tele- 
graph Co.’s breakup has resulted in 
increased numbers of persons buying 
their own telephones. That, in turn, 
has generated a market for phone 
installation. 

In reaction, the City Council on 
Thursday night gave unanimous 
approval to a city administration- 
supported ordinance requiring phone 
installers to obtain annual permits 
before they can legally make in- 
stallations. 

The consumer-protection measure 
was sought to halt local operation of 
fly-by-night phone installers. City 
Attorney Robert Effner told council 
members. 

In other business, 
approved: 

° A Redevelopment Department 
request to put $82,000 in an engineer- 
ing department non-reverting fund 
that will allow redevelopment to 
contract engineering services from 
the city engineer instead of private 
engineering firms which are con- 
sidered more costly. 

e A $92,000 appropriation for a 
Hulman Links non-reverting account 


the council 
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now need city permit 


to fund golf course supplies and 
another employee at $10,000 a year. 
Patrick Ralston, parks superinten- 
dent, said the appropriation involves 
only money generated by the self- 
supporting Hulman Links and not tax 
revenue. 


e A $219,778 appropriation out of 
the city’s $1 million in federal 
revenue-sharing funds was sought 
for salaries of seven police depart- 
ment workers and 54 school-crossing 
guards. Part of the appropriation, 
$35,000, was sought for Hyte Com- 
munity Center capital improve- 
ments. 


e Ordinances to approve the sale 
of Torner House, former home of the 
Terre Haute Girls’ Club, and to set 
up a Park Department account into 
which proceeds would go. 
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fire ordinance 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Terre Haute City Council senti- 
ment appears to be weighted against 
Mayor P. Pete Chalos’ proposed 
local fire-prevention ordinance. 

Members were virtually un- 
amimous they cannot support the 
measure until answers are obtained 
to questions centering mainly on 
requiring smoke detectors in every 
loca! apartment. 

The proposal also mandates busi- 
ness leaders and apartment owners 
to submit to annual inspections by a 
fire-prevention bureau and be re- 
quired to purchase permits. 

Chalos said he will seek council 
action on the proposal in March. City 
Attorney Bob Effner said public 
comment will be considered in 
reshaping the proposal. 

The proposed ordinance calls for 
the bureau to be made up of Chalos 
administration officiais, including 
the building, electrical and fire 
inspectors and the city engineer. The 
fifth member would be a local 
resident to be nominated by the 
mayor and selected by the Board of 
Public Works. 

Councilman Ray Azar, D-3rd Dis- 
trict, questioned who is liable for 
fire damage when a smoke detector, 
thought to be working properly, 
fails. Also he questioned the makeup 
of the proposed five-member bureau, 
saying the council should be able to 
appoint at least one person to it. 

Council President George Alsop, 
_D-4th, said he agrees with the intent 
of the proposed ordinance, but 
cannot support it until ambiguous 
language is clarified. 

He echoed Chalos’ argument 
favoring the proposal, saying the 
city should be interested in protect- 


ing life first and property second. 

Council newcomer Joe Duby. D-at- 
large, said he couldn't accept the 
proposal for at least two reasons, but 
declined to say what those were until 
he has spoken to Alsop. 

Other members raised issues. 
objections and questions in saying 
they cannot support the ordinance as 
it stands: 

e Bill Price, R-2nd, echoing Azar's 
argument, said the smoke-detector 
issue shifts liability from tenant to 
landlord. He contends that manufac- 
turer's suggestions for locating de- 
tectors conflict with ordinance re- 
quirements. 

e Larry Kiztchner, D-at-large, 
questioned why smoke detectors 
cannot be placed just in apartment 
buildings’ hallways or other common 
areas instead of in all apartment 
units. He questioned also whether 
the smoke-detector rule extends to 
rented single-family homes. 

e June Hanley, D-2nd, said she 
would go along with dropping the 
idea of a bureau if it posed an 
obstacle to passing the ordinance. 


She favors the smoke-detector rule > 


but said remaining sections of the 
ordinance ‘‘need a lot of work.” 

e Norma Spork, D-at-large, ques- 
tioned who is liable for the upkeep of 
detectors and who is responsible for 
replacing a stolen detector. 

e Judith Anderson, D-6th. could 
not be pinned down on how she stood 
on the proposal, but she also raised 
the liability issue surrounding the 
smoke-detector rule. 

e Council newcomer Jim Cook. 
R-5th, was not immediately 
available for cominent. 
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By Joe Baker ri 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 24 


Terre Haute’s City Council on 
Thursday granted tax breaks on new 
construction and equipment acquist- 


tions for International Minerals amd’ 


Chemical Corp. and Hoosier 
Fiberglass Inc. 

Council members voted un- 
animously to grant tax abatements 
for a five-building IMC anima) 
research center under constructitn 
east of town. The corporation 're- 
ceived city approval for a $4 million 
low-interest industrial revenue bonu 
late last year: 

Hoosier Fiberglass was approved 
for tax abatement on a $100,000 
plant-expansion project. 

With tax abatements, property 
taxes are phased in over either a 
five- or 10-year period — five years 
on equipment acquisition and 710 
years for remodeling and new con- 
struction. 

In an accompanying move, the 
council responded to state legislation 
modifying tax abatements. The 
council approved a resolution requir- 
ing that economic revitalization 
areas be designated for businesse: 
granted tax abatements. a 


The revitalization areas had been. 


referred to as urban developmént 
areas. City officials say the change 
only clarified language in the law, 

Another resolution declared busi- 
nesses already approved for i 
abatement as economic revit 
tion areas. 

In other action, the council ‘pf 
ficially dropped consideration of~ 
rezoning of 2236 Lafayette Ave. fro 
residential use to ‘commercial 
Property owner Clifford Stephen} 
asked that action be halted in the 
face of neighborhood oppositio! 
claiming properties would be dé- 
valued if Stephens turned his home 
into a detective agency. 
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By Joe Baker . 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


; The Terre Haute City Council last 

week assigned to committee several 
proposed ordinances. Among them is 
one which designates truck routes 
for the city for the first time. 
Another would tighten city control of 
local waste disposal. 

The proposals will be discussed 
during a March 1 sunshine session 
and acted on during a March 8 
meeting. 

The city has been operating under 
a state statute allowing truck travel 
on state roads and city streets 
required for reaching certain 
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destinations. 

Portions of 14 of the city’s major 
through streets would be designated 
truck routes under a proposed re- 
vision of the city’s traffic code. 

Besides defining a truck as a 
vehicle weighing more than 5,000 
pounds, the proposal says a vehicle 
with more than one rear axle 
qualifies as a truck, City Engineer 
Louis Glascock said last week. 

Vans, %-ton pickup trucks and 
recreational vehicles such as 
campers would not be under the 
code’s purview, Glascock said. 

On the sewage-treatment 
proposal, the city is seeking legal 
backing to analyze waste brought to 
the treatment facility by private 
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septic-tank cleaners. 

An amendment to the city’s health 
and sanitation code would require 
local septic-tank cleaning businesses 
to dump all waste at the Sewage 
Disposal plant. 

Plant supervisor Phil Thompson, 
who sought the measure, said the 
amendment is ‘‘to give us the legal 
means to analyze the waste they 
bring to us.” 

A proposed ordinance receiving 
first reading during Thursday’s City 
Council meeting was a $400,000 
appropriation of road and street 
funds the city receives as a cut of 
State gasoline-tax proceeds. 

The ordinance must be approved 
and a state board of tax com- 


missioner hearing must be con- 
ducted before funds are actually 
spent on street repair, City Con- 
troller Tharon Geckeler said. 

In other action, the council: 

e Tabled a proposal vacating a 
part of Duane Avenue, near Barbour 
Avenue and 24th Street. Sparkle 
Pools Inc., 2225 N. 25th St., had 
sought action on the property, which 
bòrders on railroad tracks, in an 
effort to buy it for expanding 
business facilities. Action on the 
propsal is expected next month. 

¢ Amended an ordinance authoriz- 
ing $213,000 in federal revenue- 
Sharing funds be spent to pay 96 
school-crossing guards and four 
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easures go to committees 


police clerical employees and a f 
police legal adviser. 

e Heard the first reading of an 
ordinance to rezone 2.3 acres at 1517 
S. Third Street from residential to 
limited community commerce use 
for petitioners Ruth and Marion 
Nasser and Josephine Azar. 

e Heard another residential-to- 
limited-commerce rezoning request 
for 625 N. 13th St. Petitioner Jerome 
W. Lehman apparently is making 
official the property’s use as busi- 
ness offices since 1957. 

e Approved the addition of a 
$10,000-a-year assistant golf 
professional for Hulman Links and 
$3-an-hour concession-stand workers 
for city parks. 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


City Council members Monday 
were unanimous that a proposed 
ordinance designating truck routes 
for the first time in Terre Haute 
cannot pass without revisions. 

Action on the city-administration 
proposal, scheduled at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday in City Hall, may be tabled 
until the routes are revised and 
trucks affected by the ordinance are 
properly defined, members said. 

One route apparently destined for 
the scrap heap is Eighth Avenue, 
from Third to 19th streets. It runs 
past Union Hospital. 

Council President George Alsop, 
D-4th District, leads no fewer than 
three other council members op- 
posed to a truck route in such close 
proximity to a hospital. 

Jim Cook, R-5th, who was one of 
them, also questioned if Lafayette 
Avenue, from Locust Street to 
Haythorne Avenue, can withstand 
truck traffic. He was among eight of 
the nine council members who said 
they could not support the ordiance 
unless revisions were made. 

Larry Kirchner, D-at-large, was 
on vacation and the only member not 
contacted. 

Norma. Spork, © D-at-large, said 
residents. questioning the Eighth 
Avenue designation were among a 
torrent of Fae ae ‘who also ques- 

ti 


tioned desi; kport Road, 
iruihaMarger enue | towHulman 
Street. rq $ 


June Barley & D-ist, who also 
questioned -the Lockport. Road de- 


council 
Proposed truck routes 


Here’s a list of streets the P. Pete Chalos administration is 


proposing as truck routes: 


Signation, said she may seek to 
restrict truck traffic to daytime 
hours around Margaret Avenue and 
19th Street. 

Spork echoed sentiment of other 
council members who apparently 
will go along with Joe Duby, D-at- 
large, and his attempt to seek 
delivery trucks excluded from the 
purview of the ordinance. Duby 
drives as beer truck for a local 
distributor. 

Besides designating truck routes. 
the city administration’s bid to 
update the city’s traffic code would 
define a truck as a vehicle weighing 
more than 5,000 pounds and having 
more than one rear axle. 

Vans, %-ton pickup trucks and 
recreational vehicles such as com- 
apers would not be under the code's 


purview, City Engineer Louis 


Glascock said. 
In other council reaction to the 


¢ Fort Harrison Road, from Third Street to Fruitridge Avenue. 
* Maple Avenue, from 19th Street to Fruitridge Avenue. 

* Eighth Avenue, from Third to 19th streets. 

è Locust Street, from Third to 13th streets. 

* Poplar Street, from Third Street to Keane Lane. 

+ Hulman Street, from Third to 13th streets. 

* Voorhees Street, from Indiana 63 to 13th Street. 

e Margaret Avenue, from Indiana 63 to east city limits. 

è 13th Street, from Voorhees Street to Haythorne Avenue. 
* Fruitridge Avenue, from Margaret to Wabash avenues. 

è Blakely Street, from Wabash Avenue to Locust Street. 

¢ Lafayette Avenue, Locust Street to Haythorne Avenue. 

* Lockport Road, from Margaret Avenue to Hulman Street. 


proposal: 

e Judy Anderson, D-5th, ques- 
tioned what impact the proposal 
would have on law enforcement. City 
Police Chief Gerald Loudermilk said 
Monday he was assessing the impact 
and would report to the council 
Thursday. z 

e Ray Azar, D-3rd, questioned 
school-safety implications of de- 


signating Maple Avenue, which runs — 


by North Vigo High School, as a 
truck route. He said also he needs to 
hear more discussion on excluding 
delivery trucks from under the 
ordiance’s purview before he would 
consider passing it. 

¢ William Price, R-2nd, said no 
justification exists for designating 
»South Fruitridge and» Margaret 
Avenue as truck routes. “‘Where are 
the trucks coming from and going 
{on those streets}?”’ he m 


uo 


TS MARS 


ead 
By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Terre Haute will remain without 
truck routes for at least another 
1onth after the City Council tabled 
ction Thursday on an ordinance 
amending the local traffic code. 
- Council members want to take a 
tour of the 14 city administration- 
proposed routes to determine which 
of the 14 should be scrapped or 
replaced with other routes. 
- Councilwoman Norma Spork, D- 
at-large, presented a petition bear- 
names of persons objecting to 


ruck 


i ee Lockport Road, from 
Ninth to 13 streets, as a truck route. 

Council objections to designating 
Eighth Avenue, from Third to 19th 
streets, received support of Frank 
Hoffman, a Union Hospital 
spokesman, who questioned the safe- 
ty of patients and visitors crossing 
Eighth Avenue to the hospital from 
parking areas. 

The truck routes are contained in 
a proposed revision of the city traffic 
code. Bill Fairbach, an Indianapolis 
engineer who assisted in the re- 
vision, said a revision defining a 
truck as having more than one rear 
axle or more than two wheels and 
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having 4 an empty weight of more 
than 5,000 pounds is-used statewide. 

Some council sentiment has 
emerged that delivery trucks should 
be excluded from the truck defini- 
tion. The proposal thus far only 
excludes vans and campers. 

Delivery trucks legally would 
have to travel a truck route to the 
nearest point of destination, then 
take the shortest route to the 
destination. Fairbach acknowledged 
enforcing the ordinance against de- 
livery drivers would be virtually 
impossible. 

In other council action: 

e A tax break on new remodeling 


t 


“ane and equipment iion was 
approved for a new northside busi- 
ness. , 

A tax-abatement area was de- 
signated to accommodate Bill 
Curley, who owns Wabash Millwork 
Co., 811 N. 22nd St. He said he 
expected to spend at least $100,000 
for remodeling and new equipment. 

Tax abatement means Curley will 
save 50 percent of property taxes 
over 10 years on remodeling costs 
and 50 percent on new equipment 
costs over five years. 

New state laws 


meeting. 
+e; The local-health and 
code was amended to 
sewage-treatment plant | 
ing in analyzing sewage 
to the plant. = 


e Twor aid ntial propel 
ned for E us 
out A 1517S. Third St and 6 
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City Council assi 
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seeking residential property rezoned 
for commercial use, were assigned 
to committee during Thursday’s 
regular City Council meeting. 

' The measures will be: discussed 
May 3 and acted upon- during a 
regular council meeting on May 10. 
| The ordinances seek 1001 Walnut 
St. rezoned from limited community 
commerce to a general central 
business designation; 114-122 S. 10⁄2 
St., from limited commerce to light 
industry; 706 S. 13th St., from 
residential to heavy industry; the 
northwest corner of Seventh and 
Wheeler streets, from residential to 
neighborhood commerce use; the 
northeast corner of 24th Street and 
Fort Harrison Road, from residen- 
tial to neighborhood commerce; and 
465 S. 13th St., from residential to 
iimited commerce. ’ 
' New business assigned to commit- 
tee includes seven appropriations 
prdinances totaling nearly $1 
million. 

| Some $500,000 (out of $778,182) of 
1984 federal revenue-sharing funds 
has been earmarked for a new 
street-department garage. Another 


$250,000 will be asked approved for 
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ing Hulman Airpark, a in- 
dustrial development site east of 

town. 

Other revenue-sharing allocation 
proposals are for $5,265 to go into a 
Public Employee Retirement Fund 
and $2,798 to pay Social Security for 
city workers. 

The three remaining appropria- 
tion proposals call for $120,000 in the 
city’s general fund to be approved 
for city transit operating assistance; 
$100,000 in city engineering depart- 
ment funds to be set aside for 
contracted services; and $342 from 
the general fund to the city con- 
troller’s office for supplies. 

Three amendments have been 
offered to the city’s 1967 com- 
prehensive zoning ordinance. One 
would raise variance-application 
fees from $20 to $30; another would 
alter requirements for designating 
parking spaces for businesses zoned 
in a strip business district; and the 
third would designate other uses 
permitted for strip-zoned busi- 
nesses. n | 

Another proposed ordinance would 
vacate an alley near Maple Avenue 
and North 6% Street. 
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Truck-route measure finds 


itself st 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A measure designating the city’s 
first set of designated truck routes 
was tabled for another month during 
Thursday’s regular City Council 
meeting. 

Councilmembers Joe Duby, D-at- 
large, and William Price, R-2nd, 
sought the motion to table. Duby said 
a bid to make Margaret Avenue a 
truck route has been met with some 
opposition, while Price continued to 
question why Fruitridge Avenue 
remains on the list for what he says 
is for no apparent reason. 

The motion passed, 8-1, with June 
Hanley, D-ist, casting the lone 
dissenting vote. 

The measure will be discussed at 
a May 3 sunshine meeting and acted 
upon during the following May 10 
meeting. 

_A‘truck would be defined, under 
the proposal, as a 5,000-pound vehi- 
cle with either two rear axles or 
more than two rear wheels. 

Previous rules stipulated only the 
weight requirement. Vans and other 
recreational vehicles are excluded 
from the truck definition. 

The proposed truck routes are, 


Fort Harrison Road, from Third 
Street to Fruitridge Avenue, 


led 
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Lockport Road, from 14% to 13th 
streets; 14% Street, from Lockport 
Road to Margaret Avenue; Locust 
Street, from Third to 13th streets: 
Poplar Street, from Third Street to 
Keane Lane; and Hulman Street, 
from Third to 13th streets. 

Also, Voorhees Street, from In- 
diana 63 to 13th Street; Margaret 
Avenue, from Indiana 63 to east city 
limits; 13th Street, from Voorhees 
Street to Haythorne Avenue; 
Fruitridge Avenue, from Margaret 
to Wabash avenues; Fruitridge 
Avenue, from Locust Street to 
Haythorne Avenue; Blakely Street, 
from Wabash Avenue to Locust 
Street and Lafayette Avenue, from 
Locust Street to Haythorne Avenue. 

Other action Thursday involved 
approval of ordinances appropriat- 
ing some of the more than $780,000 
the city is to receive in 1984 federal 
revenue-sharing funds. 


The City Parks Department will 
get $60,000 to overhaul the Deming 
Park pool; the city attorney’s office, 
$25,000, for settling lawsuits, funding 
equipment service contracts and 
paying deposition and expert-witness 
fees; $13,500 for Terre Haute Youth 
Symphony operating expenses; 
$10,000 for the Swope Art Gallery 
and $15,000 for the Humane Shelter. 

Sparkle Pools Inc., 2225 N. 25th 
St., and MAB Paints, 630 N. Third 
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St., were granted requests to have 
some city property vacated. 


Sparkle wants a portion of Duane 
Avenue, adjacent to its property, to 
expand its business and fence the 
area for security. Company officials 
vow to clean up the property 
abutting railroad tracks which has 
become a desolate, trash- pumping 
ground. 

The other vacated city property 
involved half an alley at Third and 
Fourth streets, off of Wabash 
Avenue. It was vacated to help 
accommodate MAB’s move to Third 
Street and Wabash Avenue into new 
$700,000 facilities sometime before 
fall. 

Two rezoning requests were ap- 
proved. A part of the 2600 block of 
South First Street, where the Apple 
House, 2711 S. Third St., wants to 
build two greenhouses, was rezoned 
from residential to restricted busi-' 
ness use. 

The other rezoning is to accom- 
modate the Eagles club, which 
wants to turn the former. Torner 
House, 1107 S. Fourth St., into a 
clubhouse for parties. The property 
was zoned for two-family use and. 
was included in a strip business 
distict. Now the property is listed as 
a general residential district. 
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to override veto Friday 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Terre Haute City Council is 
expected to override Mayor P. Pete 
Chalos’ veto of a contoversial 
fluoridation resolution in a special 
4:30 p.m. meeting Friday in City 
Hall. 

A five-member majority of the 
council, which supported the resolu- 

“tion when it passed 6-3 two weeks 
ago, signed a petition requesting the 
special call. 

The majority signing for the 
special call included Councilmen 
Larry Kirchner, D-at-large; Ray 
Azar, D-3rd; William Price, R-2nd, 
who introduced the resolution and 
sought the special call; Jim Cook, 
R-5th, and Judy Anderson, D-6th. 

In addition, Councilman Joe Duby, 
D-at-large, who had been un- 
available to sign the special call, 
said he supported having the Friday 
meeting so he could vote to override 
the Chalos veto. 

The six votes amount to a required 
two-thirds majority for a successful 
override of what Chalos_ said 
Wednesday was probably the first 
veto he has cast since taking office 
in 1980. He was uncertain of whether 
he fallowed through on a threatened 
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MAYOR P. PETE CHALOS 
Opposed to override 


veto early in his administration. 
The meeting apparently will be 
conducted without Council President 
George Alsop, D-4th, and Norma 
Spork, D-at-large. Alsop said he 
made arrangements to be out of 
town over the Memorial Day holiday 
and Spork said a family death has 
forced her to miss the meeting. — 
Council members participating in 
Friday's override attempt will have 
to elect a president pro-tem to 
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‘conduct the meeting. 

Both Alsop and Spork voted in 
opposition to fluoridation. The other. 
council member opposed was Coun- 
cilwoman June Hanley, D-ist. 

Alsop said he was opposed to the 
special call. He indicated the over- 
ride attempt should be taken up at 
the June 12 council meeting. f 

Chalos said he considered the 
special call an expression of the 
council’s wish to dispose = the 
fluoridation issue. 

Chalos remained adamant in a 
defiance of fluoridation, calling it 
forced medication. 

“I have a very strong feeling that 
I am not going to shift away from 
that I don’t have any business telling 
anybody what medicine to take,” 
Chalos said. 

Chalos criticized a group S 
persons, led by Vigo County Health 
Officer Dr. W.W. Drummy, that first 
pressed the fluoridation issue nearly 
three months ago, and Tribune-Star_ 
Editor Richard Roth and Publisher: 
Arnold McDonald. 

“The implications ... that they are 
the intelligent people trying to tell us 
that we are the stupid people — I 
think that’s the most ridiculous thing 
I have ever heard,” Chalos said. 
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By Jós Bak er 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Terre Haute City Council 
voted 6-1 Friday to override Mayor 
P. Pete Chalos’ veto of a resolution 
to add fluoride to the city’s water. 

Councilman William Price, R-2nd 
District, who both sponsored the 
resolution and sought the override, 
was seconded by Councilman Joe 
Duby, D-at-large. Those two were 
joined in the majority vote by 
Councilmen Larry Kirchner, D-at- 
large; Ray Azar, D-3rd; Jim Cook, 
R-5th; and Judy Anderson, D-¢th. 
Councilwoman June Hanley, D-1st, 
cast the lone vote against the 
resolution. Absent from Friday vote 
as expected were Council President 
George Alsop and Vice President 
Norma Spork. 

“My original idea,” Price said, 
was that ‘‘the council was intelligent 
enough to take the information ... 
and make the right decision. We’ve 
had the proof here this afternoon.” 

Hanley said she was not personal- 
ly opposed to fluoridation, but was 
respecting constituents’ wishes. 

“Tm a politician and I don’t 
apologize for that,” she said. “I did 
what most of them [constituents] 
wanted me to do, but it’s not always 
easy.” 

Both Alsop and Spork had been 
opposed to fluoridation when the 
council voted 6-3 earlier this month 
to request fluoridation. 

Spork said a family death Wednes- 
day prevented her from being at 
Friday’s meeting. Alsop directed 
veiled criticism at Price, whom he 
said in a letter to the council had not 
been given notice of the special 
meeting and that a prior out-of-town 
commitment forced his absence. 

In Alsop’s and Spork’s absences, 
the remaining seven members had to 
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first select a president pro tem, 
Kirchner, to conduct the meeting. 

Chalos said of the override: ‘It’s 
a sad day in Terre Haute when six 
people think they have the authority 
to medicate everybody’s water. 

“For whatever reasons the council 
may have had, I hope they were 
honest and that they can live with 
it,’ Chalos added. “I certainly 
couldn’t live with medicating 
anybody’s anything.” 

Vigo County Health Officer Dr. 
W.W. Drummy, who spearheaded 
the fluoridation movement, said, 
“The forces for a progressive Terre 
Haute ... have taken a big step 
forward for the children and for 
dental health in this community.” - 

He credited council supporters for 
the ‘‘courage to withstand the on- 
slaughts of irrational antifluorida- 
tionists with no concern for the 
children...” 

The override clears the way for 
the council to make its formal 
request to Indiana-American Water 
Co. to fluoridate. Company Manager 
Joseph Sauer has indicated the 
company would honor the request. 

Indiana-American Business 
Manager Tom Rowe said the com- 
pany will not begin to look into 
acquiring fluoridation equipment 
until smoke has cleared from any 
legal fallout that might occur. 

Beth Carpenter, a local nurse who a 
has been attempting to rally opposi- 3 
tion to fluoridation, said legal: 
counsel has been retained and nearly (= 
$2,000 collected in a bid to prevent : i. 
Indiana-American from fluoridating.~* 

Emanuel Roth, the Allentown, `> 
Pa., restaurant-equipment salesman : > 
who has helped anti- fluoridation £: 
forces, remains in the picture. Duby 
confirmed that Roth, who heads7 
Coalition for Pure Water, had called 
Wednesday urging him to switch his 
vote on the override. 
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controversial fluoridation resolu- 
tion, the Terre Haute City Council 
stands poised to tackle another 
political hot potato: A city ad- 
ministration-suppported fire-preven- 
tion ordinance. 

Councilwoman June Hanley, 
D-2nd District, introduced the 
proposal that mandates smoke de- 
tectors be placed in all the city’s 
apartments and calls for creation of 
a fire-prevention bureau to be 
charged with conducting annual 
apartment-house inspections. 

The proposal, placed in a council 
committee for study on Thursday, 
faces public scrutiny in a July 5 
sunshine session. The measure is 
scheduled to be acted upon at a 
regular July 12 council meeting. 

The plan, championed by the P. 
Pete Chalos administration as a 
safeguard for tenants’ lives and 
property, is decried by apartment 
owners as imminent abuse of power. 

Chalos has indicated that the 
Wabash Valley Apartment Owners 
Association, purporting to represent 
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1,000 city apartments, is fearful the 
ordinance will shift a burden of 
liability on owners in the event_of 
smoke-detector malfunction. 

The proposal mentions liability to 
the extent that it makes landlords 
responsible for maintaining bat- 
teries for battery-powered detec- 
tors. Also, “The owner ... is 
responsible for [the buildings’ 
maintenance in a safe condition.” 

Association President Harold 
Newby agrees the liability issue is a 
basis for opposition that is not 
addressed in the proposed ordinance. 


Hanley, in announcing in April 
that she would introduce the 
proposal, said she wanted the 


measure on the council floor even if 
it meant subjecting it to a plethora 
of amendments. 

Newby also has raised fears that 
a fire-prevention bureau would place 
landlords at the mercy of inspectors 
who would order repairs above 
building-code standards and force up 
rental rates. d 

An average rent of $150 a month 


troversial- 
fire » measure before council 


A month agate passage of a; 


stands to rise by $30, As iy main- 
tains. 

“Terre Haute te ie afford higher 
rents,’’ Newby said. 

Chalos, as evidence of support for 
tenants, has looked askance at some 
apartment owners, whom he 
described as looking for the highest 
rental rates for as little property 
investment as possible. 

Meanwhile, in other new business, 
the council suspendeded rules on. 
final approval of $2 million in 
industrial revenue bonds for M.A.B. 
Paints construction of a retail facili- 
ty at Third Street and Wabash 
Avenue and another facility at 
M.A.B.’s current site at 630 N. Third 
St. 

Rules were suspended at.M.A.B.’s 
request to finalize financing ar- 
rangements for the project that is” 
already -under construction. : 

The $2 million in bonding autharliey, 
enables M.A.B. to-negotiate a loan 
interest rate at below prime, but the 
city is under no financial obligation 
in the event of a bond default, 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Terre Haute City Council 
hammered out a compromise Thurs- 
day, allowing a restricted rezoning 
of 2410 S. Seventh St. to accom- 
modate the establisment of a 
barbershop in a residential property. 

The council, needing a two-thirds 
vote because of Vigo County Area 
Plan opposition, approved the rezon- 
ing 6-2 over the objections of 
Councilmen Ray Azar, D-3rd Dis- 
trict, and Jim Cook, R-5th. 

Azar contended the restricted 
rezoning, mandating that the proper- 
ty revert to residential status if it is 
no longer used as a barbershop, is a 
violation of the city’s comprehensive 
zoning ordinance. City Attorney 
Robert Effner said the restriction 
was legal. 

Cook placed himself on the side of 
10 petitioning neighbors in voting to 
reject the rezoning. 

“As property owners, I respect 
their rights,” Cook said. 

Voting in favor of the restricted 
rezoning were Councilmen Larry 
Kirchner, D-at-large; Joe Duby, D- 
at-large; June Hanley, D-1st; 
William Price, R-2nd, and Judy 
Anderson, D-6th. Councilwoman 
Norma Spork, D-at-large, was not 
present. 

“We are not agreeable [to the 
rezoning], but we feel it’s all.we can 


do,” one opposing neighbor said of 
the compromise. 

The measure will allow Ed Outcalt 
to move his nearby barbershop into 
a vacated residential property near 
the corner of Voorhees and Seventh 
streets, across from St. Margaret 
Mary’s Church. The church agreed 
to allow barbershop parking on 
church property. 

Among five other rezonings ap- 
proved Thursday was one changing a 
heavy-industry zone to limited com- 
munity commerce, enabling former 
local grid standout Craig Shaffer, 
currently a St. Louis Cardinals 
linebacker, to open a fitness center 
in the old Smith and Decker building 
at 1026 Wabash Ave. 

Another rezoning will clear the 
way for another fitness center. The 
council OK’d rezoning of a residen- 
tial property for commercial use at 
800 S. Seventh St. The other half of 
Simrell’s Tavern was formally a 
waterbed outlet. 

The remaining rezonings included 
1930 Washington Ave., from two- 
family residential to neighborhood 
commerce; 1516 Lafayette Ave., 
from residential to general residen- 
tial, and 910 Spruce St., from 
residential to neighborhood com- 
merce. 

Also, the council targeted a 
blighted area bounded by Ninth, 
13th, Poplar and Crawford streets as 
an economic revitalization area, 
clearing the way for property-tax 
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breaks on new investment. 

Federal revenue-sharing requests 
totaling $230,000 ‘were approved, 
$150,000 of which is for as many as 
16 police cars and $80,000, in part, for 
reroofing vandalized facilities at 
Fairbanks, Sheridan and Voorhees 
parks. 

Part of the parks appropriation 
was to go for a clubhouse at Rea 
Park, but Parks Superintendent Pat 
Ralston announced Hulman and Co. 
President Joe Cloutier has donated a 


$25,000 storage shed that will be | 


suitable as a clubhouse. 

In other action: 

e Salaries were increased to the 
mimimum-wage rate of $3.35 for 
parks concession-stand workers, 
enabling the Parks Department to 
participate in a state program that 
will reimburse the department for 
half the wages for Indiana State 
University students hired to staff the 
stands. 

e Two proposed ordinances were 
tabled, including one to vacate part 
of North Second Street, near Locust 
Street. Another was for raising 
variance-application fees to $0 from 


e An ordinance and accompanying 
amendment were approved, clearing 
the way for a boost in pay for local 
inspector Tom Shoaff, 
retroactive to Jan. 1, who received 
national certification as an inspector 
in 1983. _ r 
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moke-detector issue before 
council’s sunshine session 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Local apartments would become 
subject to annual inspections and 
owners would be required to install 
smoke detectors in apartments 
under a proposal awaiting Terre 
Haute City Council action. 

The proposed amendment to the 
1964 local housing code, that was 
assigned last month to a committee 
of the whole council, faces public 
scrutiny during a sunshine session 
Thursday and council action on July 
12 


The measure is a scaled-down 
version of a P. Pete Chalos-ad- 
ministration plan that would have 
established a separate fire-preven- 
tion bureau in addition to requiring 
smoke detectors in apartments. 

The plan was scuttled earlier this 
year in the face of opposition — 
mainly from the Wabash Valley 


Apartment Owners Association — 
before it reached the council floor. 

Purview of the current housing 
code would be expanded to govern 
not only hotels and rooming houses, 
but apartments as well. 

Apartments, in turn, would 
become subject to the same inspec- 
tions that hotel and rooming houses 
now are subjected. 

But instead of inspections being 
conducted at $5 on a semi-annual 
basis, as provided for under the 
current ordinance, one $10 inspection 
would be conducted annually. 

Current inspections, directed by 
the city fire department and Vigo 
County health officer, are made: to 
determine whether owners conform 


ito city health and fire-prevention 


ordinances and state statute. 
Thrust of the smoke-detector rule 
would require smoke detectors — 
approved by Underwriters 
Laboratory — to be installed in each 
bedroom or sleeping area of each 


hotel, motel, rooming and apartment 


house. 

The proposal also places the 
responsibility of maintaining bat- 
tery-powered detectors on owners 
“unless otherwise agreed to in 
writing between the owner and the 


person leasing or occupying the 


premises.” R 
Other features of the Coun- 
cilwoman June Hanley, D-ist,- 
proposed amendment, 
with the 1964 ordinance: 


e Owners would apply for inspec-- 
tions through the city-administration 


Board of Public Works and Safety 
instead of through the Vigo County 
health officer. + 


e Inspection fees would continue to - 


feed into the city general fund, a 


comparison of the proposed amend- 


ment and 1964 ordinance shows. 
Those fees are spent on fire-depart- 
ment educational activities, Chalos 
said. 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Revenue from a local property-tax 
increase, raising an average tax bill 
on a $21,000 house by $2.50 a year for 
the next three years, would go into 
a street-improvement fund if ap- 
proved by the Terre Haute City 
` Council. 

A cumulative capital develop- 

ent-fund proposal faces public 
“discussion i in a City Council sunshine 
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session Thursday and council action 
on July 12. 

The fund was approved during the 
last session of the General Assembly 
as a spinoff from a county option 
income tax. The fund tax would be 
in addition to the property-tax levy. 

The city tax rate would rise 4 
cents per $100 of assessed valuation 
in 1985 and would go to 8 cents in 1986 
and 12 cents in 1987 — the maximum 
Sipa under development-fund 

islation. 
erefore, if the city’s 1984 tax 
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rate remained the same in those 
three years, 4 cents would incréase 
the current 5.108 city tax to 5.148 in 
1985, 5.188 in 1986 and 5.228 in 1987. 

On a $21,000 house, whose assessed 
valuation would be $7,000, the .04 tax- 
rate rise would tack on $2.50 in 1985, 
using a 1984 city tax rate of 5.108. 
The tax would double in 1986 to $5 
and triple to $7.50 in 1987. 

Based on the city’s total assessed 
valuation of $153,293,680 in 1984, the 
development-fund tax would 
generate $613,172 for street improve- 
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ments in. 1985, $1.22 million in 1986 
and $1.84 million in 1987. 


Those street-improvement funds 
would be in addition to local street 
and road funds, generated by a state 
gas tax. Some $400,000 has been 
appropriated for street improve- 
ments thus far and the council is to 
act on another $125,000 arora 
during a regular~d Li cil 
meeting.’ 


‘The capital-dey 


in | 
placing the fund outside the freeze. 


Following council approval, the 
fund plan must be submitted to the 


State Board of Tax Commissioners, _ 


accompanied by proposed fund uses. 
Taxpayers objecting to the fund may 
file remonstrances to the State 
Board of Tax Commissioners. 


Legislation allowed the fund to be 
established for a multitude of uses, 


ingleding bey parks, sewers 
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busy agenda 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Sony Corp. of America’s move 
here, an apartment smoke-detector 
rule, three rezoning proposals, three 
appropiation requests and a tax- 
increase proposal go before the 
Terre Haute City Council Thursday. 

A special 7 p.m. meeting will be 
conducted before the regular 
sunshine session to place proposed 
annexation and zoning ordinances 
into committee to accommodate 
Sony’s anticipated construction of a 
$20 million manufacturing facility 
here. 

Annexation centers on an 
estimated 35-acre property at In- 
terstate 70 and Indiana 46, of which 
Sony is looking to buy a portion for 
locating a laser video-disc plant. The 
other ordinance is to zone the 
property for light-industrial use. 

Both ordinances face a July 12 
council vote. 

The apartment smoke-detector 
rule, requiring approved detectors in 
all apartment rooms, is an 
armament to the city’s housing 
c 

The code will be updated to 
include apartments under its 
purview. The current 1964 local 
housing code governs only hotels and 
rooming houses. 

Making apartments subject to 


housing-code rules clears the way ` 
for annual inspections.by the city. 


fire department ang + ie County 
health officer. 

_ Three rezoning Dare prope dude 
-changing uses for 444 ToN 
from toalaenden to 


neighhorhood commerce; 1330 S. 
25th St., from single-family residen- 
tial to neighborhood commerce, and 
668 Locust Street, from residential to 
neighborhood commerce. 

The Sixth Street property has been 
used at least since 1960 as a 
professional office building, the re- 
zoning petition, filed by Sixth and 
Oak Management Co., 444.S. Sixth 
St., states. 

Richard P. Waggoner wants to set 
a business office in the existing 
structure at South 25th Street and 
administrators of the Hikel Nasser 
estate waht. the Locust Street 
property, used for years as a grocery 
store, rezoned to assure sale of the 
property as .a. proposed ceramic 
shop. 

The rezoning proposals bring to 23 
the number of rezonings the council: 
has acted on this year. Thirty-one 
were acted upon last year. 

The largest appropriation request 
is for $125,000 for local street 
resurfacing. The total is in addition 
to $400,000 appropriated earlier this 
year as the city’s share of state gas- 
tax revenues. 

Another $15,000 appropriation has- 
been asked to be approved from the 
city general fund to the city legal 
department. 

The city also plans to ah a 
property-tax increase to raise money 
for a street-improvement fund. | 
Permission to establish the fund was * 
approved by the last General As- 
sembly as a ‘spinoff from.a -county 
option-tax program. Under the city’s . 
proposal, the tax rate would rise 4 E 
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By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Plans for Sony Corp. of America’s 


new laser video-disc plant moved . 
ahead Thursday, with Terre Haute’s . 


economic development commission 
and common council approving an 
inducement resolution for the is- 
suance of $10 million in revenue 
bonds. 

. Both, groups.m 


ipprove - | 
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Though 35 acres would be annexed 
and rezoned, Frey said property 
owners may want to “‘de-annex’’ 25 
acres Sony may not use. 

The property is now owned by. 
Hansford C. and Edith Mann, and 
realtor Morris Landsbaum. 

Sony has not determined the exact 
acreage that it wants, Frey said. 

Both proposed ordinances were 
assigned to the council as a,wholé; 
and. will be acted om at . next 


u 


unsmetThureday.ta take Thursday’ s regular council, session. 
or.consider various actions on th lier in the day, the commission 


proposed plant. 

The City Council met in a special 
session prior to its sunshine session 
to consider two ordinances, one to 
annex 35 acres into the city where 
the plant will be located, and another 
ordinance to rezone the property 
from agricultural to light industrial. 

The proposed site is located at 
Interstate 70 and Indiana 46 in Riley 
Township. Sony officials plan to 
spend $12 million the first year of 
operation, but could spend aş much 
as $20 million in the next few years. 

The plant would initially employ 
pm persons, and as many as 350 later 


Mihe one-story structure would be 
40,000 square feet. . 
Eric Frey, attorney for the 
economic development commission, 
e lained that all property annexed 
the city is automatically zoned 
agricultural. ~~ oe oe es 


passed a resolution authorizing the 
purchase of one-third of the 10 acres 
Sony will need for its proposed $20 
million plant at Indiana 46 and I-70. 
The EDC authorized the purchase of 
3.33 acres for $50,000, and will sell 
the property to Sony for $1. 

The source*of funds would be 
application fees from those who 
previously applied for economic- 
development revenue bonds. 

Sony will purchase the remaining 
land for $100,000. 

Frey said both measures approved 
by the EDC, including revenue bonds 
and sale of ‘property, are contingent 
on approval of an Urban Develop- 
ment Action. Grant from the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. 

The application will be EE 
by July 31, according to officials 
with the city’s war yeapmens , aes 
partment: | _ i 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The woman who ran for City 
Council in 1980, irked because of 
water standing in a street near her 
southside home, resigned her seat 
earlier this week to take a job in 
Houston. 

June Hanley, D-lst, had been 
among 345 workers displaced by a 
June closing of Anchor Glass Co., 


2300 S. Third St. 


The former personnel secretary 


‘ agreed to accept an accounting job 
. at Anchor’s Houston-based company 
` where she has been working the last 
~ two weeks. 


She said she left it up to Vigo 


; County Democratic Chairman 
' Robert L. Wright and Mayor P. Pete 


Chalos to decide when the resigna- 


. tion should become effective; 
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although she added that Thursday’s 
council meeting will be the first 
regular meeting she has missed. 
Wright said 13 Democratic 
precinct committeemen residing in 
the first councilman’s district, span- 
ning the city’s southwest side, will 


‘ vote the week of July 16 to decide 
- Hanley’s successor to the $3,690-a- 


‘ty Councilman 


year part-time post. 

Vigo County Courthouse employee 
John Palmer and former Vigo Coun- 
L. E. “Gene” 
Frazier, a local insurance agent who 
serves on the Terre Haute Housing 


. Authority board of directors, are 


reported to be top contenders for the 


seat. 


Hanley has served as City Council 
appointee to the Vigo County Plan 


Commission where she said she 
made her most significant contribu- 
tion as a council member. 

She pointed particularly to a 1982 
commission vote, which she sup- 
ported, calling for establishment of 
a county comprehensive plan. A 
backlash persists today among coun- 
ty residents opposing zoning ov- 
ertures brought on by the plan. 


Hanley listed as her most difficult 
decision a May council vote to 
support fluoridation of local water 
supplies. She voted against fluorida- 
tion, contending it violated citizens’ 
freedom of choice. 


Hanley, 41, a Bicknell native who 
graduated from high school there in 
1961, later attended Indiana State 
University for a year. The self- 
described ‘‘coal-miner’s daughter” 
is listed as having worked previously 
at ISU and for Robert F. Whetstone 
insurance agency, 1119 Wabash Ave. 


Married in 1968, but divorced 
three years ago from City Clerk 
Chuck Hanley, Hanley said the name 
helped her get onto the council. 


“I know it helped my name 
recognition, but I feel like I made my 
mark once I went in,” Hanley said 
in a telephone interview from 
Houston. “I am very proud to have 
the name Hanley.” 


She credited Chuck Hanley’s en- 
couragement in her decision to run 
for council — notwithstanding the 
standing water. 


“After I got on the council, I still 
had the standing water,” Hanley 
said, “but now I know why.” 
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Two men have filed candidacies~ 
for the vacated Terre Haute City. 
Council ist District seat. June. 
Hanley, a Democrat, resigned the 
seat to move to Houston, Texas. 

Candidates are L.E. “Gene” 
Frazier and Joh2 W. Palmer. k 

Thirteen Democratic precinct 
committeemen will meet at 7 p.m. 
Sunday in the City Courtroom to. 
select a successor to Hanley. The 
session will be conducted by De- 
mocratic party boss Robert L.. 
Wright. 

Frazier, 46, 2105 S. Seventh St., is 
the owner of a State Farm Insurance 
agency. He is a former county 
councilman and currently serves as 
chairman of the Terre Haute Hous- 
ing, Authority. 

razier was the first man in Vigo- 
County to be selected to fill a vacant 
political office by precinct commit- 
teemen. He was elected to fill the- 
unexpired term of the late county- 
councilman John Brentlinger. 

Frazier is serving his third year as 
treasurer of the Democratic Central 
Committee. 

Palmer, 75, 2020 Margaret Ave. „is. 
employed ‘by the county. 

y maintenance department. He has. 


< served as a Democratic precinct | 
a committeeman for the past 20 years. 
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Local fire ordinance 


fizzles 3 


twice before City Council 


The City Council -failed Maite 
Thursday to amend the city’s 20- 
year-old Terre Haute housing code to 
require smoke detectors in apart- 
ments along with annual inspections 
and a license to operate the units. 

After the measure was defeated 
for the second time on an identical 
4-4 vote, Councilman Larry 
Kirchner, ‘D-at-large, said, “It’s a 
sad day and a sad situation. We do 
need smoke detectors. This is 
something we have to get worked out 
rather than let it drop.” 

The council is short one member 
following the resignation of June 
Hanley. | 

While council members generally 
agreed smoke detectors are 
necessary, there was no agreement 
on how to require installation and do 
the inspections to determine if 
landlords are in compliance. 

The issue was an amendment to a 
1964 ordinance. Kirchner opened the 
discussion with an amendment to the 
original amendment. After the first 
tie vote, Councilman Ray Azar, 
'D-3rd. District, who voted no, in an 
unusual move called for a vote to 
reopensthe discussion and a possible 


second vote on the issue. 


It was during the second round ~ 


that Azar tried to make the Kirchner 
amendment the: only item under 
discussion. In effect, he was dispos- 
ing of the 1964 ordinance and leaving 
only the Kirchner admendment. 

Unable to’ gain support for his 
proposal, Azar called for the second 
vote on the original measure and the 
result was the same. 

Council members voting against. 
were: Joseph Duby, D-at-large; 
William Price, R-2nd; James Cook, 
R-5th; and Azar. 

Council members voting for were: 
Judith Anderson, D-6th; George 
Alsop, D-4th; Norma Spork, D-at- 
large; and Kirchner. 

The Kirchner admendment was 
worked out in discussions between 
the fire department and apartment 
owners. The change removed the 
requirement that a smoke detector 
be installed in each bedroom. The 
change made no reference to inspec- 
tions, because that function was 
covered in the unadmended portion 
and the apartment owners hag no 
objections to it. 

Azar. wanted smoke detectors 


without inspections. P 


Anderson said it appeared the fire 
department and the apartment 
owners were satisified, and it was 
the council that can't come to some 
agreement. 

The measure voted upon Thursday 
is dead for a year. 

In another matter, the council 
gave the mayor the money necessary 
to intervene in the Public Service 
Indiana rate, request case: now 
pending before the Public Service 
Commission. The vote was 7-1 to 
make available $15,000 to hire expert 
witnesses to oppose the utility. 

Price voted against the request 
because he felt the city would be in 
a stronger opposition if it joined with 
the Indiana Association of Cities and 
Towns, which has filed as another 
intervenor in the matter. The cost to 
the city would have been $5,000 if 
Terre Haute had joined the group. 

Mayor Pete Chalos explained he 
believed the city’s interest would be 
better served by going alone, 
because the association's record in 
rate cases is not good ‘and? flawed 
with compromises. ~ 
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Azar wanted to ‘work out’ fire-detector 


Ts JUL 1 4 1964 


By Dick Robinson 
_ Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Terre Haute City Councilman Ray 
Azar didn’t want the proposed city 
ordinance requiring smoke detectors 
in apartments and other rentals to 
die, but the measure was put on the 
floor for a final vote before he could 
make a motion to table and, perhaps, 
save it. - 


ITH 
\ 
The ordinance, nl would have 
amended the city’s 1964 housing code 
and would have required smoke 
detectors plus annual inspections 
and licenses, was defeated in the 
first vote, 4-4. At that point the 
matter was dead. Azar, D-3rd Dis- 
trict, as one of those voting against 
the ordinance, permitted it back on 
the floor so council members might 
work out the differences. 
“I was willing to get wording into 
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the code to say ea) mae shall 


be there and then we could study the 


enforcement issue,” Azar said. 

Rather than the annual inspection 
system, the enforcement could be on 
a complaint basis, Azar said. 

Terre Haute Mayor Pete Chalos 
said to require smoke detectors 
without the inspections or licenses 
would be meaningless. 

Azar said that after the mayor’s 
comments, he was convinced those 
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favoring the inspections would not 
change their votes, and those op- 
posed were not comfortable with the 
wording. At that point, Azar said he 
was ready to make the motion to 
table the ordinance and keep it alive. 

“I thought we could spend sorhe 
time and work out a simple wording 
on the enforcement,” he said. His 
suggestion would have been to have 
decals which landlords would attach 
to the. doors of each rental unit 
explaining the ordinance. “The decal 
would explain to renters that smoke 
detectors are required and that if 
there is not one in the ‘place, they 
should complain to the city’” he 
said. 

Before Azar could act, the or- 
dinance was dealt a killing blow with 
a second 4-4 vote. 
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LE. “GENE” FRAZIER 
Will quit housing authority 


Ts JUL 1 


L.E. “Gene” Frazier, selected to 
fill the Terre Haute City Council 1st 
District seat vacated by Democrat 
June Hanley, said the prospect of 
sitting on the council is “a little 
frightening,” but added he plans to 


< run for the office in the future. 


“Anytime you take over a position 
of authority, you have some ap- 
prehension,” Frazier said, explain- 
ing his comment. 

Hanley resigned her seat to move 
to Houston, Texas, after Anchor 
Glass Container Corp., the firm for 
which she works, closed its Terre 
Haute plant. 

Frazier, 46, 2105 S. Seventh St., 
won the seat on a 6-5 vote by 11 of 
the city’s 13 Democratic precinct 
committeemen Sunday evening, de- 
feating John W. Palmer, 75, 2020 


Margaret Ave. 


Eo Wright, chairman of the 
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Vigo County Democratic Central 
Committee, said that if all 13 of the 
committeemen had been present, 
Frazier probably would have won by 
a 7-4 margin. 

Mayor P. Pete Chalos said after 
the caucus he is ‘‘very pleased with 
the selection. I think Gene Frazier ... 
will do a very good job with the City 
Council; he has with the housing 
authority. 

“I know one thing; he will study 


the issues very hard before he votes ` 


on it [and] he’ll work -for a 
progressive administration.”’ 
Frazier, who owns a State Farm 
Insurance agency, was appointed 
chairman of the Terre Haute Hous- 
ing Authority by Chalos two years 
ago. He said he will resign that 
position the first part of this week. 
This is the second time Frazier 


has been appointed to fill a seat. 
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vacated by an elected official; the 
first being in 1978 when he was 
selected to fill the unexpired term of 
the late county councilman John 
Brentlinger. 

He also is treasurer of the 
Democratic Central Committee, a 
position he attained two years a 

Frazier said he hadn’t thought f 
what he would do if he attained the 
council seat, adding: “My attention 
has been directed toward the housing 
authority; now I will have to turn my 
attention toward the city.” 

Wright said he scheduled the 
caucus for Sunday evening because 
he wanted to fill the vacancy left by 
Hanley before Chalos departure 
today to attend the Democratic 
National Convention in San Fran- 
cisco. 

He plans to certify the results of 
the election to the city clerk today. 
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COrarRU Rite Adis Rouhtlt is ex- 
pected to convene in special session 
Aug. 2 to act on proposed salary 
ordinances for the city’s 650 
employees. 

Those proposals were submitted 
for committee approval by Council 
President George Alsop, D-4th Dis- 
trict, during a council meeting last 
month. 

A special session was called 
because of a state-required Aug.- 2 
deadline for council passage of 
salary ordinances. The session is set 
for 7 p.m. in City Hall, preceding a 
7:30 sunshine session. 

The city’s total budget requests 
face an Aug. 20 public hearing, 
followed by council action to adopt 
a city budget on Aug. 27, City 
Controller - Tharon Geckeler said 
Tuesday, quoting state- -imposed. 
budgetary deadlines. 

Salary ordinances affecting 366 
city employees, 160 firefighters and 
124 police were set at 1984 wage 


levels. City officials say amend- ; 
ments requesting pay increases 
usually are submitted for approval. ` 


when salary ordinances neac the 
council floor. - 
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_Findin 
This tih {ULF 81004, Terre Haute 
got lucky. This time, when a vacancy 
needed to be filled in City Council, 
political committeemen selected a quali- 
‘ ty person. 
Z æ It hasn’t always happened that way. 
== Under the provisions of law, vacancies 
are filled by committeemen of the same 
Political party as the person who vacated 
he seat. And, appointment is for the 
Sentire unexpired term of the person who 
vacated. 
> There are some fundamental 
S problems with those provisions of law, 
& and we have been cursed by them before. 
E Committeemen have the ability to elect 
S a ding-a-ling, a ne’er-do-well or any 
popular-but-unqualified individual to 
serve on City Council. There is no check 
on the committeemen — and clearly 
there should be. Either the council 
should have to confirm a nomination 
from committeemen or a recall-by- 
petition should be written into Indiana 
law to allow voters the right to remove 
a protozoan or hack from office. 
Moreover, an appointee, in our view, 
should not be allowed to serve out the 
entire unexpired term left vacant; 
instead, the vacated seat should be 
placed on the ballot for special election 
at the next general election. 
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That said, however, we commend the 
committeemen of the city’s first coun- 
cilmanic district for their election of 
L.E. “Gene” Frazier to fill the final 
three-and-one-half years remaining in 
the term of June Hanley, who resigned 
to move to Texas. 

Frazier has previously proved in 
public office to be highly qualified, 
innovative, dedicated and an articulate 
spokesman for taxpayers. Frazier 
previously served on the Vigo County 
council and is presently chairman of the 
Terre Haute Housing Authority. He 
excelled in both capacities. In his 
current capacity, he has brought the 
housing authority from the brink of 
bankruptcy, created innovative pro- 
grams such as the continuing-education 
concept we reported on two weeks ago 
and set the authority on a course it can 
maintain even when he resigns to take 

the City Council seat. 

A busy insurance executive, Frazier 
served his community on the housing 
authority without pay and will receive 
only a token ($3,690-a-year) stipend for 
his time on City Council. Terre Haute 
this time is lucky: It’s newest coun- 
cilman is not only well-qualified, he is 
truly a public servant. 
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: sworn-in by 
: City Clerk 
- Chuck Hanley, 
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‘Frazier read 


o learn 


City Council oc 


L.E. “Gene” Frazier, who was 
sworn in Tuesday as city councilman 
from the Ist District, said ensuing 
council meet- f 


learning 


Frazier, 


succeeds June 
Hanley, who 
resigned her FRAZIER 
council seat last week to take a job 
in Houston. 

The former Vigo County coun- 
cilman’s first meeting apparently 
will be an Aug. 2 special session to 
consider city-employee salary or- 
dinances. 

Frazier, who served from 


: 1978-1980 in county council seat 
- vacated by the death of John 
: Brentlinger, said he will have to 
> learn council rules, city finance and 
: organization virtually from scratch. 


The 46-year-old insurance agency 


: owner said he will remain as 
: Democratic Central Committee 


treasurer, but will be forced to 


A tay to. i 
Cedar ‘hist ipbsifion@as*chalrinan of 
the Terre Haute Housing Authority. 
He has served two years as 
chairman of the authority. 

Frazier said he was advised by 
assistant City Attorney Robert 
Hellmann to step down from the non- 
paying Housing Authority post to 
avoid possible conflict of interest. 

He said he will resign as chairman 
during Tuesday’s Housing Authority 
meeting. Frazier added he is bound 
by authority rules to remain as 
member until a successor is named. 

Frazier said he is awaiting Mayor 
P. Pete Chalos’s return from the 
Democratic National Convention in 
San Francisco before submitting a 
letter of resignation. Chalos makes 
appointments to the Housing 
Authority. 

Frazier, 46, is a Mattoon, Ii., 
native who moved here in 1961 to 
pursue a career as an insurance 
agent following four years in the 
Navy and a year selling office 
equipment. 

“I moved here by choice,” Frazier 
said, opting for Terre Haute instead 
of Decatur, Ill., to launch his 
insurance career. 
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By Dick Robinson 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Ordinances making it possible for 
Sony Corp. of America to build a 
manufacturing facilty on the city’s 
eastside were approved Thursday 
night by the Terre Haute City 
Council. 

After a long and confusing debate 
of. an ordinance to require smoke 
detectors in apartments and other 
rental units which failed to pass, the 
council breezed through the re- 
mainder of items on the extensive 
agenda. The list included an or- 
dinance to annex property near 


ow Ve | Y 


Interstate 70 An Maa 46, and 
another to rezone the tract for light 
industry. 

The property owners, Hansford 
Mann. Edith Mann and Morris 
Landsbaum, sought the ordinances 
so they might sell land to Sony. 

Construction could start this fall 
on a 400,000-square-foot, $20 million 
facility. The plant will be Sony’s first 
in Indiana and only the company’s 
third facility in this country. An 
information storage disc will be 
produced in the plant. Sony will have 
industry, government agencies and 
educational institutions as its major 


“customers. 


re WA 
Cumulative Capital Development 
Fund passed on a 6-2 vote. The city 
now can levy a 4-cent rate the first 
year, 8 cents the second and 12 cents 
the third year over and above the 
frozen tax rate. The fund will be 


dedicated to street and sidewalk _ 


repair. 
The tax would generate $365,000 
over the three years, which Terre 


Haute Mayor Pete Chalos said was 
not much money. He said if original 
reports of the fund had been handled 
correctly, it would have said the 4- 
, 8- and 12-cent rates are the 
maximum amounts because the 


_ legislature placed a limit on the 


An ordinance creating the fun 


Sony C 
annexes land to make wa 
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“That’s all that’s allowed us,” 
Chalos said. ‘‘And its the only avenue 
open to us under the so-called home 
rule legislation.” Home rule permits 
cities to enter into any activity not 
restricted by statute. Taxing for 
operating expenses is not an area 
open to local communities. 

Money collected would be 
leverage to get federal and state 
matching funds, which would be 
much more than the tax, Chalos said. 

If the money was dedicated to a 
fund other than street and sidewalk 
repair, a portion of the tax could 
eventually end up in the general fund 
and used for operating expenses. The 
street and sidewalk account is anon- 
reverting fund and surplus mone 
doesn't go to the general fund at year 
end, as is the case with most other 
city accounts. 


Councilmen William Price, R-2nd 
District, and Joseph Duby, R-at- 
large, opposed the ordinance. 


Ordinances setting 1985 salaries 
for city employees, firefighters, 
police and elected officials were 
placed before the council. 


The four ordinances list salaries at 
1984 levels, but each will be amended 
when it is determined how much 
money is available and police and 
oe ot gas et are com- 
plete 


REFER ry). 
DO NO7 pi NCE 


„Vigo County Public Library 


Aseaqi] aqGng Ayunos OSIA 


Metro ny Afairs Fite , 
‘as ma Bens — ur 
Council to rename 


Cherry St. for Bird 


Cherry Street, from Water to 


Ninth streets, would be renamed ° 


Larry Bird Boulevard under an 
ordinance to be acted upon during 
a special City Council meeting at 
4:30 p.m. today in City Hall. 

A portion of“Mulberry Street, 
from Seventh to Eighth streets, 
had been designated as Larry Bird 
Avenue during a council meeting in 
June, but that action is to be 
rescinded by resolution to clear the 
wastes renaming Cherry Street. 

e city has been given the 
go-ahead $ the Indiana Depart- 
ment of Highways to rename the 
street, Harry Frey, administrative 
assistant to Mayor P. Pete Chalos, 
said at a news conference Monday. 

Cherry Street runs in front of 
Hulman Civic University Center, 
where Bird led Indiana State 
Unjversity to a No. 1 national 
ranking among major colege 
basketball teams in 1979 and to the 
final game in the NCAA tourna- 
ment. a À 

In a companion resolution, coun- 
cil members were to act to proclaim 
Aug. 2 as “Larry Bird Day” for 


paying a communitywide debt of 
gratitude to the former ISU 
All-American. 

As a member of the world 
champion Boston Celtics, Bird de- 
dicated the championship game to 
Terre Haute during a postgame 
interview before a nationwide 
television audience fcllowing the 
Celts’ June 5 win over the Los 
Angeles Lakers. 

Bird, who is not expected to 
attend today’s council meeting, is 
expected to receive a citation 
signed by Chalos and council 
members, thanking Bird for re- 
membering Terre Haute. 

The act of renaming Cherry 
Street, the citation states, ıs to 
make it known “that Larry Bird 
occupies a special place in the 
minds and hearts of all the people 
of Terre Haute.” 

In other special council action, 
members are to consider laying the 
groundwork for Hamilton Center 
Inc., 620 Eighth Ave., to seek 
financing for a pre-school for de- 
velopmentally disabled children. 
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The renamed portion of Mulber- 
Street connects the Indiana 


Š S State University campus and the 
LT Nr west entrance of Hulman Civic 


University Center, where Bird led 


p s JUL 445 1 ISU to a No. 1 national ranking in 
Q e ) Division I NCAA basketball in 
= s tL}: ) 1979 and to the final game in the 

fo y ird TH NCAA tournament. 
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The Terre Haute City Council 
has settled on renaming Mulberry 
Street, from Seventh to Eighth 
streets, as Larry Bird Avenue. 

The council was to act on a 
special ordinance Tuesday for re- 
naming Cherry Street as Larry 
Bird Boulevard, but an 11th-hour 
offer to pave the one block of 
Mulberry prompted council 
members to scrap that. 

Councilman Larry Kirchner, 
D-at-large, said following Tues- 
day’s meeting that he was ap- 

roached earlier in the day by Pat 

ahill, president of Wabash Valley 
Asphalt Co. Inc., 400 N. 10th St., 
about what the company could do 
to spur communitywide fervor for 
honoring Larry Bird. 

Kirchner said Cahill and com- 

any owners William, Richard and 
Thomas Kelly offered to resurface 
the one-block portion of Mulberry if 
the street were to be rename 
Larry Bird Avenue. Cahill pegged 
the cost of paving at between 
$3,500 and $4,000. 

Council members were 
| scheduled to act on a resolution 
| recinding a decision in June to 
rename Mulberry and substitute 
Cherry Street, but the offer to 

repave Mulberry was enough to tip 
council’s preference toward renam- 
ing Mulberry, Kirchner and recent- 
ly named Councilman L. E. “Gene 
Frazier, D-1st, said. 
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In related action, the council 
adopted a resolution proclaiming 
Aug. 2 as “Larry Bird Day” for 
paying a communitywide debt of 
gratitude to the former Indiana 
State University basketball 
All-American. 

As a member of the world 
champion Boston Celtics, Bird de- 
dicated the championship game to 
Terre Haute during a postgame 
interview aired before a nationwide 
television audience following the 
Celts’ June 5 win over the Los 
Angeles Lakers. 

A citation to be presented to 
Bird, signed by Mayor P. Pete 
Chalos and council members, 
thanked Bird for remembering 
Terre Haute and made it known 
“that Larry Bird occupies a special 
place in the minds and hearts of all 
the people of Terre Haute.” 

In another action, members laid 
groundwork for Hamilton Center 
Inc., 620 Eighth Ave., to seek 
financing for a pre-school for de- 
velopmentally disabled children. 


Hamilton Center was approved 
| for applying for $398,000 in re- 
| venue bonds, enabling the center to 
| Negotiate for reduced interest 
| rates. 


The center is looking to aquire 
and equip a 28,000-square-foot 
building at 450 Eighth Ave., where 
six new jobs are expected to result 
over three years, producing a 
$73,323 annual payroll. 


A Frazier-sponsored amendment 
to the bond-enducement resolution 
subordinated the Hamilton Center 

| bond to a $10 million bond for Sony 
Corp. of America, which faces final 
Muthorieation during another 
special council meeting Thursday 
in City Hall. 
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rel appui pas a $680,000 
fee grant to the city, 
earmarked as a loan to Sony Corp. 
of America, is to be considered for 
approval during a special City 
Council meeting at 4:30 p.m. today 
in City Hall. 

Sony Executive Vice President 
Robert E. Dillon, in a letter to 
Mayor P. Pete Chalos dated 
Wednesday, indicated that Sony’s 
decision to build a $12.95 million 
laser video-disc plant here hinges 
on federal approval of the grant. 
Total investment over 36 months is 
expected to be $16.53 million. 

Our commitment to make the ... 
investment is contingent upon re- 
ceipt of an Urban Development 
Action Grant from the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban De- 
velopment,” Dillon said. 

The application faces a Jul 
deadline for submission to UD, 
which is to decide by October 


Grant application for 
before City Council sessi n tod 


whether to approte the application. 
Construction at a 10-acre site near 
the southeast corner of Interstate 
70 and Indiana 46 would begin 
shortly thereafter and be com- 
pleted a year later. 

The city would receive the grant 
and lend $650,000 of it to Sony, 
which is to repay it to the city at 
a preferred interest rate. The city 
would retain $30,000 to cover 
administrative costs, City 
Economic Development Director 
Marc Elliott said Wednesday. 

The application outlines the en- 
tire Sony financing package. The 
lion’s share is $10 million in 
industrial revenue bonds. The 
Terre Haute Economic Develop- 
ment Commission has approved an 
inducement resolution enabling 
Sony to negotiate for the $10 
million for reduced-interest rates. 

Sony also has been cleared for 
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$100,000 grant from the Indiana 
Department of Commerce. A total 
of $500,000 will be given to Sony 
for employee training; of that 
amount, $250,000 will come from 
Commerce and anotħer $250,000 
from the Western Indiana Private 
Industry Council Inc., 251 N. 18th 
St 


Sony is to come up with loans of 
its own totaling $1.15 million. 

Other long-term loans of $3.58 
million in 1986 and 1987 bring 
Sony’s total proposed financing to 
$16.53 million. 

The council also is to act on a 
resolution extending tax abate- 
ment to the proposed Sony con- 
struction site. Tax abatement will 
allow Sony to save 50 percent of 
property taxes on construction over 
10 years and on equipment over 
five years. oar i 
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Committeeman claims 


public well represented 
To the Editor: Ts JUL 26 1984 


I would like to take exception and insert 
correction to your editorial concerning the 
election of Gene Frazier to replace Ms. June 
Hanley. Writing from your amoebic view, you 
obviously overlooked the “roots” of the entire 
political system in this Republic. That being the 
people’s closest and most trusted representative 
— the precinct committeeperson. They are 
directly elected to serve, without pay, as 
representatives of their repective Polities 
C RIT Throughout the 208 years of these 

ited States the citizens have relied on their 
neighbors, their friends and their politically 
aware collegues, the committeepersons, to 
represent them. 

any of us are aware of the Committees of 
Correspondence in the Great Revolution which 
kept the fires of liberty burning with informa- 
tion and cosequent action. You and all the 
citizens of Terre Haute are indeed “lucky” to 
have such a fine group of people vis-a-vis the 
committee women and men. They work regular 
jobs like other good folks and then “give” 
countless hours of their own time to maintain 
democracy in their neighborhood. They are 
directly elected by the people they serve. 
Helping to maintain contact with political 


machinery that is often far removed and 
unconcerned with “next door”, “down the 
street”, and “across the alley” problems. 

You, sir, should be ashamed to illustrate your 
ignorance and gall in print. For to insult us as 
“cursed” only bellies your ineptness and 
ingratitude. 

Instead of recommending some more un- 
necessary legislation, “provisions of law” you 
stated, you should give those people a little pat 
on the back and say well done. The process 
works, and I do mean “politics” in it’s vital, 
democratic and republican aspects. 

I think you owe those ten people, who met at 
City Hall an apology. For myself I would just 
like a quick placement of this letter in your rag. 

—Dan K. Tucker 
—Committeeman-1 


EDITOR’S NOTE: This is not an apology. We 
recognize the committeemen and -women are 
elected and we recognize their function, which 
is to represent their own political parties. Our 
point is that just as committeemen are, in the 
writer's words, “directly elected by the people 
they serve,” city councilmen and -women 
should aiso be elected by the people they 
serve. We trust they serve more than Democrat 
committeemen and -women. Initially, council 
members are elected in November every 
fourth year by and to represent people of all 
parties, and we believe replacement council 
members should be, too. 
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City Council 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Members of the Terre Haute City 
Council on Thursday initiated ac- 
tion to include language in the 
city’s updated comprehensive plan 
for addressing odors fouling local 
air. 

An amendment passed the coun- 
cil unanimously, giving city and 
county officials 180 days to address 
odor problems in the com- 
prehensive plan which thus far 
only regulates particulate matter 
ane. chemicals in the air. 

“There have been for several 
years nauseous odors generated in 
the south end of the city,” City 
Councilman L.E. “Gene” Frazier, 
D-1st, who sponsored the amend- 
ment, said following the meeting. 

“We want to show the people of 
Terre Haute want to address the 
issue,” Frazier said, adding that 
officials addressing the problem 
will determine exactly where odors 
are emanating. 

Asked if his amendment is aimed 
at addressing open leaf-burning, 
Frazier said, “If that is contribut- 
ing to the offensive odor, I think 
that needs to be incorporated into 
the plan also.” 


The Frazier-supported amend- 
ment called on the City Redevelop- 
ment Department and Vigo aay 
Area Plan to come up wit 
language addressing nauseous 
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City governmental units 
ursday approved a $680,000 
federal grant application whose 
&pproval is considered crucial to 
Y. Corp. of America’s decision 
to ild a $12.95 million laser 
video-disc plant here later this 
year. 

Both the Terre Haute 
Economic Redevelopment Com- 
mission and City Council un- 
animously approved submission 
of the funding application to 
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. A de- 
cision by federal officials is 
expected by October. 

Sony is looking to build a 
43,000-square-foot manufactur- 
ing facility on a 10-acre site at 


y. 


odors to be included with 
air-quality statements which thus 
far only center on suspended 
particulate matter and chemicals. 

In addition, the amendment calls 
for establishing enforcement 
procedures for cracking down on 
nauseous odors. 


The Vigo County Area Plan 
Commission, County Pollution 
Control Board and City Council 
would play a role in compiling a 
nauseous-odor amendment, based 
on input from neighborhood and 
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City OKs grant application 
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Interstate 70 and Indiana 46. 

The city-annexed site also was 
approved for receiving tax 
abatement, granting proper- 
ty-tax breaks on new develop- | 
ment at the site. ` 

Some 127 jobs are initially — 
expected to result from the Sony 
expansion here. 

In other commission and 
council action, members ap- 
proved a revised statement of 
uses for $2.092 million the city 
is receiving this year in federal =+ 
community-development funds. ~ 

Uses were expanded to in- 
clude repaving and related work 
on Orchard Street, from 13th to 
19th streets and Warren Street, 
from 15th to 19th streets. 


public hearings, Frazier said. - 

City Redevelopment Director 
Marc Elliott told council members 
that eight neighbor hearings 
and two public hearings were 
conducted over the last several 
months for updating the city’s 1967 
comprehensive plan, into which the 
nauseous-odor amendment would 
be included. 

The updated comprehensive 
plan, which sets forth a general 
guidene for plotting- the city’s 
uture, received a unanimous 
stamp of approval from the council. 
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City doesn 
bucks to pay Augu 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The city has nearly depleted its 
utility budget for electricity and 
fire-hydrant rental and won't be 
able to meet August bills, City 
Controller Tharom Geckeler said 
Tuesday. 

Only a fraction of the average 
$53, 000 monthly bill from Public 
Service Indiana can be paid, 
Geckeler said, and a $68,740 
yaterpill payment will be short by 


5,200. 
Both PSI and Indiana-American 
Water Co. will 


tho checks on Aug. 14, Geckeler 
sai 

Utility accounts were depleted 
earlier last year, but federal re- 
venue-sharing funds were made 
available in November to help meet 
the shortfall 

“The question is where do you go 
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receive partial 
payments after the city issues 


next?” Geckeler dak 

All but $175,000 a $785, 000 in 
1984 federal revenue sharing has 
been designated for use. 

The City Council is to act on 
approprrations requests for 
$125,000 on street-cleaning equip- 
ment and $50,000 to unearth an 
underground smelting unit where 
a new $500,000 street-department 
garage, using the bulk of 1984 
revenue-sharing funds, is to be 
built. 

City utility accounts have failed 
to -keep pace with double-digit 
increases in utility costs over the 
last three years. 

Electricity budgets were cut 
drastically during budget hearings 
for this year and last in the wake 
of controversy over soaring utility 
rates. 

The cuts represented the lion’s 
share of budget reductions re- 
quired to.bring the city to within a 
property-tax levy mandated by the 
state. 
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Eaa S budget was left intact 
in "bo. but a $700,000 request 
was cut to $220,000 for 1983 anda 
$705,000 request was cut to 
$378,475 for 1984. 

A hydrant-rental budget request 
of $380,000 was left intact in 1982, 
while requests of $1.083 million 
and $819,420 were slashed to 
$236,099 and $476,245 for 1983 
and 1984, respectively. 

Geckeler cited two reasons for 
slashing utility budgets to meet a 
state-imposed tax levy instead of 
making proportional cuts in other 
city budget categories. 

The first reason she said was 
that electricity and hydrant rental 
budgets were the two largest 
expense items in the overall city 
budget. + 

Secondly, Geckeler justified 
slashing utility budgets, saying 
soaring electricity and water-rate 
increases have exceeded modest 
increases in property tax revenues 
the city has been allowed to collect. 
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Council to address 
water-leak dilemma 


Ts AUGO 1984 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


City Council Vice President 


` Norma Spork, D-at-large, said she 


expects to hear complaints from 
some near-southeastside residents 
during tonights council meeting 
concerning a water-leak that is 
holding up a street-paving project. 

“If the situation is what I 
understand it to be, then 
something should be done,” Spork 
said. 

Water, apparently leaking from 
a main water line in the 2000 block 
of Putnam Street, has left the front 

ard of Marianne Rudisel, 2035 
utnam St., “messy and smelly,” 
Rudisel said in a recent letter 
received by The Tribune-Star. 

The leak, which she said has 
persisted for the last two or three 
months, has washed away blacktop 
and left a hole in the street. 

City street-department workers, 
who were scheduled to repave 
Putnam Street, from 19th to 25th 
streets, stopped repaving efforts 
earlier this week just short of the 
hole near 20th Street, leaving 
neighbors up-in-arms. 

Spork Fe: she intended to ad- 
dress the problem today and report 
to neighbors tonight on what can be 
done. 

Appearing on the regular council 
agenda is a Spork-sponsored 
proposal to restrict access to City 
Parks after dark to curb reported 
incidence of vandalism. 

City Parks Superintendent Pat 
Ralston, at last week’s sunshine 
session, cited Collett, Brittlebank, 
Fairbanks and Gilbert parks as 
recent targets of petty vandalism. 

“Parks shall close at dark each 


day, except for pre-arranged 
gatherings,” the ordinance 
roposal states. City parks normal- 
y are closed at 10 p.m. 

City Police would be given discre- 
tion to determine after dark which 

atherings stay and which will 
eave, Ralston said. 

The Council also is to act on four 
proposed rezoning ordinances dur- 
ing the 7:30 p.m. meeting in City 
Hall. 

Two of the rezoning requests 
center on changing five lots in the 
2700 block of South Center Street 
from residential to light-industrial 
use. 

Carla K. Hartman, 222 Monterey 
Ave., wants the light industrial 
classification so she can sell three 
of the lots to Swiss Investment 
Corp., which owns Powell 
Stephenson Lumber Co., 2723 S. 
Seventh St. 

Swiss Investment, which owns 
the other two lots, wants to 
demolish a house on the property 
and build a 90-by-170-foot addition 
onto the lumber company. 

The other rezoning is for Ron 
Edington, 2601 Dimmick Ave., who 
wants 1501 Washington Ave. 
changed from two-family residen- 
tial use to limited community 
commerce. Edington wants to build 
a bait shop and sporting goods 
store there. 

Another rezoning, which was 
tabled last month, seeks 668 
Locust St. rezoned from two-family 
residential to neighborhood com- 
merce. The structure located there 
has been a grocery store for years 
and is now closed 

The Hikel Nasser estate wants 
the rezoning in order that the 
property can be sold to a prospec- 
tive buyer interested in opening a 
ceramic shop. 
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to local parks 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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Terre Haute’s City Council 
Thursday passed an ordinance, 7-1, 
to restrict access to city parks after 
dark in an effort to curb increasing 
incidence of petty vandalism. 

yy at came despite opposi- 
tion from Councilman L.E.. “Gene” 
Frazier who sought an amendment 
allowing parks to be opened before 
the 8 a.m. time currently in effect. 

Frazier indicated that if council 
sentiment was bent toward allow- 
ing joggers access to parks before 8 
a.m., then the ordinance ought to 
reflect earlier park hours. 

The ordinance was aimed at 
what Parks Superintendent Pat 
Ralston told council members was 
an upswing of petty vandalism. 

Ralston cited recent destruction 
of washroom fixtures at Fairbanks 
Park, causing park workers to find 
water shooting throughout the 
facility. In addition, Ralston cited a 
similar problem at Collett Park 
and evidence that a Brittlebank 
Park shelter had been burned. 

“The trend has been getting a 
little worse,” Ralston said. 

All city parks close at 10 p.m., 


` but the ordinance allows city police 


discretion to boot out anyone they 
choose. after dark. 

Police Chief Gerald Loudermilk 
responded to Frazier’s query about 
the apparent broad discretion the 
ordinance granted to police. 


. Frazier said allowing such discre- 


tion was another reason he opposed 
the ordinance. 

“If a policeman didn’t like 
somebody, he’s going to kick him 
out anyway” regardless of the 


ordinance, Loudermilk said, 
responding to Frazier. 

In other action, thé council 
approved four rezonings, two of 
which centered on changing five 
lots in the 2700 block of South 
Center Street from residential to 
light-industrial use. 

Carla K. Hartman, 222 Monterey 
Ave., sought the light industrial 
classification so she could sell three 
of the lots to Swiss Investment 
Corp., owners of Powell 
Stephenson Lumber Co., 2723 S. 
Seventh St. 

Swiss Investment, which owns 
the other two lots, now will be able 
to demolish a house on the property 
and build a 90-by-170-foot addition 
onto the lumber company. 

The other rezoning was for Ron 
Edington, 2601 Dimmick Ave., who 
wanted 1501 Washington Ave. 
changed from two-family residen- 
tial use to limited community 
commerce. Edington says he in- 
tends to build a bait shop and 
sporting goods store there. 

The other rezoning, which was 
tabled last month until a variance 
was approved, changes 668 Locust 


St. from two-family residential use’ 


to neighborhood commerce. The 
structure located there has been a 
grocery store for years and is now 
closed. 

The Hikel Nasser estate sought 


the rezoning for selling the proper- 


ty to a prospective buyer interested 
in opening a ceramic shop. 

Two measures were assigned for 
study by council committees. One 
is for appropriating $125,000 in 
federal revenue sharing funds for 
street equipment. The other is for 
allowing the Parks Department to 
sell some property. 

See related story on A3 
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Ready, set, hikes, 


_ City council to 


T erre Haute’s City Council is 
“sot uled to convene ım special 
‘ ‘session Monday to vote on a $16.2 
| million city budget that would 
| increase taxes 14 percent in 1985. 
pa pea w scheduled for 7 p.m. 
in City Halliw eos. oh One 
"The budget-adoption meeting 
follows a public hearing last week 
which few citizens attended. That 
“meeting lasted about two minutes. 
- The budget then faces review by 
the Vigo 
Board in September before it is 
_ submitted for final approval to the 
State Board of Tax Commissioners. 
= Up for adoption Monday is a 
1985 city tax rate of $5.8272 per 
$100 assessed javana up from 
-this year’s $5.108 


ounty Tax Adjustment ` 


§ 1984 
the a is ApS T a total 1985 
proposed tax rate for city residents, 
residing in Harrison Township, of 
$15.3924. per $100 assessed valua- 
tion, compared to $13.901 for this 
year. The City Council willact only 


“Other proposed r aking’ up 
the rest of the Harrison Township 
rate are $3.0079 for Vigo County, 
19.5 cents to the township, $4.865 
to the Vigo County School Corp., 
52.09 cents to the Vigo County 
Library, 20.3 cents to the airport 
and 76.44 cents to the Terre Haute 
Sanitary District. 

An owner of a $21,000 home, 


«on, the~ 


whose property is assessed on the > 


state mandate of one-third the 
property's value, paid $973.07 in 


4 The proposed $5. 8272 rate forss. 1984 and would pay $1.077.47 in 
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vote or 


$100. 0f, assessed, 


budget 


1985 — or $1 1Szgnore property. 
taxes. 
The tax is ited this way. 
One-third of the assessed valuation i 
would be $7,000. Because the 
owner would pay $15. tha per 

und 
the proposed rate, the ee 
owner’s tax would be $70 times the 
$15.3924 or $1,077.47. In 1984, his 
tax was $70 times. $13. 901 or 
$973.07. 

Although properties are sup 
posed to be assessed at- oe 
the market value, estimates vary | 


_in Vigo County _ on how -much 


properties are actually assessed, 
ranging mostly from 10 to <20. 
percent of actual propert cost. i) 
. Related stories, charts, Page A3 | 
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By Joe Baker . Ys'SEP i 4 1984 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The City Council withdrew action on a 
$65 fund transfer for the city’s Weights and 
Measures Department in reaction to chief 
inspector Larry : 
Thomas’ failure again 
to show before the 
council to justify the 
transfer. 

Council ~ rules 
stipulate that if a de- 
partment head wants 
to transfer funds, to 
cover shortfalls in f 
budget accounts, he Ser 
must attend the meet- DUB 
ing. Thomas was not present at last 
month’s meeting in addition to this 
month’s. 

Thomas’ no-show drew a stern rebuke 
from Councilman Joe Duby, D-at-large, 


Vigo County Public Library 
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Community Affeirs File 
who moved to strike action on the fund 
transfer for covering equipment repair. 

“Maybe we can get somebody who would 
be interested” in attending the meetings, 
Duby said. 

Thomas, contacted at his northside home 
following the meeting, said, “I think it 
would do them real good to make a 100 
percent attendance record themselves.” He 
was referring to what he considered 
imperfect attendance by council members 
and Duby in particular. 

Thomas substantiated his 
non-participation at Thursday's meeting, 
saying he was told by Controller Tharon 
Geckeler the transfer was to be considered 
at October’s regular meeting. He added he 
was unaware the transfer had been on last 
month’s agenda. 

Not lost in the discussion was Coun- 
cilman L.E. “Gene” Frazier, D-1st, who 
questioned spending an account into deficit 
which prompted the need for the fund 
transfer. Geckeler said a check had been 
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issued before it was posted in the account. 
Thomas blamed the error on posting the 
expenditure in the wrong account. 

ckeler said a move toward using a 
purchase-order system by Jan. 1 would 


provide a safeguard against, deficit-account | 


spending. 

In another fund-transfer request, the 
council tabled action on a $250 transfer for 
acting City Judge Dexter Bolin. Neither he 
nor a court representative was present to 
speak for the transfer. 

Other transfers approved were for $9,750 
and $3,500 for the Police Department, 
$50,000 for the Street Department, $200 for 
the Board of Cemetery Regents, $17,125 for 
the ie department and $75 for the City 
Clerk’s office. 

In other action, the council: 


© Approved a $125,000, ap riation in 
federal revenue-sharin, funds for ing 
two dump trucks and «wo leaf collectors for 
the Street Department. wie 
e xranted final approval on property-tax 


Tied 


` breaks for new investment in two areas and 


gave preliminary approval on breaks for 


another, Receiving final OK was an area of 


Interstate 70 and Indiana 46, where Sony 
Corp. of America is to locate, and the east 
side of North Fourth Street, south of 
Hancock Street, where three local doctors 
are building a medical office building. ~ 


Getting pagina approval was 1442 ` 
t 


S. Third St., where Joe Tanoos wants to 
remove a building and remodel another for 
a combined office and shoe store. ` 


e Gave preliminary authority for the old 
Vigo County Ambulance Service, which is 
seeking to set up a paramedic service, to 
bargain for reduced interest rates on a 
$300,000 loan to finance the project. -+ 


~ e Gave the go-ahead to sell nearly 5 acres 


of excess city park property located near the 
old Vigo County Jail and Wabash River. 
$36,000 and $37,000, the 


“property is expected to be either auctioned 
~ 


or sold on a bid basis. 
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-By Joe Baker 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


‘Most City Council members said 


. Tuesday they relied on Mayor P. 
- Pete Chalos’s judgment as ‘the 
“basis for their own opposition to 


the city’s making application’ for 
the state enterprise-zone program. 

Also reacting to Chalos’s decision 
not to apply for a zone was newly 


named Terre Haute Area Chamber 


“yf Commerce President William 
“Our bode is going to be very 
dissappointed — that’s an un- 


derstatement,” Ray said. 


© Ray described the chamber as 
“very supportive” of city efforts — 
athough futile — to apply for zone 
designation last year. He added the 
chamber had taken ‘no official 
position in support of the zone this 

time. 
© Welby Frantz, executive board 


member of the Alliance for Growth 
and Progress, formed last year to 
coordinate area economic develop- 
ment efforts, said the subject never 
came up for board discussion. 

Frantz said the board was un- 
aware at last month’s meeting that 
a decision was pending on the zone 
application and that Thursday’s 
meeting will come too late for the 
zone to be discussed. 

Chalos let a Monday deadline 
pass for Terre Haute to be among 
eight Hoosier cities vying for four 
enterprise zones authorized during 
the last General Assembly. Chalos 
said the incentives would produce 
a $1.3 million inventory-tax loss 
that would have to be made up with 
about a $1 increase in property 
taxes for each $100 of assessed 
valuation. 

The anticipated tax loss is based 
on the $1.3 million the city col- 
lected in inventory taxes in 1983 
that, city officials say, would have 
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been lost in 1985 if the city had 
been granted an enterprise zone. 
The inventory itself accounted for 
nearly $10 million of the city’s 
nearly $157 million total assesse- 
ment in 1983. 

The tax revenue and assessment 
losses assume no new taxable 
investment would be made in the 
city in 1985. 

Although the council did not act 


on the mayoral decision, several.. 


echoed his sentiments: 

I kind of went along with what 
he said,” Councilman Joe Duby, 
D-at-large, said about supporting 
Chalos’s opposition to the 
enterprise zone. Similar sentiment 
came from President George Alsop, 
D-4th; Norma Spork, D-at-large; 
Ray Azar, D-3rd; id Kirchner, 
D-at-large; and “Gene” 
Frazier, D-1st. 

Dub acknowledged that 
Chalos’s opposition surfaced dur- 
ing what fe described as a De- 


uppo 
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mocratic caucus last week. Officials 
of a political party are entitled by 
law to converge in caucus so long 
as discussion is confined to political 
matters. 

Alsop also referred to a meeting 
last week in which Chalos’s opposi- 
tion to the zone surfaced, but Alsop 
said he did not attend. Alsop said 
he relied on Chalos’s judgment in 
opposing the zone. 

Tm basing it [zone opposition] 
on the mayor poking into it. It’s his 
decision,” Alsop sa 

Republican ounen William 
Price, 2nd, and Jim Cook, 4th, 
disagreed with Chalos’s opposition. 
Both based their contentions on an 
editorial Tuesday in The 
Tribune-Star criticizing Chalos for 
making the decision on his own and 
announcing it too close to a Monday 
filing deadline. 


“That covered everything I had 


to say,” Price said. 
Cook added ‘that Chalos “gwed 
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Teacher-councilman’s 
attendance ‘perfect 


aa OE a eaten AS 
By Kathy Gurchiek 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


City Councilman James W. 
Cook, R-5th District, maintains the 
best attendance record among 
council col- 
leagues. Cook 
attended all 27 
regular and 
sunshine 
meetings this 


year. 
Attendance 

records kept 

by Pat 


Mansard of 
the city clerk’s COOK 
office show that of 17 regular 
meetings from Jan. 12 to Sept. 13: 
George Alsop, D-4th, attended 
14; Judith Ann Anderson, D-6th, 
16; Cook, 17; Joe Duby, D-at-large, 
15; Larry W. Kirchner, D-at-large, 
15; William W. Price, R-2nd, 14; 
and Norma Spork, D-at-large, 12. 
June E. Hanley, D-1st, who later 
resigned to take a job out of state, 
attended nine of 12 meetings. Her 
replacement, L.E. “Gene” Frazier, 
attended four of four meetings. 
There was one meeting after 


Hanley resigned and before Frazier ` 


was appointed when that seat was 
vacant. 3 
Mansard’s records also show that 
out of 10 sunshine meetings from 
June 5 to Sept. 6: 
Alsop attended eight meetings; 


Andergeny: 10; Azar, seven; Cook, 


10; Duby, nine; Price, nine; and 
Spork, nine. Hanley attended two 
of five sunshine meetings and 
Frazier four of four meetings. 
Attendance was made an issue 
after last Thursday’s council meet- 
ing when Larry E. Thomas, chief 
inspector for the city’s Weights and 
Measures Department, referred to 


- what he considers imperfect atten- 


dance by council members. 
Thomas made the remark after. 


learning the council withdrew”"ac™ 


tion on his request for a $65 fund 
transfer because he was absent 
during the council meeting Thurs- 
day evening. It was the second time 
in two months Thomasfailed to 
attend a meeting where his request 
was to be considered. 

In a similiar incident during the 
meeting Thursday, a request by 
Judge Dexter Bolin to transfer 
$250 was tabled because Bolin or a 
representative was not present. 

Council rules stipulate atten- 
dance by a department head or 
duly appointed representative at a 
Sainai meeting if a department 
head wants to transferfunds to 
cover shortfalls in budget accounts. 

Thomas was unaware the 
transfer was on the August agenda, 
he said of his absence last month. 
Thomas’ no-show Thursday drew 
council rebuke and a remark from 
Duby, who moved to strike actidn 
on the fund transfer for equipment 
repair. 

“Maybe we can get somebody 
who would be.interested” in attend- 


‘ing the meetings, Duby said. 
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City Council alters agenda 
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after communications mixup 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Failure to properly post public 
notice on a $2.6 million bond 
authorization, an appeal to the 
state Board of Tax Commissioners 
and a proposed pay increase for the 
city engineer prompted City Coun- 
cil members Monday in a special 
meeting to withdraw action on the 
proposals. 

Improper notice was blamed on a 
“breakdown in communication” 
between the time that the 
proposals were filed in the City 
Clerk’s office and when the council 
agenda was drawn up. 

The proposals are expected to be 

reviewed at another special council 
meeting to be scheduled before the 
next regular meeting Oct. 4. 
; The bond authorization was for 
‘financing a merger of Terre Haute 
Concrete Supply Corp., 1000 
Chestnut St., and Superior Con- 
crete Corp., 3700 S. 14th St. The 
new firm would be Carey Haley Co. 
Inc. with Joe Haley as_ its 
chairman. 

The tax-board appeal centers on 


the city police pension fund and 
utility accounts in the proposed 
1985 city budget, said City Con- 
troller Tharon Geckeler, who asked 
that action on the resolution be 
withdrawn. 

The other item not acted on was 
proposal to increase the city 
engineer’s pay to $32,000 from 
$24,900. 

The council voted 6-1 to amend 
the meeting agenda, but city 
economic development mission 
attorney Eric Frey askeg,, that 
action on the bond authorizatign. be 
withdrawn. Frey contended if thy 
council was to amend the agenda 


committee to study a’ propased 
$9,500 expenditure for rubberizing 
a Seaboard Systems railroad cross- 
ing on Fruitridge Avenue, south of 
an entrance to Deming Park. 

The expenditure, which would be 
paid from the city’s cumulative 
capital fund, is for funding 90 
percent of the job, with the railroad 
picking up the other 10 percent, 
Geckeler said. 

In other action: 

e A funds transfer was approved 
for the city Board of Public Works 
and Safety to move $1,200 out of an 
insurance account to bolster a 


would have needed full consent of Yadepleted legal-advertising account, 


the council. 

Councilman L.E. “Gene” Frazier. 
D-1st, voted against amending the 
agenda, saying he wanted more 
time to consider acting on a plan 
that involved $2.6 million. The 
measure had not been included on 
an agenda that members received 
Friday — the same day notice was 
given that a special council meet- 
ing was to be scheduled. 

Action was taken Monday on an 
appropriations ordinance and three 
fund transfers. 

The council assigned its finance 


Comm 
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Geckeler said. 

“@ Two funds transfers were for 
the’ city parks department, $3,000 
of which was from a Hulman Links 
non-reverting fund. Some $2,000 is 
for gasoline and $1,000 for mis- 
cellaneous supplies including grass 
seed, Superintendent Pat Ralston 
said. Another $600 is to come out 
of an insurance account and into a 
printing account to be used, in part, 
to purchase new Dobbs Park 
Nature Center brochures. 


See related story, Page A2 


unity Affairs File 


CULATE 


Public Library 


“Metro 


UAn eum LA fb \ 
‘Council meets 


mmni 


again Fri ay, 1984 


~By Joe Baker 
«ribune-Star Staff Reporter 
Jeg 
A second special City Council 
“meeting this week is scheduled 
“Friday for acting on three 
“proposals which could not be de- 
“¢ided Monday because of failure to 
post proper public notice on the 
? oN ae 
a“ The measures center on a $2.6 
Ghillion bond authorization, an 
‘appeal to the state Board of Tax 
Commissioners and a pay increase 
“for the city engineer. 
~' None of those items appeared on 
“#'notice for a special-meeting call 
“last week. The omission was at- 
_ tributed to a “breakdown in com- 
“munication” in the City Clerk's 
"office, where proposals for initiat- 
‘ing council action are filed. 
©» Questions arose during Monday’s 
"Meeting about whether the council 
“could act on matters that were on 
the agenda, but were not included 
oot the notice for a special meeting. 
~=- The questions might have been 
"Moot had the council been un- 
‘“animous in support of an amend- 
.Ment to include the measures on 
"the agenda. But 1st District Coun- 
“cilman L.E. “Gene” Frazier — 
objecting to being asked to take 
action on a $2.6 million proposal 
which he and other members 
learned about shortly before the 
meeting — voted against the 
amendment. 
“The 6-1 vote prompted Terre 
Haute Economic Development 
Commission attorney Eric Frey to 
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withdraw the proposal on the $2.6 
million bond for fear the imperfect 
vote might jeopardize the bond 
authorization. Action on the other 
two measures also was withdrawn. 

The 20 minutes of wrangling 
that went on for getting the items 
on the agenda — before the 
meeting was called to order — had 
all the earmarks of an illegal 
council session. 

A council majority cannot confer 
on city business unless an official 
meeting is called, or if members of 
one political party — who happen 
to form a majority — are conferring 
on matters considered to be 
political. 

The pre-meeting meeting never 
surfaced as an issue. 

Bond authorization is for financ- 
ing a merger of Terre Haute 
Concrete Supply Corp., 1000 
Chestnut St., and Superior Con- 
crete Corp., 3700 S. 14th St., for 
forming Carey Haley Co. Inc., 
whose chairman is Joe Haley. 

The appeal to the state Board of 
Tax Commissioners on Tuesday, 
which the council has to approve, 
centers on a P. Pete Chalos ad- 
ministration protest of: a state 
mandate forcing Terre Haute to 
pay 21 percent of city police and 
firefighter pension funds. 

Another part of the appeal is for 
protesting double-digit utility-rate 
increases which are outstripping a 
5 percent thaw in the amount of 
property taxes which the state 
allows municipalities to raise. 

Chalos maintains the state ought 
to peg propert iei thaws to cover 

utilitv-rate increases. 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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| Two rezoning proposals headline 
discussion during a City Council 
sunshine session at 7:30 p.m. today 
in the City Hall courtroom. 

The proposals are for changing 
1024 Na 13th St. from heavy 
industrial to 
neighborhood-commerce use and 
212 W. Margaret Ave., from 
single-family residential to 
neighborhood commerce. 

The 1024 S. 13th St. rezoning for 
converting a vacant building into a 
tavern was approved 8-1 during an 


Wea Pay ommission meeting 
Jednesday. 
he other rezoning, which 


cleared the Plan Commission 9-0, 


Bree ye 


tat 


ULATE 


is sought for converting a rental 
rty into a hobby s op. 

ity Council members also will 

discuss amending the municipal 

code in three areas. i 

One amendment would be to give 
a narrower definition of a family in 
the planning and zoning section of 
the city code, restricting a family’s 
makeup to include persons related 
by blood or marriage. The current 
definition says a family could also 
include a group of up to five 
persons not related by blood or 
marriage. 

A second amemdment is to 
change a flat $5 license fee for 
pawnshop operators, second-hand 
stores and precious-metals dealers 
to $5 for a one-day license, $10 for 
one month, $25 for six months and 
$50 for a year. 

Another amendment would re- 
quire telephone installers to be 18 


pro} 


Community At 


ars old before they could be 
issued a city permit to install 
telephones. 

er items to be discussed 
include: 

è A $9,500 appropriation out of 
the sity’ cumulative capital fund 
for rubberizing a railroad crossing 
on South Fruitridge Avenue, near 
Ohio Boulevard and the entrance 
to Deming Park. 

e A $4,500 appropriation in 
federal revenue-sharing funds to 
cover a shortfall in the police 
department’s Social Security ac- 
count. 

@ A resolution for declaring 1442 

ird St. as an economic re- 
vitalization area, providing proper- 

-tax breaks on new investment. 

oe Tanoos, 37 Brookside Drive, is 
seeking to set up a shoe store at the 
site. i 
@ Resubmission of a proposal, 
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City Council tonight 


„tabled in June, to vacate a 222- by 


30-foot section of city-owned 
roperty on Second Avenue, 
tween Locust and Elm streets. 
Owners of I. Gurman and Sons 
Inc., 800 N. Third St., want the 
property for expanding the area of 
their barrel-making operation. 

è A proposed ordinance to vacate 
an ey behind St. Margaret 
Mary’s School, 2405 S. Seventh St. 
The Indianapolis Archdiocese 
wants the property as a safety 
measure, the proposal states. 


e Amending an ordinance, . 


estalishing a Parks Department 
non-reverting account, so that not 
only driving-range fees would go 
into the account, but golf-cart 
rental fees as well. 


_@ An ordinance to place a sto 
sign at Margaret Avenue and 19th 
Street. 
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merits of zoning law 
limited to taverns 
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By Joe Baker ; 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


_ A proposal for rezoning 1024 S. 
13th St., to accommodate a tavern, 
prmapied City Council discussion 
ursday on whether a separate 
‘zoning -ordinance ought to be 
established solely for taverns. 

Councilman Ray Azar, D-3rd 
District, picked up on a staff 
recommendation of the Vigo Coun- 
ty Area Planning Department, 
suggesting that taverns be re- 
moved from uses permitted under 
a neighbhorhood-commerce 
classification. 
` Planning department staff re- 
“commended against the rezoning, 
saying that while the a 
neighbhorhood-commerce 
classification fit the particular 
location, staff questioned a tavern 
being situated near the Hyte Com- 

munity Center a block away and 
two churches that were within two 
blocks. 

The Mp 2 commission rejected 
the s recommendation in ap- 
proving the rezoning Wednesday. 

e ball will be in the council’s 


-~ court next Thursday to act on the 


rezoning and a host of other 
measures discussed Thursday 


t. 
al attorney Rick Shagley, 
representing petitioners for the 


Community Affairs Fite fat, 
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rezoning, indicated that making 
taverns a separate zoning 
classification was tantamount to 
legislating morality. 

Shagley cautioned that “fine-line 
questions ought to be addressed 
before getting into it.” 

Another rezoning discussed was 
for changing 212 W. eet ve., 
from single-family residential use 
to neighborhood commerce. The 
rezoning, which received plan com- 
mission approval, is aimed at 
converting a rental property at the 
site into a hobby shop. 

City Council members also at- 
tempted to discuss amending the 
municipal code to give a narrower 
definition of a family in the code’s 
planning and zoning section. No 
discussion was raised, as no one 
from the city administration was 
present to discuss it. 

The measure is aimed at limiting 
use of a house, zoned for 
single-family use, as a single 
housekeeping unit. 

A second amendment is to 
change a flat $5 license fee for 
pawnshop operators, second-hand 
stores and precious-metals dealers 
to $5 for a one-day license, $10 for 
one month, $25 for six months and 
$50 for a year. 

Other items discussed included: 

e A $9,500 appropriation out of 
the city’s cumulative capital fund 
for rubberizing a railroad crossing 
on South Fruitridge Avenne 


PEEFOEMCE 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Rezoning motio 


E ERT TAGA 
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Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


JO eee 
Terre Haute City Council tabled 
action on a controversial rezoning 
proposal Thursday in the face of an 
impassioned plea from a local 
minister, who said other 
alternatives to converting a vacant 
building at 1024 S. 13th St. into a 
tavern may be in the offing. 
Citing “possible” gambling, 
drugs and prostitution that might 
result, the Rev. Larry Rascoe 
implored Council members: “If you 
don’t consider voting no because of 
[nearby) churches ... and the Hyte 
Community Center ... I plead with 
you to have mercy on the children.” 
Rascoe is pastor of First Freewill 
Baptist Church, which is within 
two blocks of the now-defunct drug 
store. 
The rezoning, which got Vigo 
County Area Plan Commission 
approval 8-1 last week despite an 


ke A 
unfavorable planning staff recom- 
mendation, was tabled on a motion 
by Councilman William- Price, 
R-2nd. 
Price cited the “confidentiality” 


of discussions early Thursday: that - 


other tenants may ‘be secured for 
the property. Rascoe told the coun- 
cil “progress has been made” in 
seeking other uses for the property. 

Representing rezoning peti- 
tioners Winton Jones and Lu 
Percham was attorney Ric 
Shagley. He cited a building permit 
issued by the city in April and 
nearly $10,000 in property invest- 
ment as a basis for asking that the 
rezoning be approved. 

Shagley said the building 
previously had been used as a 
tavern and arcade before becoming 
vacated 1⁄2 years ago. He added that 
any business could attract a bad 
element, depending on who runs it. 

Another rezoning, to turn 212 


Margaret Ave. from residential to- 


neignbhorhood commerce use, was 
approved 6-2 despite neighborhood 


“ 
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opposition to it and an unfavorable 
council committee report. Barbara 
Horsely, who operates a- hobby 
shop in West Terre Haute, wants to 
open shop at the now-vacant rental 


propa : ; 

e Jot, which is in an area of 
Third Street and Margaret Avenue 
that teeters on the brink of becom- 
ing totally commercialized, re- 


ceived support for rezoning from 


Councilman Larry Kirchner, 


D-at-large. 


Citing the need to designate 
commercial zones to stem an ex- 
odus of businesses out- of city 
limits, Kirchner said, “Do we want 
it to be a bunch of little shops here 
and there or do we want areas in 
the community where we have 
commercial businesses and areas 
where we. have residential busi- 
nesses? This is an excellent op- 
portunity to decide this.” : 


Voting against the measure were _ 


Democratic at-large council 
members Norma Spork and Joe 
Duby. - eaa 
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re ama: earar aar 
EL a O PT ERAO T A 
ee ee EA 


absent 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


a 

Issues cannot be discussed un- 
less officials pressing those issues 
are present at public meetings to 
discuss them, City Council Presi- 
dent George Alsop, D-4th, said 
Thursday. y 

“We must be slipping up here,” 
Alsop said during a sunshine 
session in City Hall. “People know 
that when things are submitted 
that someone needs to be here to 
answer some questions.” 

Alsop’s remarks came into 
response to discussion of a 


proposed amendment to the city 
code, expanding accepted uses of a 
strip-zoning classification to in- 
clude 
offices. 

Councilman Ray Azar, 


business and professional 


D-3rd, 


Cit, Longa | 
Councila 
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officeholders 


said unless someone — presumably 
from Vigo County Area Plan or the 
city building and inspection de- 
partment — can be present, ‘the 
council had no choice but to table 
action on the proposal or withdraw 
it from consideration. 

Discussed prior to thə proposed 
amendment was another proposed 
amendment in which no one from 
the city administration was 
present to discuss it. The proposal 
apparently was aimed at increas- 
ing a $5 peddlers license fee. . 

ndiana State University stu- 
dents attending the meeting got a 
lesson in city government when 
council members were trying to 
figure out if the proposal was a 
previously tabled measure or a new 
one altogether. 

That measure, along with others 
discussed Thursday, will be acted 
upon by the council at Thursday’s 
regular meeting. 


Other agenda items discussed 
included a resolution making a 
three-block area of the defunct 
Anchor Glass Co., 2300 S. Third 
St., and Gartland Foundry, 330 
Grant St., an economic revitaliza- 
tion area, granting property-tax 
breaks on new investment. 

Another economic-development 
ordinance discussed was for 
authorizing the city to issue $1 
million in economic development 
bonds for a nearly completed Britt- 
Airways Inc. hangar-construction~ 
project at Hulman Regional 
Airport. y : 

The Terre Haute Economic De- 
velopment Commission, in an< 
earlier meeting Thursday, ap-- 
proved the bond authorization, 
enabling Britt to finalize negotia- 
tions on securing a $1 million loan 
for reduced interest rates. B 

Four rezoning requests were ~ 
discussed. i 
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By Martin Jasicki 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Residents get an opportunity to 


discuss local cablevision under new ~ 


business in tonight’s regular meet- 
ing of the City Council. 


Councilman Ray. Azar, D-3rd 
District, author of a resolution 
sharply critical of the service of 
American Cablevision was filed 
Monday, said that despite the short 
notice, he is hopeful a large crowd 
will attend tonight’s meeting. 


WE Chey 7 > / (TEL) Community Affairs File 
opes to fine-tune 
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“Pm hopeful that as many people 
who have discussed to me their 
dissatisfaction with the new 
system will avail themselves to the 
council meeting,” Azar said. 


The two-part resolution in effect 
criticizes American Cablevision for 
failing to accommodate cable-ready 
television sets, video-cassette re- 
corders and remote-control service; 
shifting channels from basic 
service to a costlier “tier”; offering 
inadequate programming; and hav- 
ing two “inactive channels.” 


In addition, the resolution “re- 


solves to encourage and to be 
receptive to other cable companies 
that express interest in providing 
services to the city of Terre Haute.” 

Jim Byrer, manager of American 
Cablevision, said he is not upset 
with the resolution. However, he 
challenges the criticisms labeled by 
Azar. 

“As long as everybody’s fair and 
it [the cable situation] is looked at 
professionally, I have no problem 
with the resolution or giving people 
a chance to address the council,” he 
said. “We have said all along that 
ours is not an exclusive franchise 
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with the city. We have no exclusive 
right to the cable business in Terre 
Haute.” 


Byrer, who intends to attend 


tonight’s meeting, said that if 
another company would be granted 
a franchise, “I would only hope it 


would be the same agreement as 
ours so that everybody is playing 
under the same set of rules.” 


He added that “conspicuously 
absent” from the’resolution was the 
extent to which a new company 
would service the community. 

“It’s easy for a company to come 


in and serve two or three selective 
neighborhoods and shill some real 
‘easy money while the rest of the 
community can take a hike.” 


Azar said he filed the resolution 
after a number of his constituents 
complained of poor service by 
American Cablevision. “If endorsed 
by the council I would hope the 
mayor would use the influence of 


| his office to do something about the 


problems,” he said. 


Representatives of Cable Brazil 
Inc. have expressed some interest 
in expanding into Terre Haute. 


Azar agrees to table resolution,  - 
to tune CATV = 


° ° 
giving all 
mI s NOV 9 — 19840 iti 
By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


WGS POE 
(v 


Public outcry over American 
Cablevision service, prompting 
City Council overtures to woo cable 
competition here, was met with an 
act of appeasement by cable of- 
ficials during a council meeting 
Thursday. ; 

A council resolution outlining 
objections to the new cable service 
was tabled, allowing city and cable 
officials to iron out a response to 
those objections. d i 

Omega Communications, which 
provides service to Brazil and 
whose officials have expressed in- 
terest in having a local franchise 
agreement, would be part of the 
discussion under an agreement 
forged by Councilman Ray Azar, 
D-3rd, sponsor of the resolution. 

Azar is the lone councilman who 
last year objected to the city 
entering into a 15-year 
non-exclusive contract, allowin: 
any cable company to compete wit. 
American Cablevision. 

Azar asked that his own resolu- 
tion be tabled to allow Mayor P. 


all sides 


e 
Oun t Y 

rete Chalos time 
leadership role” in the three-way 


talks that will be staged before the 


resolution is addressed on the 
council floor. 
The Chalos administration 


negotiated the current contract, 
which was adopted following a 
total of an hour-long discussion 
over two council meetings. 

Chalos, who has attended three 
council meetings this year, was not 
present at Thursday’s meeting. 

American Cablevision General 
Manager James Byrer, in an ap- 
parent act of appeasement, said a 
regional sports channel currently 
offered as premium service would 
be added Saturday to the basic 
$9.50 package available on the old 
and new services. A premium 
cultural service is to become 
available later this month. Byrer 
addressed the meeting attended by 
some 100 persons. 

In another gesture of appease- 
ment, Byrer said American 
Cablevision would seek to amend 
the existing cable agreement, as- 
suring that cable access would be 
extended to all areas of the city. 
Azar dismissed the offer as having 


ee eee | 
to take a an anti-competitive effect on the 


pe 


existing contract. 

American Cablevision’s offer 
served as a backdrop to Byrers 
response to a denunciation of 
existing service leveled by Azar.. 

Byrer’s assertion that American 
Cablevision offers the greatest 
variety of services in southwestern 
Indiana prompted Azar to say that 
service costing $35 in Brazil would 
cost $71 here and that service 
purchased in Clinton for $19.95 
would cost in the mid-$20 range 
here. 

Reacting to Azar’s assertion that 
new basic service includes two 
inactive channels, Byrer said one of 
those channels is a “program 
guide” that is a costly service of 
convenience to customers. 

Byrer, who read a_ prepared 
statement, did not respond to 
Azar’s charge about a rearrange- 
ment of basic service. That rear- 
rangement, in which some chan- 
nels were grouped with another 
tier of service, amounted to a 
“hidden rate increase” that Azar 
contended violated terms of a 
verbal agreement made by the 
company. ` 
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By Dick Robinson 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


City Councilman William Price 
and Terre Haute Street Com- 
missioner Forrest Swan were at 
odds Saturday about what is going 
on at the city garage. 

Price, R-2nd District, who didn’t 
even know the street com- 
missioner’s name, complained that 
city employees left pieces of a road 
grader scattered about on the 
ground outside the garage and 
exposed to the elements. 

I have no idea what he [Price] 
is talking about,” Swan said. The 
street commissioner said a chain 
had been removed from a road 
grader, but as far as other parts are 
concerned, he couldn’t think of 
anything such as Price described. 

Price said Saturday’s situation at 
the city garage was the same as he 
found a week earlier. The previous 
Saturday, Price found a road 
grader on the lot with pieces 
removed. “Nothing was covered,” 
Price said. “The pieces were just 
tossed about to rust and now some 
are even frozen to the ground.” 

After the first incident, Price 
complained and was told the situa- 
tion would be corrected. “I even 
complained to other council 
members hoping to get some ac- 
tion,” Price said, “and nothing has 
been touched in a week.” 

“We do.have one grader that has 


` been down for about a week,” Swan 


said. 

Mechanics are waiting for 
replacement parts, he said. 

Price said the situation at the 
garage was similar to a property 
owner taking his lawn mower apart 
in the front yard and leaving the 
pieces on the ground for weeks. 

Swan said the work must be done 
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When The Tribune-Star went 
to the city garage on Saturday, 
it found parts lying around on 
the ground, some with rust on 
them. In addition to these 
small spare parts, there were 
larger equipment parts 
outside. 


outside because a new garage is- 
being constructed. 

The councilman said he was 
distressed because a few days prior 
to the first sighting, the council had 
made an additional $48,000 
available to the street department. 

“I was so mad the first time, I- 
considered putting in another re- 
solution to take back the $48,000,” 
Price said. i 

It is Price’s contention that the 
street department will eventually - 
have a piece of junk rather than a 
grader. “If they can’t take care of 
what they have, there will never be | 
enough money to run the depart- 
ment,” he said. 
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By Kathy Gurchiek <a. 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter. N 

City Council approval Mondaý of 
a $4 million bond request by~: 
Georgia-based Carbonic Industries 
Corp. marked ‘the first step in 
bringing a new business to Terre 
Haute. 

The company would employ 15 
persons by the end of the first year 
and 24 persons by the end of the 
third year, according to the firm’s 
bond application. 

Pending sale of the industrial 
revenue bond, Carbonic Industries 
Corp. plans to construct a 
3,000-square-foot facility on U.S. 
41 North. The facility would be 
built beginning Jan. 2, 1985, on two 
acres of land owned by neighboring 
C.F. Industries Inc. The facility, 
next to C.F. Industries’ re-opened 
ammonia plant, would begin opera- 
tions Jan. 2, 1986. 

Preliminary cost of the project is 
estimated at $100,000 for Paildings 
and $3,900,000 for other equip- 


bond request f for firm 


ment. The annual a bir’ j is 
estimated at $200,000 by the end of 
the first year and $400,000 at the 
end of the third year. 

Carbonic Industries has worked 


7 with C.F. Industries in Tennessee 


“and North Carolina, Carbonic In- 
dustries Vice President Jack 
Toepké, told council members. 

The firm uses a waste by-product 
from C.F. Industries in its 
manufacture of liquid and solid 
carbon dioxide. Carbon dioxide is 
an odorless, tasteless, colorless, 
inert chemical. 

It is used in non-water-based 
aerosal propellants, fire ext- 
inguishers, neutralization of waste 
water and other products. It also is 
used, through the interaction with 
water molecules, to produce the 
tingle and fizz of carbonated soft 
drinks. 

The firm delivers its product in 
a geographical area extending from 
Florida north to Delaware, west to 
Indiana and south to Mississippi. 

Carbonic Industries Inc. was 
incorporated February 1965. 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Three rezoning proposals, 
$56,300 in appropriation requests 
and ratification of the city’s 
trash-hauling contract are up for 
discussion during tonights City 
Council sunshine meeting at 7:30 
in City Hall. 

Sought for rezoning are 1215 
Chestnut St. and 230 N. 13th St., 
both of which are zoned for general 
residential use. Property owner 
Robert. M. Williams wants them 
zoned for regional commerce use. 
The property would continue to 
remain as a used-car lot. 

Two other rezoning requests 
include 1418 S. Seventh St., from 
two-family residential to general 
residential use; and the southwest 
corner of Maple Avenue and Blaine 
Avenuc from single-family re- 
sidenti > to neighborhood com- 


— TH: 


merce use. 

Louis Boczki, 23412 Maple Ave., 
who owns the latter property, said 
in a rezoning petition that he 
wants to upgrade the existing 
Rond-A-Vu tavern, 2341 Maple 
Ave. 

All three rezonings were ap- 
proved by both the Vigo County 
Avea Plan staff and commission 
during a commission meeting 
Wednesday. 


Meanwhile, City Engineer David 
Schmidt is seeking $55,000 from 
local road and street funds 
earmarked for the city’s on-going 
street-signal modernization pro- 
gram. 

A separate appropriations or- 
dinance proposal would direct 
$1,200 in federal revenue-sharing 
funds — already approved for 
constructing a Rea Park 
maintenance building — for use in 
expanding the facility that is under 
construction. 
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Another $100 appropriation or- 
dinance is for covering a deficit 
cemetery fund equipment account. 

Council members also will dis- 
cuss whether to ratify a four-year 
trash-hauling contract with Jamax 
Corp., 3200 Haythorne Ave. The 
Terre Haute Board of Public Works 
and Safety gave the go-ahead on 
July 3 to enter into the contract. 

In another measure, council 
members will discuss increasing 
the city engineer’s salary from 
$23,000 to $32,500. 

Measures discussed tonight face 
a Dec. 13 council vote. 
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By Joe Baker f 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A City Council resolution, en- 
dorsing competition to spur better 
cable television service locally, was 
tabled again Thursday in the face 
of a pledge by American 
Cablevision to make “substantial 
changes” in service by April. 

“We urge your indulgence” until 
those changes can be unveiled 
officially during an April council 
meeting, American Cablevision 
General Manager Jim Byrer told 
the council. 


Byrer said “a vast majority” of 
households in the city will be 
switched to expanded cable service 
within four to six weeks and 
surveys will be conducted to assess 
viewer response to the system. 


Councilman Ray Azar, D-3rd, 
who submitted a resolution in 
November citing public objections 
to the new cable system centering 
on price and service, said, “The 
resolution is moot.” 

Azar said he was “willing to give 
Cablevision more time” to make 
changes, but left open the possibili- 
ty the resolution would be resub- 
mitted for council action should 
those unspecified changes fall 
short of viewer expectations. 

Byrer’s comments followed those 
of two other cable operators who 
have Wee interest in provid- 
ing cable service in the city. 


Omega Communications presi- 
dent Robert Schloss, whose com- 
pany provides service to Brazil and 
is making inroads toward the east 


city limits, said his company has 
been hamstrung by Publit Service 
Indiana’s oversight of cable in- 
stallations by American 
Cablevision. 

PSI owns the utility poles onto 
which American Cablevision cable 
lines are being strung. But PSI is 
responsible for assuring that elec- 
trical codes are being met for 
installation of cable. 

PSI communications vice presi- 
dent Gordon Ayer responded to a 
six-month delay in considering 
Cable Brazil’s request to strin 
cable lines into Robinwood an 
Lincolnshire subdivisions. 

Ayer said private contractors will 
be hired to speed the oversight of 
American Cablevision’s cable in- 
stallations. PSI has to make a pole- 
by-pole check to insure that stan- 
dards are met. Such standards, for 
example, include a one-foot space 
between communication lines on a. 
pole and the degree of line sag. 


Also addressing the council was 
Fred Martin, operator of a cable 
service in upstate Sheridan. He 
questioned Cable Brazil’s policy of 
allowing subscribers to operate 
more than one television in a 
household with only one paid cable 
hookup. 

Martin indicated uncontrolled 
use of a signal leads to poor 
reception. 

Responding to a request of Coun- 
cilman L.E. “Gene” Frazier, D-1st, 
Martin said he would provide a 
financial statement to back up his 
interest in serving the city. Schloss 
refused Frazier’s request, but said 
he would post a performance bond 
and provide a letter of credit. 


Community Affairs File 


Vigo County Public Library 


ee Te ot Í a 
; a>) eh ia 
be EL bak S tut oe 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


O'Neal pled batiite, 


between people, officials 
y her comment was no négdtive 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Rosie O’Neal, the transplanted 
Terre Hautean and newest City 
Council member, said she is 
hopeful she 
can strike a 
working 
balance 
between con- 
stituents and 
officials as a 
6th-District 
spokesperson. 

"Neal, 35, 
succeeds Judy 
Anderson, who 


- O'NEAL 
takes over as Vigo County recorder 
on Jan. 1. O’Neal, who teaches 

‘English at South Vigo High School, 


came here from downstate 
Loogootee in 1968 to attend In- 
diana State University. 

“I already know I’ve beat labeled 
as a rubber stamp” by some, O’Neal 
` said in an interview Saturday. She 

inted to Democratic Chairman 

bert L. Wright’s tie-breaking 
vyote among Democratic precinct 

“committeemen earlier this week as 
a basis for the charge. 

+ But it was O’Neal who contacted 
: Wright about becoming a Council 
member after Anderson’s Nov. 6 

„election. She lobbied the 11 com- 
_mitteemen for support, 10 of whom 

spere tied on a fourth ballot before 

Wright cast his tie-breaker. 
“TII be a conscientious worker i in 

-serving the people,” O'Neal 
. pledged: “I hope I can represent a 

alance between the people and the 
‘officials of Terre Haute.” 

_ She said she is hopeful that her 

‘becoming a Council member will 
“spark [political] interest, in 
younger people,” and show “you 

-don’t have to be around 50 years” 
to be c1 the inside. She added that 
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reflection on long-time political 
participants. 

O’Neal’s background is rooted 
somewhat in the media. She 
worked one summer as a news 
writer for a local radio station after 
her 1973 graduation from ISU. She 
also serves as adviser to newspaper 
and yearbook staffs at Terre Haute 
South Vigo High School. 

“Yes, I suppose there is” a 
relationship between journalism 
and political decision-making, 
O’Neal said. “I would be an instru- 
ment of communication on de- 
cisions concerning the city.” 

She said she “handles things 
rationally” and has “a slow fuse.” 

O’Neal is the youngest of two 
brothers and three sisters born to 
a schoolteacher and Loogootee 
farmer in Martin County. She said 
her mother’s decision at age 62 to 
return to school and get a special- 
education endorsement was 
testimony to her mother’s bent’ 
toward education. O’Neal’s mother 
is now 78 

“But more than education,” 
O’Neal said, recalling the feeding of 
cows and her other farm chores, 
“my parents have taught me the 
value of hard work because both 
are products of the Depression.” 

O’Neal’s father, at age 82, “still 
gables in [farming], but not like 
he used to.” 

Another influence in O’Neal’s 
decision to become an English 
teacher, besides her mother, was 
her sophomore English teacher at 
a Loogootee parochial school, 
whom O’Neal described as “tough 
as nails.” 

Bother her brothers are local 
chiropractors. Her oldest sister has 
a doctorate in English and lives in 
California. Two other sisters, one of 
whom teaches, reside in southern 
Indjana. 


: Vigo County Public Libris y 


City C 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Terre Haute City Council, on 
the heels of action by the Economic 
Development Commission, gave 
final approval Monday to revenue- 
bond issues totaling $3.63 million 
on four construction projects. 

Those projects included Carey 
Haley Co. Inc., $2.433 milion; 
Applied Computing Devices Inc., 
$750,000; Aid Ambulance of Vigo 
County, $300,000; and AC&H Re- 
alty Co., $150,000. . 

a a result of the new invest- 
ment, the four concerns say they 
expect to hire a total of 39 
additional workers during the next 
three years. 

All projects had been previous] 
reported as they went before bot 
governmental units for preliminary 
approval during recent months. 

he EDC, meeting prior to the 
council, conducted a public hear- 
ing, which no citizens attended, 


veo 


ounc 
of $3.6 million for 4 firms 
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projects. 

The council normally would have 
had to spread final bond approval 
over one month, but opted to 
suspend rules, enabling most of the 
bond documents to be approved 
before Jan. 1. 

Bond authorization gives a com- 
pany tax-exempt status on the 
bonds, similar to a municipality, 
but places the city at ro risk in the 
event of default. 

Carey Haley is new company 
created by the merger of West 
Central Concrete Co., with 
branches in Vigo, Clay, Putnam 
and Vermillion counties, and 
Superior Concrete Corp., 3700 S. 
14th St. 

The $2.433 million is for financ- 
ing the merger which is expected to 
generate 21 additional jobs during 
the next three years. 

Applied Computing Devices, a 
telecommunications company 
under construction in Aleph In- 
dustrial Campus at Indiana 46 and 
Moyer Road was cleared for receiv- 
ing $750,000 in bonds on top of 


$2.25 million it received last year. 


z 
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Brighter business forecasts for 
ACD forced company officials to 
enlarge its plant  design- and 
rethink equipment needs. Both are 
factors which resulted in the 
$750,000 request. Earlier job re- 
quirements placed at 75 have been 
expanded by an additional 10. 
positions. i 

The Vigo County Council is to act 
on the ACD bond issue Jan. 4 and 
will require another stamp of 
approval by the City Council, Frey 


said. 

Aid Ambulance of Vigo County, a 
partnership involving Vigo County 
Amubulance Service, 1921 S. Third 
St., and an Indianapolis company, 
is to begin offering the county its 
first paramedic service beginning 


an. 1. 

The $150,000 AC&H project, 
currently under construction adja- 
cent to the old Vigo County Jail and 
south of the U.S. 40 Y-interchange, 
is for expanding operations of 
AC&H Supply Co., 100 N. First St., 
which is to move into the new 
facility once it is completed. Five 
new jobs are expected to be created: 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The city approved issuance of 
$28.29 million in industrial re- 
venue bonds in 1984, accounting 
)for 393 new or retained jobs at 
eight local companies, the Terre 
Haute Redevelopment Commission 
was toid Wednesday. 

Sony Corp. of America was 
issued the biggest share of bonds, 
receiving final approval of $10 
million out of nearly $17 million 
that will go to finance a laser video- 
disc manufacturing facility at In- 
terstate 70 and Indiana 46. The 
oeny project is to generate 130 new 
jobs. 

Two other major bond issues, 
placing the city at no risk in the 
event of default, were for Patterson 
Equipment Co., $2.55 million, ac- 
counting for 100 new jobs; and 
Britt Airways Inc., $1 million for a 
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project also accounting for 100 jobs. 
e figures were revealed in a 

year-end report to the commission, 

compiled by the city Redevelop- 

ment office. 

Should the city receive approval 
of a federal grant on behalf, of 
Patterson, it is to construct an 
industrial-conveyor manufacturing 
facility in the Fort Harrison In- 
dustrial Park. Britt has nearly 
completed its project, installing 
new office and hangar facilities at 
Hulman Regional Airport. 

Carbonic Industries Inc., listing 
a Bret that is to add 40 new jobs, 
has been given the go-ahead for 
pouting for $4 million in re- 
venue bonds, but has yet to receive 
final approval. 


Also accompanying economic de- 
velopment efforts were the creation 
of eight tax-abatement districts 
offering 50 percent. property-tax 
savings on new investment — over 
10 years for construction, and over 
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five years for equipment. 

In other year-end totals, more 
than $2 million was spent for 
installing new streets, curbs and 
sidewalks in three targeted areas 
of the city in 1984. 

Selected areas in the city’s cen- 
tral eastside, the northside 
Highland area, Riverside in- 
dustrial district and in the 
downtown received $2.14 million in 
improvements. 

The $2.14 million in improve- 
ments amounted to 69 percent of 
the total $3.094 million spent in 
1984 on redevelopment efforts. 
Some $2.78 million comes from 
federal Community Development 
Block Grants, which are de- 
signated for use in blighted areas. 


The balance of $3.764 million 
available in 1984 for redevelop- 
ment projects came from two other 
federal grants, including a 
$303,100 Economic Development 
Administration grant used for a 
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downtown sidewalk project that 
was completed this summer. 

Some $670,560, unspent in 1984, 
will carry over for use in 1985. 

Administrative costs totaling 
$362,047 amounted to 11.7 percent ` 
of the $3.094 million spent for 
redevelopment projects. Com- 
pensation for the nine-member 
redevelopment staff amounted to 
$220,012 of total administration 
costs. 

The repon pointed to three other 
areas of improvements besides 
those made to streets: 

@ Nearly $220,000 was spent in 
1984 completing a $2.2 million 
renovation of Fairbanks Park, un- 
dertaken over the last three years. 
Another $54,000 was spent on 
renovating the southside 
Washington Park. 


è Thirty-two condemned and 
dilapidated structures were de- 
molished, costing more than 
$64,000. The Redevelopment office 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Proposed uses for $2.092 million in 
federal funds for 1985, including $1.34 
gil ion in continued improvements to the 
_ central guna anu ee 5 me ti 
approve ursday by the City Council. 
A resolution earmarking the request for 
funds and subsequent use of them was 
approved on a voice-vote of the council 
Surig. a regular council session in Cit 
Hall. e measure authorizes Mayor P. 
Pete Chalos to submit to the federal 
funding agency, U.S. Peusing and Urban 
Development, proposed uses for the Com- 


munity Development Block Grant funds. 
Continued revitalization of the central 
eastside includes $1.099 million for con- 


structing new curbs, gutters, sidewalks and 
deere facilities within designated 
streets bounded roughly by Maple Avenue 
on the north, Poplar Street on the south, 
25th Street on the east and 13th Street on 
the west. z 

Another $250,000 would go for cantinu- 
ing similar improvements in the Highland 
area, which is bounded by 13th Street, Fort 
Harrison Road, Duane Yards and Florida 
Avenue. 

Housing rehabilitation commands a 
$300,000 price tag under the proposed uses, 
including $200,000 for rehabilitating 20 
units on the central eastside, $50,000 for 
rehabilitating five units in the Highland 
area and $50,000 for five units in other 
areas of the city. 

An estimated 45 structures would be 
demolished in the central eastside and five 
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in Highland, bringi to 
proposed expenditures for demolition and 
clearance projects in 1985. 

The 3.8-acre Gilbert Park, in the area of 
Wabash Avenue and 15th Street, is tabbed 
for receiving $30,000 for installing a 


$50,000 in 


vandal-proof lighting system. 
Administrative costs of $300,000, to pay 
for the city’s nine-member redevelopment 


office staff, and $62,500 for contingencies 


rounds out the city’s pplication to for 
am for the fiscal year beginning 


In another resolution approved by the 
council, a seven-member Hulman Links 


- Commission was instituted. No persons 


have been appointe t to the advisory 
body that is to be charg ping tabs on 
the $400,000 priv d E an 
Links Clubhouse that v $i in 
November. i + DF ' Ñ 


Receiving two appointments apiece to the 
commission are the council, Chalos nd the 
City Parks and Recreation board of direc- 
tors. Parks Superintendent Pat Ralston, 
who presented the resolution, also would be 
a commission member. 33 
Both the grant application and Hulman 

s commission resolutions did not 
require discussion during last week’s 
sunshine council session. Only ordinances 
require sunshine discussions. 
Items previously discussed and approved 
Thursday were seven rezonings, all of 
which have received the blessing of the 
Area Plan Commission. Those rezonings. 
included 1024 S. 13th St., 500 Maple Ave., 
1454 Lafayette Ave., 1474 Locust St., 2200 
S. Eighth St., 1425 N. Fourth St. and 2959. 
S. Fourth St. ty. 
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Odor woes worry City Council. 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Enzyme Technology Corp. of- 
ficials, attempting to allay fears of 
Councilman L.E. “Gene” Frazier, 
D-1st, said Thursday the continued 
production of enzymes for food 
processing here will not add to odor 
problems on the city’s south side. 

Enzyme Technology has been 
manufacturing enzymes for the 
last 2% years at the site of 
International Minerals and 
Chemical, 1401 S. Third St. 


Company officials addressed a 
special meeting of the council in 

ity Hall in their bid for council 
authorization of a $10 million 
revenue bond issue for building a 
manufacturing facility at Hulman 
Street and Indiana 63. 

Enzyme Tech President James 
Copeland compared the production 
of enzymes to a fermentation 


prone in the manufacturing of 
| 


r. Corn starch is fermented to 
produce sugars that are used in the 


processing of food. 

Copeland was responding to con- 
cerns of Frazier, whose coun- 
cilmanic district takes in Enzyme 
Tech’s proposed construction site. 
Frazier maintained the foul odor 
emanating from the southside area 
was helping to depress land values 
in the area. 

“Tm not aware of any [odor] 
complaints” over the last two years 
of operations here, Enzyme Tech 
operations chief William Walker 
said, calling enzyme-related smells 
“not inherently objectionable.” 

In dialogue not unrelated to the 
Enzyme Tech bond issue, Vigo 
County Air Pollution Control de- 
partment director Robert Moran, 
responding to a query from Frazier, 
said, it would “definitely be ad- 
visable” that better communica- 
tions be established between the 
pollution-control office and incom- 
ing industries setting up shop here 
so proper state and federal permits 
are secured before construction 


ns. 
Mayor P. Pete Chalos toox excep- 
tion to Moran’s statement, saying. 
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“We do our job in sending the 
people out to get permits.” 
Moran countered, saying Sony 
Corp. of America, which is on the 
verge of breaking ground on a new 
facility east of town, has yet to 
approach his office about any 
permits that might be required. 
Chalos said Sony wont make 
proper inroads for obtaining 
permits until the promised repeal 
of the state unitary tax is fulfilled. 
Council approval of Enzyme 
Tech’s bond authorization was ac- 


-companied by approval of revenue 
. bonds 


for three other concerns 
including a $10 million issue for 
Terre Haute First Corp., a holding 
company partially owned by Terre 
Haute First National Bank, 643-45 
Wabash Ave. 

First Corp. was approved for 
seeking reduced interest rates for 
financing up to $10 million in 
bonds for an “office tower” on the 
southeast corner of Wabash 
Avenue and Sixth Street. That 
pre whose scope has not yet 

een decided, is reported likely to 


get under way by the end of this 
year. 

Progress Building Corp., was 
cleared for negotiating for a $1 
million low-interest loan for knock- 
ing down the old downtown Meis 
buildings and constructing a two- 
story office ebilding, to accom- 
modate a move by Indiana- 
enere Water Co., 234 Eighth 

t 


The agent for Progress Building’s 
project is Newlin-Johnson Co. Inc., 
601 Ohio St. (not Newlin-Johnson 
Development Co. as reported in 
Wednesday’s Tribune-Star). 

John Newlin said the decision to 
build the office depends on how 
much cost will be involved in 
ridding the old Meis building of 
asbestos-base paint before demoli- 
tion, and the cost of purchasing the 
city-owned building and securing 
construction bids and signing a 
lease with Indiana-American. 

AP&S Clinic, 221 S. Sixth St., 
was approved for a $2.5 million 
bond issue for making a 20,000- 
square-foot addition on the north 
side of the facility. 
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A pledge was made Thursday to 

` begin studying possible establish- 
ment,of commercial zones in the 
city after some spirited discussion 
surfaced on two rezoning or- 
dinances during a regular City 

Council meeting Thursday. > 

Council President Larry 

Kirchner, D-at-large, asked Coun- 

cilman L.E. “Gene” Frazier, D-1st, 

to meet with him to begin laying 
` groundwork for designating com- 

_ mercial and industrial zones in the 

city. 
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“I think that would be a wise 
thing to do,” Frazier responded, 
adding that ke would hope that the 
council would abide by whatever 
plan the council decides to enact. 

The pledge came after the coun- 
cil voted 6-1 to amend the city’s 
zoning ordinance, making animal 
emergency clinics and/or 
veterinary clinics a permitted use 
under a_neighborhood-commerce 
designation. : 

A motion by Councilman William 
Price, R-2nd, seeking to drop 
veterinary clinics from the 
permitted uses, died for lack of 
second. Price cast the lone dissent- 
ing vote against the measure. 


to study co 


An earlier exchange centered on 
a rezoning request for 21-25 N 
13th St., transforming the site of a 
metal fabricating company from 
single-family. residential to light- 
industrial. Discovery of a zoning 
violation prompted property owner 
George Taylor to seek a rezoning, 
attorney Frank Crawford said. 
The measure passed 6-1. 
Frazier, who voted against the 
measure, said the rezoning, placing 
an industrial concern within’ a 
commercial area, defied the intent 
of the city zoning ordinance. He 
warned fellow councilmembers vot- 
ing against the measure, “Your’re 


doing your community a disservice” 


. i R ù 
-by approving the rezoning, 


Kirchner responded, saying, the 
Vigo County Area Plan Com- 
mission approved the rezoning ona 
recommendation from the Area 
Plan staff. s 


But Frazier challenged the staff's 
asssessment, contending that use 
of a multi-ton crane by the fabricat- 
ing company and work with arc- 
welding equipment at the company 
are not permitted in a light- 
industrial area, according to his 
interpretation of the city zoning 
manual. T 
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N hortharde Terre Haute r i 
dent who objected to proposed 
rezoning to make way for a used- 
car lot may have been accom- 
modated Thursday during a City 
Council sunshine session. 

“I've seen a lot of used-car lots 
around town. A lot of them look like 
junk piles,” said John G. Penman, 
3319 N. 25th St., who lives across 
the street from the site of a 
proposed used-car lot. 

Local realtor Norm Williams 
lobbied for rezoning 2460 Fort 
Harrison Road and 3300 and 3320 
Àr 25th St. at the behest of Thelma 

A. Zeigler. She wants to sell the 
property, currently zoned for re- 
sidential use, to local used-car, 
dealer Thomas Williams. 

_ The property has been asked to 
be rezoned for commercial use in a 
aie zoning classification. 

| omas Williams acknowledged 
in questioning from Councilman 

. “Gene” Frazier, D-1st, that 
used-car dealers are re uired to 
secure a permit from the state 
Bureau of Motor Vehicles to 
operate a used-car lot. 

“If we rezoned,” Frazier said, 
“there's an agency that an in- 
dividual could go to if it is not 

i 2 
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Council acne may lean 
toward passing, the rezoning over 
Penman’s objections, given the 
degree to which the area is already 
commercialized. 

In other discussion Thursday: 

è Frazier said he would. be 
convening a council traffic commit- 
tee meeting at 5 p.m. Tuesday to 
discuss the city traffic code. The 
code needs to be revised to reflect 
the actual intersections where stop 
signs are posted. An overhaul of 
the code last year by an In- 
dianapolis engineering firm listed 
stop signs at each intersection in 
town. 

e Frazier indicated that the 
committee, whose purview also 
includes public safety, might be the 
appropriate body to discuss a 
smoke-detector ordinance. Azar 
voiced favor for a “workable or- 
dinance ... not like the one last 
year,” which was defeated twice by 
tie votes. That measure would have 
not only require smoke detectors in 
rental units but would have set up 
a fire- -prevention bureau to conduct 
annual inspections. 

— by Joe Baker 


Community Affairs Filo 


Vigo County Pul 


ger GE 
City Council 


he Sie! Gas 
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Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


eee a a 
Terre Haute City Council, 
without casting votes, elected De- 
mocratic at-large Councilmen 
i Kirchner and Joe-Duby as 
president and vice president, 
respectively, of the Democratic- 
controlled, nine-member body Mon- 


irchner and Duby were swept 
into office without a vote after no 
other nominations for their respec- 
tive offices had been received. The 


KIRCHNER 


special council call lasted all of 15 


minutes. 


Councilman William Price, 
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R-2nd, nominated Kirchner and 
that nomination carried on a 
second by Duby. 

With nominations closed, outgo- 
ing President George Alsop, D-4th, 
said, “So, Mr. Kirchner, you're 
president — you can have it.” 

Kirchner assumed the presi- 
dent’s chair. After failing to receive 
an immediate response for vice 
presidential nominations, Price 
nominated fellow Republican 
Councilman Jim Cook, 5th. But 
that nomination failed to muster a 
second. 

Nominations were closed after 


ss to votes 
eaders without resorting 


Councilman Ray Azar, D-3rd, 
nominated Duby, who became vice 
president to the acquiescence of 
other members. 

“Weve had a good year, a fun 
year,” Alsop said following both 
votes. i 

Councilwoman Norma Spork, D- 
at-large, who is the outgoing coun- 
cil vice president and is recoverin; 
from recent surgery, did not atten 
Monday’s special meeting. 

The- duties of council»president 
include presiding at meetings and 
making assignments to traffic, 
zoning, traffic and parks commit- 


tees. 


dent can control the council and 
lead it in any specific direction, 
besides focusing on issues during 
meetings,” Kirchner said. 

irchner, 36, is a stockbroker for 
A.G. Edwards and Sons Inc., 660 
Ohio St., and has had 10 years 
experience as a local real-estate 
agent. 

“I've spent ten years in real 
estate and know how important 
zoning is for economic growth and 
protecting. property values,” 
Kirchner said. 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


City Councilman Jim Cook, 
R-5th, called on the city ad- 
ministration to outline its inten- 
tions for uging $965,234 the city is 
to receive this year in federal 
revenue-sharing funds. 

“Pd like to know what the 
priorities are,” Cook said amidst 
discussion Thursday of the P. Pete 
Chalos administration’s proposed 
uses for nearly half those funds. 
Council members are to act on 
them at Thursday’s regular meet- 


ee Bothe $300,000 would go for a 
new fire department aerial-ladder 
truck, $75,000 to fund cost over- 
runs for a new Street Department 
garage scheduled for completion 
March 30 and another $75,000 for 
Park Department utilities. 

“Td like to know where we stand” 
in revenue-sharing allocations for 
this year, Cook added. 

The city is to receive four 
installments of $241,331 in federal 
revenue-sharing this year, City 
Controller Tharon Geckeler said 
Wednesday. The first quarterly 
allocation was made in January 
and the second is to. be made 
sometime this month. 

Federal laws requiring separate 
public hearings on revenue-sharing 
allocations were scrapped in 1983. 

The council approved a $14,000 
allocation in February for the 
purchase ofa computer system for 
the mayor's office, alae to 
$464,000 the amount Vs er ap- 
proved or recommended 

Deputy engineer John Wedden 
outlined proposed uses for $75,000 
to be added to $500,000 allocated in 
1984 to construct a Street Depart- 
ment garage at 1329 Deming St. 
Some $50,000 would fund a cost 
overrun which occurred when an 
underground smelting unit was 
unearthed at the building site. Part 
of the money would go to alter 
plumbing plans for draining 
sewage, Wooden said. 
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Also, $8,200 is needed to install 
an emergency exit from a second- 
floor lunch room, required by the 
State Fire Marshal’s office after 
engineering plans had been ap- 
proved for the project. Another 
$2,747 would be used for interior 
painting; $850 for replacing part of 
a concrete slab damaged acciden- 
tally when a snowplow blade 
caught an edge of it; and $2,685 for 
relocating overhead reels for oil 


and grease hoses and supplying 


water to the garage’s service area 
and outside. 

Ralston said the other $75, 000 
was to replace a similar amounticut 
from his department’s budget when 
the State Board of Tax Com- 
missioners ordered the oly budget 
trimmed in November to meet 
state property-tax pits? Y 

“This is no more money than was 
in our budget to begin with,” 
Ralston said. 

Ralston responded to fears of 
Councilman Ray Azar, D-3rd, over 
the city’s use of revenue sharing to 
pay utility bills. Ralston contended 
that any departmental cuts for 
paying utilities would have to come 
through layoffs of park employees. 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The City Council is scheduled to 
take action on the Vigo County 
Comprehensive Plan during a re- 
gular council meeting at 7:30 
tonight in City Hall. 

The plan, which outlines a 
general approach for area develop- 
ment in coming decades, was 
approved by the Vigo County Area 
Plan Commission in December and 
by the West Terre Haute town 
board in e ti 

Seelyville and Riley towns 
boards and Vigo County com- 
missioners also are to take action 
on the plan. l 

The plan establishes a legal 
framework from which public of- 
ficials “shall” enact a county zoning 
ordinance, state laws say. It came 
under fire at plan commission 
meetings in December from resi- 
dents outside the city opposed to 
countywide zoning. 

Council action on the plan is not 
expected to arouse a similar outcry. 
The city, which has its own com- 
prehensive plan, has had a zoning 
ordinance in effect since 1967.- 

City Council members will be 
acting on a resolution calling for 
council approval of the county 
comprehensive plan. The resolu- 
tion was not discussed during last 
week’s council sunshine sessions 
since only ordinances — not resolu- 
tions are subject to state 
sunshine laws, requiring public 
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discussion. : 

However, the plan resolution 
was tabled during a February 
Council meeting when no one was 
present to speak on behalf of it. 

Other resolutions yet to receive 
public scrutiny but facing Council 
action today are an amendment 
reflecting a $156,375 reduction in 
the city street-department budget 
and fund transfers of $5,220 for the 
city building inspection depart- 
ment and $3,000 for the city police 
department. 

easures that did face Council 
scrutiny last week and will be acted 
upon tonight include: 

e An amendment to the city 
traffic code restricting designated 
intersections, where traffic signs 
are posted, to those where signs are 
already posted. A rewriting of the 
code last year designated signs for 
virtually all of the city’s streets. 

L.E. “Gene” Frazier, D-1st, who 
chairs a council traffic committee, 
conducted a committee meeting 
Tuesday that he said will lead to 
comprehensive overhaul of the code 
in future meetings. 

e A $300,000 apegapyigtion from 
federal revenue sharing funds for a 
fire department aerial-ladder truck 
and two other separate $75,000 
federal revenue-sħaring alloca- 
tions, one for park-department 
utilities and the other for cost 
overruns tied to the city’s new 
street-department garage. 

e A $250,000 appropriation from 
local road and street, generated 
through a 11.1-cent state gas tax. 


City-garage fund move | 


gete conog 


Nearly 30 minutes of pa 
tary wrangling over a $800 change 
order for the city’s new street 
department garage touched off a 
string of five votes on the measure 
before it was approved durin 
Thursday’s regular City Counci 
meeting. 

Two attempts by L.E. “Gene” 
Frazier, D-1st, to get an accounting 
for the expenditure ended as an 
exercise in futility as the council 
approved a $75,000 federal re- 
venue-sharing expenditure for 
funding cost overruns for the city’s 
virtually completed $500,000 
garage at 1329 Deming St. 

Frazier questioned why project 
consultant, Construction Consul- 
tants Inc., 815 Swan St., recom- 
mended a $800 expenditure for 
replacing a six-foot-by-six foot con- 
crete slab struck accidently by a 
snow-plow blade recently. Best 
estimates aired during the meeting 
indicated the job would cost less 
than half that amount. 

But Frazier’s motion to table the 
overall appropriation for re- 
negotiating the $800 and other 
project change orders was killed by 
a 4-4-1 vote with Joe Duby, D-at- 


appr val 
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large, abstaining. The council, 


following a five-minute recess, 
voted 9-0 not to override Duby’s 


abstention, ! 
A vote on another Frazier Re 


tion, seeking to remove the _ 
from the appropriation,” was 
similarly deadlocked, triggering 
another vote on a Duby abstention. 
Another 9-0 vote allowing the 
abstention was registered before 
the council voted 7-2 to approve the 
$75,000 appropriation. 

Frazier and Rose E. O’Neal voted 
against the measure on objections 
that the work had been completed 
before the council had a chance to 
question the appropriation. Similar 
sentiment was aired later in the 
meeting when City Building In- 
spector Tom Shoaff asked the 
council for a $5,220 fund transfer, 
in part to purchase a copying 
machine for the department. 


Shoaff, although acknowledging 
that the department has a 
particular copier in mind for buy- 
ing, indicated that he had no 
intention of making the purchase 
until the fund transfer had been 
approved. 
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Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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A City Council traffic and safety 
committee is working on a proposal 
to require smoke detectors in local 
rental units“and newly sold homes, 
committee chairman L.E. “Gene” 
Frazier said Wednesday. 

The committee met Tuesday and 
a consensus emerged in support of 
a scaled-back smoke detector 
measure that failed to receive 
» council approval in July. 

That measure, pursued by the P. 
Pete Chalos administration, would 
have established a city ad- 
-ministration-controlled fire 
‘prevention bureau along with re- 
quiring annual inspection of rental 
apartments. 

“We will not be doing that,” 
Frazier said about establishing an 
apparatus for enforcing a smoke- 
detector rule. But one provision 
apparently that would be added is 
a requirement that owners of 
newly-acquired homes install 
smoke detectors, Frazier added. 

A stumbling block that con- 
tributed to the demise of the 
smoke-detector ordinance proposed 
in July was over the question of 
who was liable in the event of a fire 
in a rental property. Apartment 
owners objected to the administra- 
tion Paty fearing they would 
be held liable for fire damage, for 
example, when smoke-detector bat- 


teries were found to be deficient to é 


trigger the alarm. 
e responsibility should be 


shared between the landlord and - 


tenant,” said Frazier, who also 
owns local rental property. “We 


e 
r 


responsiblity into the ordinance.” 

Frazier would not yet publicly 
address how the ordinance, might 
be set up to be 'self-enforcing 
without a need for a separate 
enforcement bureau. He declined to 
predias when the ordinance would 

e ready for council action. 

“That depends on when the 
committee meets again,” Frazier 
said. 

Other committee members are 
Norma Spork, D-at-large; George 
Alsop, D-4th; Ray Azar, D-3rd; and 
Bill Price, R-2nd. 

In other discussions, Frazier said 
the committee is looking. into 
writing a proposed council resolu>~ 
tion to be submitted to the Indiana 
Department of Highways, making 
its wishes known about state plans 
to replace an aging Wabash River 
bridge on U.S. 40 within 10 years. 

Sentiment is emerging in sup- 
port of a twin structure with one | 
bridge handling eastbound traffic 
on Ohio Street and another bridge 
handling ‘ westbound traffic on 
Cherry Street, Frazier said. 

In addition, the resolution might 
also request that First Street be 
made into a northbound through- 
street between Ohio and Cherry 
streets, Frazier said. Northbound 
traffic on First Street currently has 
to detour onto Third Street at Ohio. 

Frazier quoted City Engineer 
David Schmidt as saying that the 
city might have to pay scme 
engineering design costs and re- 
surfacing of First Street, between 


-Ohio and Cherry streets. But he 


added that funding might be 
available through the West Central 
Indiana Economic Development 
District. } 
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By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Terre Haute City Council 
members were divi 
proposed procedural changes for 
rezonings and vacating public 
rights of way would be beneficial or 
burdensome. 

Discussion took place during 
Thursday’s sunshine session. 

The two special ordinances to 
amend the municipal code would 
require petitioners to get a written 
estimate from the assessor’s office 
on the affect a rezoning would have 
on assessed valuation. The or- 
dinance would also have to be 
recorded. 


» 
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for vacation of a street or alley. 

Also, the fee of recording the 
ordinance would be paid by the 
petitioner to the controller's office. 

Councilman L.E. “Gene” Frazier, 
D-1lst, who introduced the 
measures, said they would help get 
assessments done “a little quicker 
and on the books a little faster.” 

He said the assessor would be 
put on notice immediately on 
whether there would be a changed 
in assessed valuation. Also, proper- 
ty owners would know if there 
would be a change in taxes. 

By recording the ordinances, 
people would more easily find out 
the zoning of property. 

Other council members ques- 


nshine session 


tioned if the measures were worth 
the extra work that would be 
required and whether it would just 
be adding more bureaucracy to the 
rezoning process. 

Ed Stapleton, Harrison 
Township assessor, said he didn’t 
see “any advantage or disadvan- 
tage for our particular office.” He 
said the office picked up building 
permits each month, and any 
building or remodeling would be 
reflected the following March 1. 

Councilman William Price, 
R-2nd, termed the proposed or- 
dinances “a perfect example of 
bureaucracy.” 

By a prior resolution, the or- 
dinances are already being re- 
corded. 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Terre Haute City Council 
voted unanimously Thursday to 
reject a rezoning of 2960 S. Fifth 
St. from a residential to com- 
mercial classification. 

Council action followed a recom- 
mendation of the Vigo County Area 
Plan Commission and planning 
department staff last week to reject 
the proposed rezoning. A petition 
bearing 65 names in opposition to 
the rezoning had been presented to 
the commission. 

Kaleel M. and Mary H. Ellis 
sought the change to transform the 
existing residential structure for 
use as a delicatessen or office. 

Council rules prohibit the refil- 
ing of a rejected ordinance within 
one year. Mike Ellis, attorney for 
the Ellises, raised the specter of the 
Ellises filing another rezoning or- 
dinance for the property under a 
different zoning classification. 

“If this is voted down,” Ellis said 
before the vote, “that would 


E TON 


preclude me fro 
classification [within a year], but it 
would not preclude me from bring- 
ing up another “classification” 
within a year, Ellis stated. City 
Attorney Robert Effner concurred 
before the council voted 8-0 to 
reject the rezoning. 

In other action, the council voted 
to alert the Vigo County assessor’s 
office when council action is taken 
to rezone property and when city 
rights-of-way are vacated. Another 
measure increased the amount 
reimbursed for lodging expenses 
incurred by city officials and 
employees sent out of town. 

Councilman L.E. “Gene” Frazier, 
D-1st, sponsored the two proposed 
ordinances, amending the city code 
on planning and zoning. The or- 
dinances, both of which passed 6-2, 
were aimed at informing Assessor 
Ed Stapleton of the zoning 
changes. Frazier said Stapleton 
acknowledged in a committee 
meeting earlier this week that a 
residential-to-commercial zoning 
change could increase a property’s 
assessment to $32,000 from 
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“This affects each and every 
citizen paying taxes,” Frazier said, 
because increased assessed valua- 
tions mean lower tax rates and, 
therefore, lower taxes. 

Councilman Larry Kirchner, D- 
at-large, voted against the or- 
dinances, contending the assessor 
already was aware of zoning 
changes as they occurred. In addi- 
tion, Kirchner contended the or- 
dinances would “cause a lot more 
paperwork” and amount to “taking 
bureaucracy to the farthest point.” 
Councilwoman Norma Spork, D-at- 
large, also voted against the or- 
dinances. 

The lodging-reimbursement or- 
dinance increased from $46 to “the 
prevailing rate” the amount paid to 
city officials and employees sent on 
out-of-town assignments. 

Motel or hotel rates vary from 
town to town, City Controller 
Tharon Geckeler said in speaking 
on behalf of the ordinance. She 
added that motel expenses are 
budgeted at $1,000 a year and that 
less than that amount is spent. 
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City Council takes look G) 
at money, zoning questjons 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Appropriations totaling $126,500 
and three rezoning proprosals will 
be discussed during a City Council 
sunshine session today. 

The largest appropriation, 
amounting to $71,000 in federal 
revenue-sharing funds, is for street 
equipment. 

But street commissioner Forest 
Swan refused to specify what the 
funds would be used for until the 
measure comes up for discussion at 
a 7:30 p.m. meeting in City Hall. 

Swan contended that City Coun- 
cil members objected to learning 
about measures, apparently 
through the media, until they are 
formally discussed at the sunshine 
meeting. Ordinances to be dis- 
cussed today were presented as 
new business during the April 
regular mere They will be acted 
upon next week. 

But council President Larry 
Kirchner, D-at-large, indicated he 
has no qualms about letting the 


public know about its business 
before matters are discussed. 

“I see no problem with that,” 
Kirchner said in a telephone in- 
terview Wednesday. “I’ve never 
instructed any council member not 
to tell [media] about what's going 
on and I’ve never heard any other 
council member not wanting” to 
talk to the media about impending 
council action. 

Swan also would not discuss 
another $36,000 appropriation in 
federal revenue-sharing funds. 
Those funds, should the council 
give authorization, would be 
earmarked for unspecified “signs 
and posts,” according to the meet- 
ing, agenda. 

ther appropriations include 
$14,000 from the City Redevelop- 
ment office to a city engineering 


_ account; $5,000 in revenue sharing 


to city membership on the Terre 
Haute Alliance for Growth and 
Progress executive committee; and 
$500 from the city general fund to 
the clerk’s office for recording fees. 

The appropriation to a city 
engineering non-reverting is to 
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cover costs of the department 
inspecting construction work on 
the latest phase in upgrading 
central-eastside street, drainage 
and sidewalks. 

Sought for rezoning are five 
northside lots in an area bounded 
by Grand Avenue, 16th Street, 
Woodley Avenue and Consolidated 
Railroad tracks. Fort Harrison 
Products Corp. President Jeff 
Miller wants the residential 
property rezoned for heavy-in- 
dustrial use. A warehouse current- 
ly is situated on the property. 

Also, Lorenzo H. Turner, 2226 S. 
20th St., is seeking single-family 
residential property rezoned to 
two-family residential in an area 
on Morton Street, between 19th 
and 21st streets. 

A third proposal, sought by 
owners Donald and Joyce Cowan, 
calls for rezoning 2406 Prairieton 
Road from a residential to com- 
mercial designation. 

l three rezoning proposals re- 
ceived favorable recommendations 
during a Vigo County Area Plan 
Commission meeting Wednesday. 
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City Councilmen George Alsop, 
D-4th, and L.E. “Gene” Frazier, 
D-1st, reflecting postures of fiscal 


watchdogs 
during Thurs- 
day’s sunshine 
session, ques- 
tioned a 
$14,000 
proposed ap- 
propriation for 
an engineering 


study. 
The funds 
ALSOP are for paying 
Beam, Longest and Neff, In- 
dianapolis, for a preliminary 


engineering report to determine 
the extent of water-pressure 

roblems in the city-owned Fort 

arrison Industrial Park, assis- 
tant city.engineer John Wooden 
told council members. 

Alsop, suggesting that someone 
could be hired for that amount, told 
-Wooden “and council members, 
“That’s something to look into.” He 
was alluding to savings the city 
realizes by having a licensed 
professional engineer to oversee 


various city projects, instead of 
relying on private contractors. 


e study 
had been compiled through the 
engineering department, but added 
that work with a computer model 
in establishing water flows in the 
industrial park “is not something 
that we have the expertise in.” 

Under questioning from Frazier, 
Wooden said the engineering firm 
was awarded the contract 
sometime this year. 

Estimating the firm has had the 
contract no longer than four 
months, Frazier speculated, “We're 
giving [the $14,000] to a firm that 
already has the computer model.” 

The $14,000 comes out of the 
city’s federal community develop- 
ment block grant funds, ad- 
ministered by the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment through the city Redevelop- 
ment office. The council is to take 
action on the appropriation and 
other measures during the regular 
council meeting Thursday. 

Other appropriations totaling 
$112,500 were discussed, including 
the city street department’s re- 
quest for $71,000 in federal re- 
venue-sharing” funds for eight 
pieces of equipment. 

Street commissioner Forest 
Swan told the council he is asking 
for $25,000 to purchase a street- 
patching unit that can work in 
zero-degree weather, $20,000 for a 
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paving unit that Swan said would 
provide surface uniforming without, 
tearing out a section of street under, 
repair, $10,500 for four leaf-collec~:- 
tion boxes for use in department 
vehicles and the balance of $71,000 
would be for the city to purchase/. 
two more leaf-collecting units to~ 
add to two others the city» 
purchased last year. AR 
Swan said he is making the’ 
request now for the leaf-collecting:- 
equipment so the city can take; 
delivery when leaves begin falling. 
The city took delivery of leat’, 
collectors last year in November —* 
too late for effective pickup, Ke 
added. pases 
The other appropriations request’ 
included $36,000 for replenishing 
the city’s stock of street signs and? 
markers that Swan said cost the- 
city anywhere from $35 to $65 
apiece. hole 
Another $500 appropriation was. 
asked for establishing a line iteny 
in the city clerk’s office for record-; 
ing fees, requested by the state 
Board of Accounts. Frazier ques? 
tioned where money was coming 
from to fund the account as total 
city funds had been budgeted 
during budget sessions. last year. . 
Another $5,000 appropriation is 
for funding city executiy 
membership on the Terre Haute 
Alliance for Growth and Progress. 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


P 


‘Vigo County Public Library 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULA 


ty Affairs File 


i 


Commin 


TE 


Ay 


blic Library 


“aai 


rr 


„Vigo County Pu 


Erte 


ESE! sath oe et 9 


Council refuses 


toch 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


New owners of the Wallace 
_ Nursing Home, 120 W. Margaret 
“Äve., will have to wait on seeking 
$4. 6. million in  revenue-bond 
financing for buying, refurbishing 
and expanding the southside facili- 
ty. i 
No council member moved to 
suspend rules that would have 
brought two special ordinances to 
the floor for action that would have- 
Cledved the way for authorizing 
issuance of the bonds for First 
Humanics Corp., Kansas City, Mo., 
which is negotiating purchase of 
the nursing home. . 

Terre Haute Economic Develop- 
ment attorney Eric Frey sought thie 
rules suspension for the cornell to 
act on one measure to declare the 
property as an economic-develop- 
ment target area, a prerequisite for 
acting on a second proposal to 
authorize the bond issue. 


But Councilmen Ray Azar, 
D-3rd, and George Alsop, D-4th, 
indicated they were not well 
enough informed on the bond to 
make a decision on it. 


“What net gain do we have?” 
Azar asked, if the 23 additional 
jobs that First Humanics says it 
will generate by the project results 
in eliminating 23 other jobs at 
other nursing homes. 


Frey said a First Humanics 
marketing study, indicating that 
available nursing home care in the 
city is totally utilized, had been 
available to council members prior 
to Thursday's council meeting. 
Despite his appeal and that of jirat 
Humanics attorney Rick Shagl 
that the proposed bond issue 
been widely pu ublicized through he 
media, no effort was made to get 
the measures on the council floor 
for a vote. 


The non-action means the 
measures are placed in a council 
committee, as they normally would 
be, and will have to await action at 
next month’s meetings, unless a 
special meeting is called in’ the 
meantime. 


Council refusal to entertain ac- 
tion on the special ordinances came 
on the heels of a recommendation, 
receiving unanimous support of the 
a Haute - „Economic Revelyp: 
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ment Commission, to approve the 
measures. The also met 
Thursday, hours before the council 
convened. - 


The facility currently houses 120 
beds for providing skilled and 
intermediate long-term nursing 
and medical care. An additional 30 
beds are to be added to the facility, 
Lee F. Sutliffe of First Humanics 
said. 


The addition will be made after 
the facility is refurbished within 
six months, Sutliffe added. 


The present 72-member 
workforce, paid a total of $1 million 
annually, would be expanded by 23 
employees within the next three 
years and increasing the home’s 
annual payroll by an estimated 
$400,000, a report filed with EDC. 
stated. 


` Action to approve the bond 
resolution was accompanied by -` 
EDC action to declare the three- 
acre Margaret Avenue site as an 
economic-development target area, 
which Frey said was required by 
law in issuing bonds to service- 
oriented businesses. mo Naga 


Frey, noting that only 25 percent 
of the city can legally be declared 
a target area, said the city Re- 
development office is determining | 
how much of the city has been _ `; 
targeted. But he estimated that 
about 3 percent. has been erlang - 
such an area. 
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Terre Haute City Council, ap- 
parently heeding popular senti- 
‘ment against it, unanimously re- 
jected a proposed rezoning of a 
northside residential area sought 
for heavy-industrial use. 

Some of an estimated 20 resi- 
dents, armed with a petition bear- 
ing 75 names, said the rezoning of 
five lots bounded by Grand Avenue, 
16th Street, Woodie Avenue and 
Consolidated Railroad tracks 
would contribute to deteriorating 
the neighborhood, increase a noise 
problem and increase dust in the 
area. 
ae oa ees 
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An existing building, equipped 
with a loading dock, would be used 
to set up an excavation business 
and would house offices and a 
mechanics shop for repairing heavy 
equipment under a proposed sale 
by property owners Fort Harrison 
Products Corp. 

“If the heavy equipment would 
come in, it would depreciate the 
value of the property,” said Re- 
agina L. Hatfield, 2410 N. 17th St. 
She held up a petition signed by 75 
persons whom she said opposed the 
rezoning. 

Councilman Ray Azar, D-3rd, 
urged fellow council members to 
“agree with these people and defeat 
this ordinance.” Councilman Larry 
Kirchner, D-at-large, who was 
council sponsor for the measure, 


Í votes d 


-the behest of the city 


1 


rg 


sided with a unanimous council 
vote to reject it. 

The proposed rezoning had re- 
ceived both Vigo County Area Plan 
Commission and st approval 
during a plan meeting last week. 

In other business: 

e Councilman L.E. “Gene” 
Frazier, D-1st, who looked askance 
at a $14,000 federal revenue- 
sharing appropriation last week for 
an engineering water study at the 
Fort Harrison Industrial Park, said 
his study of the appropriation use 


indicated “it did not seem out of 


line,” given the amount of data 
obtained and number of man-hours 

expended in obtaining the data. 
The study, conducted by an 
Indianapolis esrb firm at 
develop- 
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ment office, was for determining 
needs in upgrading the industrial 
park’s water system. The ap- 
propriation passed. 

è The council heard from local 
attorney Verl G. Miller that some 
Seelyville residents want to annex 
the area west of Seelyville to a U.S. 
40 viaduct at the former Glenn 
Home, placing the proposed annex- 
ed area to within three miles of 
Terre Haute proper. Miller said a 
proposed annexation that close to a 
municipality would require ap- 
proval of that municipality’s gov- 
eming body. 

Kirchner, who is council presi- 
dent, said he would set up a public 
„meeting to discuss the annexation 


wn rezoning request 


the Seelyville Town Board an 
townspeople. ? 

è City Parks Superintendent Pat 
Ralston asked the council to con- 
sider allocating $200,000 of the 
remaining $512,000 in 1985 re- 
venue-sharing money for replacing 
a Rea Park golf course irrigation 
system. No indication emerged for 
when action might be taken on the 
Ralston’s request. 

e@ Three other revenue-sharing 
appropriation requests totaling 
$112,000 were approved: one for 
new street equipment, $71,000; a | 
second for street signs and related 
materials, $36,000; and city’s ex- 
ecutive membership on the Al- 


be lose 


liance for Growth and Progress 


attempt between council members, board of eS $5,000. 
Lama i 7. non 
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By Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


—— ed 

` ' Terre Haute City Council voted 
6-3 during a special meeting Tues- 
day to declare the area around 
Wallace Nursing Home, 120 W. 
Margaret Ave., an economic de- 
velopment area and to issue $4.6 
million in economic development 
bonds for First Humanics Corp. to 
purchase, refurbish and expand 
the facility. 

Voting for the special ordinance 
were Councilmen Louis J. Duby, 
Tariy W. Kirchner and Norma 
Spor , all Democrats at-large, 

iam W. Price, R-2nd, George 
Alege D-4th, and Rose E. O'Neal, 


Dissenting votes came from 
Councilmen L.E. “Gene” Frazier, 
D-ist, Ray Azar, D-3rd, and James 
Cook, R-5th. S3 4 

Frazier said he dissented 
because “I just don’t think that 
economic development bonds were 
intended for this type of acquisi- 


tion.” pi 
The Kansas City, Mo.-based 
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counç 
OKs two measures 


15 1985 


First Humanics will close the deal 
with Richard and Robert Wallace, 
owners of the nursing home, next 
Wednesday, the project developer, 
Lee Sutliffe, president of Lee F. 
Sutliffe and Associates, said. 

Phase I, during which the home 
will be refurbished, will begin 
shortly thereafter, Richard 
Shagley, First Humanics’ local 
attorney, said. 

Sutliffe said that, pending ap- 
proval of the Indiana Department 
of Health, 24 rooms with beds for 
48 persons will be added to the 
home. Construction is expected to 
begin in late summer or early fall. 

The new space is expected to be 
utilized for persons who are not in 
need of constant medical care but 
do need assisted living. 
` Robert Wallace, who currently 
administers the facility, will re- 
main in that capacity for First 
Humanics. 

“If I bought Dad’s [Richard 
Wallace’s] interest, I can’t pass the 
costs along; the new owners can,” 
Wallace said in explaining the 
family’s reasons for selling the 
facility. 
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By Sue Loughlin 


The City Council is to discuss four 
rezoning petitions, two stop-sign measures 
and ordinances to change zoning for 
downtown Terre Haute during a sunshine 
meeting tonight. 3 

e Vigo County area plan commission 

ave a favorable recommendation to all of 

the rezonings in its monthly meeting 
Wednesday. 


Petitioner Robert G. Hawkins wants to- 
rezone 1500 Washington Ave. from two?" 


family residential to strip business for 
setting up an auto-sales business: 
Hawkins wants to expand a body shop he 
currently owns at 1510 Washington Ave. 

John and Ruth Tribout would like 834 
N. 12th St. rezoned from general residen- 
tial to a type .of single-family zoning 
(planned development), allowing them to 
operate an appianco Tepai shop behind 
their home. The shop faces Locust Street, 


y across from the east entrance to Great- 
t 


Jack and Dorothy Walsh are requesting 
2400 Prairieton Road be rezoned from 


single-family residential to regional com- 


merce to accommodate an already existing 
autombile-sales and -service business. 
At 1837 Lafayette Ave., Whiteco 
Metrocom Inc. is asking the council to 
rezone the property from single-family 
residential to limited community com- 
merce to erect a billboard on the vacant 
land. A commercial zoning is required for 
billboard installation, according to Vigo 
County area plan staff. É 
In other matters, the council will discuss 
proposals to. create a new commercial 
zoning classification for a downtown area 
designed to encourage development. One 
ordinance would create the new classifica- 
tion and another would actually rezone the 
downtown area. . He 
The new classification, called the 
Downtown Business District Area (C-8), is 
based on a 1982 study which recommended 
-Other ordinances call for installing stop 
signs on Prairie and Carl avenues where 


| they intersect 11th Street. 


__ The council meets at 7:30 p.m. in City 
Courtroom. 
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State’ S high court may resolve 
st 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A controversary over whether 
Sii animan George Alsop, 
-4th, can draw two lucrative city 
paychecks may ultimately be re- 
solved in Indiana’s highest court. 

Assistant city attorney Robert F. 
Hellmann, who also is a local state 
representative, is seeking an opi- 
nion on the question from Attorney 
General Linley Pearson. 

Alsopis employed at the city- 
ome wastewater treatment 

ant 

The state Board of Accounts has 
ruled Alsop cannot continue to 
draw both paychecks. If the double- 
dipping continues, he faces possible 
civil action for recovering his 
sewage-plant | salary 

Hellmann said he believes an 
opinion from the attorney general 
carries more weight than an opi- 
nion from the state Board of 
Accounts. . 

Hellmann cited a 1981 attorney 
general’s opinion, saying Alsop 
could legally serve as a councilman 
and rons for the sewage depart- 
men 
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Too many jobs? 


Hellmann said in his letter to 
Pearson: “I do not believe that it 
can be seriously contended that a 
nonsupervisory employee of the 
sewage-disposal plant of the city of 
Terre Haute exercises a ‘power’ of 
the executive branch under the 
statutory provision, nor do I believe 
that he exercises ‘official duties’ of 
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the executive ho hould the 
constitutional provision apply.” 

Michael Claytor, a Board of 
Accounts representative in In- 
dianapolis, said the agency has 
identified about a dozen similar 
cases to Alsop’s in Indiana. 

Claytor said the Board of Ac- 
counts has notified all cities and - 
towns that dual employment will- 
become subject to audits after die ? 
30. 


A 1985 audit report releasalial in 
1986 would indicate whether Alsop 
remained a double-dipper after 
June 30, Claytor said. 

If both salaries continue to be 
paid, the audit report would be 
certified to the attorney eneral,- 
who will asked that the fulltime- 
salary be rapid, Claytor added.- 
Refusal would prompt civil action. 

Hellmann’s letter to the attorney 
general also cites a letter dated 
May 12, 1983, from City Controller- 
Tharon | Geckeler asking the Board 
of Accounts to issue a written order 
prohibiting her from paying Alsop 
both salaries. 

he Board of Accounts 
responded, saying Geckeler had 
the authority to pay Alsop for bay 
jobs, Hellmann said. he 
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sought 1 2 1985 


The City Council will be asked ; 
Thursday to consider combining : 
jobs of parks and cemetery ; 
superintendent under one title, 
City Attorney Robert O. Effmer 
said. 

A 1984 special salary ordinance , 
would be amended to create the 
position superintendent of parks 
and cemeteries for Pat Ralston. He 
would retain his current $20,000 
annual Parks Department pay, 
plus $6,615 for working 20 hours a 
i for administering cemetery | Community Affairs File 

Former cemetery Superinten- | 
dent Arthur C. Allan was paid an 
annual rate of $13,230 before his 
recent retirement. 

Introduction of the amendment ceeret ice 
pe prompted by a stato Board yi REFER oleae JL ATE 

ccounts suggestion that a revise j CU 

Jae description or method of DO NOT CIRC 
documenting time in each job was 
needed. 

Ralston said he has been keeping 
a temporary log to document. his, 
oi fe, Doroth d an Public Libraty. 

an’s wife, Dorothy, retired as Ie n ubl! at 
cemetery clerk at the same time as V gO C 29 w 
her husband. Mary Dammann, = 
formerly of the Parks Department, 
transferred into Dorothy Allan’s - 
job. Rita J. Kendall continues to 
serve as assistant superintendent 
of cemeteries. 
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By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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A revised city smoke-detector ordinance 
being put together for rental properties 
apparently has approval of both Mayor P. 
Pete Chalos and a local apartment associa- 
tion. - 

City Councilman L.E. “Gene” Frazier, 
D-1st,, who explained the pro osal to the 
Apartment Association of West Central 
Indiana, said the plan calls for “shared 
resposibility” between landlords and te- 
nants. 

Apartment owners would provide and 
install battery-powered smoke detectors 


outside ih séparate s ing area in the 
immediate vicinity of the bedrooms, and on 
each additional story of the family unit 
including basements. 

Tenants would be responsible for main- 
taining the detectors. 


“Were talking about the preservation of” 


life rather than the preservation of 
property,” Frazier said. 

The new proposal does not call for an 
inspection bureau, a component which 
created opposition with the association 
when an earlier ordinance was rejected by 
the City Council in July 1984. 

“I think we’ve eliminated the need for 
another bureaucracy,” Frazier said. 

Chalos said in a phone interview 
Thursday that he favors the new measure, 


= 
- 


and heres it will be approved by the City 
Council. “I’m pleased he [Frazier] and the 
committee are putting it together ... It’s 
something we’ve needed for a long time.” 

Frazier said the measure is still in the 
City Council’s Traffic and Safety Commit- 
tee. A committee meeting is scheduled for 
5 p.m. Tuesday to discuss the measure, 
and possibly vote it out of committee. If so, 
the ordinance could come up for first 
reading in July. 

Harold Newby, Apartment Association 
president, said a quorum of the group’s 
executive board recently gave unanimous 
approval to the new measure. 

e would endorse it as it stands now,” 
Newby said. “We feel this is simplified, and 
places liability where it should be.” 
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rtment group endorse detector bill 


© Qu N sy f pi 
Smoke alarms would be required for any — 


person who rents or leases any room, 
apartment or house to another for oc- 
cupancy of more than 30 days. The 
measure calls for battery-powered detec- 
tors approved by Underwriters 
Laboratories. ‘hy 

Prior to occupancy, the owner of the 
property would obtain a signed receipt 
from the tenant showing compliance. 

Frazier said the committee, in preparing 
the ordinance, followed recommendations 
of the National Fire Protection Associa- 
tion. 

Though there are no penalty. provisions, 
Frazier said that matter may vat Bal 
addressed by the committee. r 
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| erre pea City Council 
Í acorved five rezonings th little 
discussion Thursday, including one 
which creates a new classification 
| for downtown called the downtown 
“business«district> > maint 

i ne amendment was Cade to the 
ii downtown measure-as a result of 


members last wee 

‘The measure, as originally 
proposed, indicated the city re- 
development department could re- 
| quire certain downtown projects to 
provide major parking acilities. 

The measure’ was changed 
j Thursday to read that redevelop- 
If ment could require certain 
downtown parcels “designated in 


tow: 


ed 
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an urban renewal plan” to have 
parking facilities. 

Gerald Brett, director of the Vigo 
County Area Planning Depart- 
ment, explained the amendment, 
said the city does not now have a 
downtown urban renewal plan, so 


the parking requirement would not 


ap 

p: other matters, the council 
approved a transfer of $6,500 in the 
Parks and Recreation Department 
budget for repairs at certain park 
facilities due to winter freeze, 
vandalism and high water. Lar- 
rison Pavilion needs electrical re- 
pairs, Collett Park needs water line 
repairs, and the fountain at 
Fairbanks park was damaged by 


AC designa O 
y,counci 


winter flooding. 


(uy: 


The council also approved ‘a 
resolution transferring pa 609 in 
the Cemetery Department budget: 
for insurance payments. 

-council tabled a measure to 


age er $2,000 in the Board of 


Works and Sa budget from 
insurance to “refuse collection,” 
which is a services contractual 
account. 

City Attorney Robert Effner.=2 
member of the Works Board, said 
the funding was needed. 
typewriter maintenance and for 
“unexpected” expenses stemming 
from transcripts requested fer -re- 
cent disciplinary hearingacde 
firefighters. , 
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Alsop waits 


An issue of whether City Coun- 
cilman George Alsop, D-4th, can 
legally draw city ayeti both as 
a councilman-and as an employee 
of the city’s wastewater treatment 

lant could be resolved by the 
ndiana Supreme Court this fall, 
Attorney General Linley E. 
Pearson said Thursday. 

Pearson said Hoosier cities, 
counties and towns are awaiting 
the justices’ ruling after a lower 
court ruled that city councilmen/ 
county councilman cannot draw 
paychecks as employees from the 
cities/counties in which they serve 


on 


Co JaC, 
as“council members. 

The state Board of Accounts has 
said Alsop should not continue 
drawing both paychecks. If he does 
draw both, he wil! be faced with 
paying back the salary for the non- 
elected job, the board said. 

Assistant city attorney Robert F. 
Hellmann intervened in the matter 
two weeks ago and requested an 
official opinion from Pearson on the 
legality of Alsop collecting both 
paychecks. 

Pearson said during a visit to 
Terre Haute on Thursday that he 
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court ruling 


would not issue an opinion until 
the matter is exhausted in the 
courts. i 

If the high court affirms the 
lower court’s decision, Pearson 
said, Alsop could be liable for 
collecting both naychecks. 

If the state Board of Accounts 
certifies an audit to Pearson’s office 
stating the councilman collected 
both paychecks in violation of the 
law the attorney general can file 
litigation to recover money paid to 
Alsop from the sewage-treatment 
plant. A 
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Park irri ation a 


By Kathy. Gurchiek 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A city parks department request 
for $200,000 of federal revenue 
sharing funds to install an irriga- 
tion system at Rea Park is about 
$15,300 more than what the city 
spent last year in revenue sharing 
money for salaries and benefits for 
60 employees. 

The City Council is expected to 
act on the appropriation ordinance 
during a regular meeting at 7:30 
p.m. July 11. No sunshine meeting 
is scheduled for July, due to the 
Fourth of July holiday. 

This year the city has received a 
total of $572,000 from its two 
entitlements — $241,000 in 
January and $331,000 in April. 
The remaining entitlements will be 
received in July and September. 

“There will be a reduction in July 
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big 


uction in 
money received, City Controller 


- Tharon Geckeler said last week. 


The July and September entitle- 
ments will be down, but she did not 
know by how much. As of March 
1985, the city was expected to 
receive a total of $965,234 in total 
federal revenue sharing money. 

Last year, the city received 
$776,000 and spent $856,852.81 in 
federal revenue-sharing money. 
The $856,852.81 included interest 
earnings, Geckeler said. The city’s 
largest ee from federal 
revenue sharing money during 
1984 was $316,480.43 for a street 
department garage and new leaf 
collectors. 

The second largest expenditure 
in 1984 was $184,702.91. That 
amount covered salaries and 
benefits for 53 crossing guards, two 
police department clerks, fur radio 
operators and one legal advisor, 
according to figures supplied by 
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3 C27 : . ae / 
The money is réceived quarteng; 
with the amount varying yearly 
based on a city’s per capita income, 
census and local tax effort. 

City parks superintendent 
Patrick R. Ralston in December 
had identified constructing a new 
irrigation system at Rea Park golf 
course as a departmental goal 
during 1985. 

It is among 14 capital improve- 
ment “goals listed for this year, and 
the only one earmarked for federal 
revenue sharing money. According 
to an outline of departmental goals 
Ralston prepared for Mayor P. Pete 
Chalos and the City Council in 
December, construction was 
estimated at $160,000 from federal 
revenue sharing funds. 

That figure was updated to 
$200,000 since talking with an 
Indianapolis architect who has 
designed similiar systems, Ralston 
said last week. 
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for self, street aides Thursday 


By Kathy Gurchiek 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


City Council members are 
scheduled to act Thursday on 
proposed pay increases for 
themselves and two assistant 
street commissioners. 

Members’ current annual pay of 
$4,500 would be raised $400 or less 
than 10 percent, effective Jan. 1, 
1986. 

That same salary ordinance 
keeps Mayor P. Pete Chalos’s 
salary at $40,000. Chalos, who also 
receives an additional $3,000 from 
the sewage billing office, was 
granted a 59 percent raise last 
year. 

Current pay levels also would be 
retained for City Clerk Charles P. 
Hanley and acting City Court 
Judge Herbert R. Gerdink, who 
receive $20,440 and $19,467, 
respectively. 


Gerdink also receives $11,097 as 
one of two part-time attorneys for 
the Vigo County Department of 
Public Welfare. A proposed 9.8 
percent pay increase would raise 
that salary by $1,097 effective 1986 
if approved by the Vigo County 
Council later this summer. 


A separate salary ordinance 
proposes a $2,128 pay raise to 
$17,850 for assistant street com- 
missioner Bob LovVron. The or- 
dinance also would establish a 
second assistant street com- 
missioner at $17,850. That person 
has not yet been hired. 


Both salaries would be retroac- 
tive to Jan. 1, 1985, the ordinance 
stated. The money would come 
from a proposed ye doco or- 
dinance of $19,978 from the Motor 
Vehicle Highway Fund. 

Adding that money to the cur- 
rent $15,722 salary LovVron re- 
ceives and dividing it by two would 
generate the funds needed for the 


proposed salaries for two assistant 
street commissioners. 


Chalos said Tuesday that if the 
City Council approves the or- 
dinance, the second assistant likely 
would be hired within a week. He 
declined to say who that person 
would be, although acknowledged 
it was someone within the depart- 
ment. 


“I don’t think one person down 
there could supervise 40 people or 
50 people,” Chalos said, explaining 
the additional assistant. 

The additional assistant won't 
take away work from new Street 
Commissioner George A. Ralston 
Jr., who replaced Forrest “Swam- 
py” Swan. Swan walked off the job 
in May following a disagreement 
with Chalos. 

The Street Commissioner re- 
ceives $19,628, according to the 
1985 city budget. Pay proposal for 
Ralston would appear when a city 
budget is drawn up. 
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Council approves several money bills 
for sidewalks, rubber rail crossings 


The Terre Haute City Council 
approved $11,000 as part of the 
city’s share for installation of new 
rubberized railroad crossings at 
14th Street and College Avenue 
and at 16th Street. and Maple 
Avenue when it met Thursday 
night. 

lso, the council approved 
$62,500 as the city’s share for a 
project along Wabash Avenue from 


19th to 25th streets which calls for 
installation of new curbs and 
sidewalks and turning lanes along 
Wabash. 

It approved an ordinance 
restricting parking in certain sec- 
tion of the city-county parking lot 
for emergency vehicles. Violators 
will receive warning tickets and 
repeat violators will have their cars 
towed. 
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By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Newly appointed city street com- 
missioner George Ralston told 
Terre Haute City Council members 
Thursday night that the depart- 
ment was in total shambles when 
he assumed his duties four weeks 
ago. a 
Council members unanimously 
approved hiring an additional as- 
sistant superintendent and to in- 
crease the existing assistant 
superintendent’s salaries along 
with approving $200,000 for a new 


ANC 
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at Rea Park and authorizing 
$200,000 for street respfocing, 

The assistant superintendent 
will be paid $17,850. 

“Some of the things that have 
occurred at the Street Department 
border on criminal. There was so 
much waste,” Ralston said. 

“I understand that four years ago 
the department had an annual 
budget of $2 million and 70 
employees. Today we have a $1 
million annual budget and 38 
employees. 

“If you're not going to support me 
and the Street Department with 
the funds we need for personnel 


CIl approves 
irrigation system for the golf course 


_ 
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and equipment, you should forget 
about the department,” Ralston 
told the council. 

Ralston, who retired after 28 
years with the federal prison 
system, said the philosophy among 
employees in the past has been 
“run the equipment until it falls 
apart and then ask for money to 
buy something new. 

“Morale is zero among the 
ep ees. 

“I dont know anything about 
olitics, but you can’t be one of the 
oys and run that department,” he 

said. ; 

Councilman George Alsop, 
D-4th, told Ralston, “We don’t run 


personn 
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that damn department. We’re not 
responsible for what’s happened in 
the past and we don’t hire or fire 
any of the employees. We’ve funded 
the Street Department in every 
way they ever asked.” 

In seeking money for two assis- 
tant commissioners, Ralston said, 
“Let’s put the number of people 
{supervisors] at the department to 
run it properly or forget about it. 

“Whatever you do at the depart- _ 
ment you'll be a hero because 
nothing has been done the right 
way for years,” Ralston added. 

Mayor P. Pete Ch i e 
ing the council 
Ralston said, “We 

mm 


supervision in the Street | 
ment. Working foremen li 
had in the past have nol 3 
In another matter, council ap- 
proved a plan pe Sagar by Chalos 
to combine the position of 
superintendent of parks and 
cemetery into one job. Parks 
Superintendent Patrick R. Ralston 
has assumed that new position 
which by virtue of the council’s 
approval gave Ralston a $6,615 pay 
raise. n 
The council tabled an ordinance 
calling for overtime pay for city 
employees other than police and 
firefighters during emergency 
situations. , ä 


O u 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Legal sn 


A legal snag kept Terre Haute 
City Council members from pass- 
ing an ordinance granting 
themselves $400 pay raises next 
year. But the council did approve 

‘pay increases for police and 
firefighters and non-elected city 
workers. 

The council’s salary ordinance 
was tabled after members learned 
a legal advertisement was not 
published as required 30 days 
before Thursday night’s session. 
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$4,500 annually. 

That same pay ordinance keeps 
Mayor P. Pete Chalos’s annual 
salary at $40,000, not counting 
$3,000 he receives for supervising 
the sewage treatment piant. Also, 
no pay raises would go to City 
Clerk Charles P. Hanley, who 
earns $20,440, or acting City Court 
Judge Herbert R. Gerdink, who is 
paid $19,467. 


Vigo County Public Library 


ag halts pay-raise vote 


phic Yh benders, under a 


three-year contract ratified last 
year by council members, are 
scheduled to receive an $800 
across-the-board pay increase in 
1986 and $1,000 in 1987. 

With Councilmen L.E. “Gene” 
Frazier, D-1ist, William Price, 
R-2nd, and James Cook, R-5th, 
dissenting, the council voted 6-3 an 
average $632 annual pay raise for 
each city worker. 
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Frazier wants two-tier golf fees 
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By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


City Councilman L.E. “Gene” 
Frazier, D-1st, proposed that coun- 
ty and out-of-town golfers using 
facilities at Rea Park and Hulman 
Links be charged higher green fees 
than city residents. 

Frazier’s proposal came at 
Thursday night’s City Council 
meeting in which council members 
approved $200,000 in federal re- 
venue-sharing funds for an irriga- 
tion system to water golf course 
fairways at Rea Park. 

Frazier said 40 percent of the 
signatures on petitions supporting 


the irrigation system for the golf 
course were from non-city resi- 
dents. 

“City residents are paying taxes 
so that county residents and out-of- 
oe folks can play golf,” Frazier 
said. 

Parks Supintendent Patrick R. 
Ralston told council members that 
revenuesfrom Rea Park this year 
should amount to $35,000 while 
golf fees from Hulman Links are 
estimated at $85,000. 

Ralston promised council that he 
would submit a plan for the higher 
green fees before next year’s golf 
season. 

He defended spending on a new 
irrigation system, saying, “The 
Department of Redevelopment has 


spent $6 [millioin] to $7 million for 
low-income people in Terre Haute, 
while little money is spent for the 
middle-income people who are the 
backbone of this community. These 
folks deserve a break.” 

That prompted Councilman Ray 
Azar, D-3rd, to say that federal 
revenue-sharing funds benefit all 
city residents. “When we buy a 
police car with revenue-sharing 
money that’s beneficial to all of the 
community.” 

Councilman William Price, 
R-2nd, asked Ralston if he thought 
the irrigation installation is a 
waste of tax money. ʻ 

“If I waste $200,000 you'll 
probably be looking for a new park 
superintendent,” Ralston said. ` 
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The City Council is to meet in 

-special session Thursday to act on 

an estimated $3.31 million in 

funding requests for three local 

economic-developmentprojects and 

= consider approving a salary or- 
dinance for elected officials. 


No initical Concepts Inc. of 3661 
: Fruitridge Ave. is seeking an 
estimated $1.2 million in low- 
oe long zaad popra grane 

is; Rural King, a farm-supply 
d household-goods retailer, is 
seeking up to $1.16 million in 
simil unds, and the city is 


oney, 
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seeking an estimated $950,000 in 
federal Economic Development Ad- 
ministration funds for making im- 
provements to the Fort Harrison 
Industrial Park. 

The council is to act on the 
funding requests and applications 
during a 5 p.m. meeting in City 
Hall. 

Numerical Concepts requests $1 
million in industrial-revenue bonds 
and an estimated $200,000 Urban 
Development Action Grant for ac- 
quiring manufacturing equipment 
for its tool-and-die-making opera- 
tion. 

Council members will be asked to 
act on an inducement resolution, 
enabling Numerical Concepts to 


C Depart of 
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 _ Beenuse Rural King is a n 
seek financing for the low-interest company, council members 
bonds. Bond approval would result 


in adding 15 additional empia 


be | 
asked to consider declaring the 
pipak -Grant’s property an 
{ momic-development target area, 


accounting for an additional 


$262,500 payroll on top of an demonstrating cessation of growth | 


existing $950,000 annual payroll, 
Terre Haute Economic Develop- 
ment Commission attorney Eric A. 
Frey said. ` $i 


within the proposed target area. 
CBS Inc. moved from that property 
at least a year ago. 
The city is to know by Sept. 30 
whether its applicatio rly 
$950,000 in ; : 


The company’s UDAG applica- 
tion is to be submitted for U.S. : 
Housing and Urban Development matched 50-50 with city as 
approval by July 31. HUD is to act een approved for making street, 
on the application by Oct. 1, Frey i rb and sidewalk improvement ın 


said. Fort Harrisor lustrial Park, 
Rural 125 city economic-develo t 
in industrial-revenue ‘up specialist Darrell W. Auterson 


id. 
e = members will be asked to 
lication Thursday. 


to $200,000 in UD. 


buying and renovating th 


‘at 


-*Grant’s building 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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alary ordinance for raising 
council members’ pay by $400 a 
year was tabled during a July 12 
meeting after the council learned 
the proposal had not been 
adaeiticedt a required 30 ee 
Council members currently are 
paid $4,500. The same ordinance 
leaves pay intact for Mayor P. Pete 
Chalos ($40,000), City Clerk 
Charles P. Hanley ($20,440) and 
City Judge Herbert R. Gerdink 
_($19,467). 5 . : 


have 24 employee 
payroll in one year and 36 on a 
$401,683 payroll in three years. 
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When the Terre Haute City Council 
meets tonight in special session it 
should hesitate not one whit to approve 
a. $400-per-year salary increase for 
itself. at increase would raise a 
councilman’s pay from $4,500 to 
$4,900. 

That modest. raise is deserved, de- 
served if you believe — as do we — that 
public service on the council and in 
other seats of government should not 
be discouraged by negative incentives 
such as pay so low that it insults. 

Certainly the efforts expended by 


e raise 


Terre Haute’s current council are 
worth far more than $34,300 a year, 
the total salary that would be paid to 
the seven councilmen if they pass the 
salary ordinance. 

The same ordinance holds Mayor 
Chalos’ salary at $40,000, which is 
reasonable following the well-deserved 
pay increase the council gave him last 
year. 

The council ought to vote 7-0 on this 
one. It’s a modest proposal that 
shouldn't cause the council a second 
thought. 
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By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Terre Haute City Council 
gave the go-ahead Thursday for 
Numerical Concepts Inc. of 3661 N. 
Fruitridge Ave. to negotiate for 
$1.2 million in low-interest loans, 
but withdrew similar action that 
would have allowed a farm-supply 
retailer to set up shop locally. 

The council withdrew action on 
Illinois-based Rural King to 
negotiate for a $963,125 loan Wan. 
industrial revenue-bonds and to 
borrow up to $200,000 in federal 
Urban Development Action Grant 
funds. Those funds were to be used 


for purchasing and renovating the 
former Grant’s building at Brown 
and Wabash avenues. 

Council action to withdraw con- 
sideration of the measures followed 
an earlier Economic Development 
Commission meeting in which re- 
monstrators were present to voice 
opposition to the bond-authoriza- 
tion measure, commission attorney 
Eric Frey said. 

The commission made no recom- 
mendation to the council on 
whether the measures should be 
approved, 

ouncil authorized Numerical 
Concepts to negotiate for a $1 
million loan using revenue bonds 
and approved an application for up 


tool-and-die-making concern. 

An ordinance increasing council 
members’ annual pay $400 to 
$4,900 was tabled, 5-2, with Re- 
publican Councilmen James Cook, 
5th, and William Price, 2nd, voting 
against tabling. Councilmen 
George Alsop, D-4th, and Ray Azar, 
D-3rd, were absent from the meet- 
ing. 

An applicative was approved for 
requesting nearly $950,000 from 
the U.S. Economic Development 
Administration for making street, 
curb and sidewalk improvementa 
to the Fort Harrison Industrial 
Park. The city would match those 
funds 50-50 if the grant were 


to $200,000 in UDAG funds for the\ approved. = | 
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By Dick RobinsbAUG 8 1995 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A special ordinance to expand 
Terre Haute’s economic-develop- 
ment target area is among 
measures awaiting action by the 
City Council at 7:30 p.m. today in 
City Hall. 

The proposal would extend the 
current target area on Wabash 
Avenue from Third to Ninth streets 
east to Brown Avenue. Businesses 
wanting to expand within a 
declared target area can apply for 
low-interest industrial 
bond financing through the city or 
state. 

The council also is to consider 


revenue > 


federal revenue-sharing appropria- 
tions totaling $204,000 for buying 
Street Department equipment, 
police vehicles and cemetery vehi- 
cles. 

Other proposed appropriations 
from a capital-improvement fund 
would earmark $6,375 for improv- 
ments on Wabash Avenue between 
10th and 13th streets and $6,500 
for improving Wabash Avenue 
between 19th and 25th streets. 

Another proposal, requested by 
Indiana State University, calls for 
vacating Mulberry Street between 
Fifth and Sixth streets and three 
alleys. ' 

An ordinance providing pay 
other than salaries to city 
employee will be before the coun- 
cil. 
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By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Should a city councilman 
representing one district introduce 
an ordinance when the matter at 
hand is not in his “turf”? 

L.E. “Gene” Frazier, 
doesn’t think so. 

Frazier made his displeasure 
known during Thursday’s City 
Council sunshine session that 
fellow Councilman William Price, 
R-2nd, introduced two rezoning 
ordinances in Frazier’s district. 

Frazier also said Price had not 
contacted him about the measures. 

The petitions were for properties 


D-1st, 


at 1448 S. 13% St. and 700 S. 13th 
t. 

Frazier said it was the “perfect 
example of somebody stepping 
outside of their boundaries ... 

After the meeting, Frazier said 
he would not have sponsored the 
rezonings, but in such a case, the 
ordinance should: be sponsored by 
an at-large council member. 

Council president Larry 
Kirchner, D-at large, said he 
believed members should notify 
one another if they sponsor 


something outside their juraedies 
tions. 

Kirchner said citizens have a 
right to a public hearing in such 
matters, regardless of the personal 
ovinions_ of a council member. 
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By Joe Bakel $ 10 1985 


Assistant City Editor 


Issues surrounding a proposal to 
rezone a southside property to 
accommodate a motorcycle cłub 
touched off a lively exchange of 
views during a city council meeting 
Thursday. 

Local attorney Richard J. 
Shagley, representing the local 
chapter of Naptown Riders 
Motorcycle Club Inc. at 1448 S. 
13⁄2 St., told the council he 
thought the measure was to be 
tabled, following action of the Vigo 
County Area Plan Commission last 
week to table the measure. 

Shagley said he wanted time to 
clear up title problems. He added 


that he was left with the im- 


VIGO COL 


pression at council’s sunshine 
session last week that the measure 
would be tabled. 

Councilman L.E. “Gene” Frazier, 
D-ist, responded to Shagley’s ap- 
peal by requesting a council vote on 
the rezoning. 

Frazier said the issue had been 
discussed enough publicly last 
week. He added, “People are enti- 
tled to some peace and serenity” in 
knowing the issue had been dis- 
posed of. 

Frazier said Friday that 
neighborhood opposition to the 
Naptown Riders club convinced 
him to vote against rezoning the 
property from two-family residen- 
tial to general residential, thereby 
allowing the club to be properly 
zoned. 

Request for rezoning follows the 


Naptqwn Riders club’s purchase of 


A AVL 


VAC C) o 
rezoning issue 


tL 


the property at November’s tax 
sale: The former church has been 
used as a motorcycle club for the 
last seven years, Shagley said. 

After asking the council to table 
the measure last week, Shagley 
told the council Thursday, “I as- 
sumed that it was tabled ... Un- 
fortunately Mr. Frazier did not tell 
me his intentions” to cal] fora vote. 
“It seems unfair to m 

Frazier reminded "Sheeley that 
council decisions are not made 
during sunshine sessions, where 
proposals face public discussion. 
“The time for decision is at this 
[regular] meeting,” Frazier said. 

r. President, the rules are 

there and he [Shagley] is yel 
aware that the rules are there. You 
have a motion on the floor.” The 
council went against the Area 
Plan’s decision to table the 
measure and voted to reject it, 7-0. 
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By Joe Baker 
Assistant City Editor 


A farm- and household-supply company 
previously denied city-authorized bond 
financing may receive similar financing 
indirectly through a proposal pending 
before the City Council. 

The council is considering a proposal to 
enlarge a downtown area that would 
qualify businesses within that area to 
apply for industrial revenue bonds, a type 
of cheap financing of industrial develop- 
ment. 

The proposal to extend an economic 
development target area, currently from 
Third to Ninth streets on Wabash Avenue, 
to Brown Avenue has been assigned to 
council committee and will be discussed 
during a Sept. 5 council sunshine session. 

The council would act on extending the 
target area during a Sept. 12 meeting. 

Rural King of Mattoon, Ill., had re- 
quested the old Grant’s building at Brown 
and Wabash avenues be declared an 
economic target area so it could apply for 
revenue-bond financing to open the vacant 
property as a retail business. 

he Terre Haute Economic Development 
Commission on July 25 bowed tô opposi- 
tion from downtown businessmen and 
decided against recommending the City 
Council approve the Rural King target 
area and bond authorization. The no- 
recommendation left the council later that 
day with no business on which to act, so 
the proposals were withdrawn from con- 
sideration. 

Businessmen complained Rural King 
would have been given preferential treat- 
ment if a target area were declared for the 


Grant’s building. 

The latest council proposal would essen- 
tially put all downtown businessmen, from 
Third Street to Brown Avenue, on equal 
footing in applying for cheap financing 
through issuance of industrial revenue 
bonds. The plan apparently is helping 
rekindle Rural Kings interest. 

“Were still much interested in Terre 
Haute. This will help,” Rural King Presi- 
dent Kermit Speer said Tuesday of the 
latest council proposal. “It depends on how 
it affects us.” 

Speer said he was unaware of the 
specifics of the proposal. 

City Councilman Ray Azar, D-3rd, Terre 
Haute Area Chamber of Commerce Presi- 
dent Earl C. Rodgers and Terre Haute 
Alliance for Growth and Progress Ex- 
ecutive Director Albert G. Smith visited 
Rural King officials Aug. 6 to indicate 
Terre Haute is not opposed to out-of-town 
businesses coming here. 

“At that point, we didn’t have the 
specifics” of the proposal, Azar said 

Spader: Rodgers described the visit as “a 
goodwill gesture.” 

“I definitely feel it would be in the city’s 
best interest to act favorably” on extending 
the target area, Azar said. He added that 
if the Rural King bond authorization came 
to vote on July 25, he would have voted in 
favor of it. 

Azar called getting vacant buildings 
back into business “exactly what [revenue 
bonds] should do.” 

He added that casual conversation with 
other councilmembers indicated that a 
majority of the council may approve 
extending the target area. 

Azar said also that Mayor P. Pete Chalos 
and the city redevelopment office had 
“broken their backs” in demonstrating 
Terre Haute’s interest in Rural King. 
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By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Terre Haute City Council 
members’ annual salaries will in- 
crease by $400 next year, following 
passage Thursday of a pay or- 
dinance opposed by three coun- 
cilmen. 

Councilmen William Price, 
R-2nd; James Cook, R-5th; and 
L.E. “Gene” Frazier, D-1st, voted 
against the ordinance. 

The twice-delayed pay measure 
passed without discussion. 

e pay raise will boost the 
annual pay for council members to 
$4,900 effective Jan. 1. 

The ordinance calls for the 
salaries of Mayor P. Pete Chalos, 
Citv_Clerk Charles P. Hanley and 


REFERENCE 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


yY Affairs | 


acting City Court Judge Herbert R. 
Gerdink to remain unchanged next 
year. 

Chalos earns. $40,000 plus 
$3,000 for overseeing the sewage 
treatment plant, while Hanley 
receives $20,440 and Gerdink, 
$19,467. 

The council also voted 9-0 to 
approve a $10,000 fund transfer in 
the Police Department budget. 

Police Chief Gerald Loudermilk 
said he needed $2,000 to pay bills 
incurred by the police merit com- 
mission and $8,000 to purchase 
equipment for new policemen. 

Council members will convene at 
7 p.m. Monday for a public hearing 
in the City Hall courtroom to 
discuss the 1986 budget. Budget 
adoption is eclied dled Aug. 26, 
same place and time. 
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By Donna Christenberry 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The budget for the fire alarm depart- 
ment set off warning bells in the minds of 
City Council members during their public 
hearing Monday on the proposed 1986 
budget for the city. 

Councilman L.E. “Gene” Frazier, D-1st, 
asked why $5,000 more was requested for 
telephone bills, a new budget item, when 
the city had planned to save money by 
eliminating the old fire-alarm box system. 

Superintendent Glen Rudisel responded 
that money was expected to be the 
department’s half of the 1986 telephone 
bill for its new dispatch center in the 
bowels of City Hall, where it moved at the 
start of 1985. The amount includes fees for 
automatic dialers, a private dialer and the 
emergency number. 

Council President Larry W. Kirchner, D- 
at large, asked about a $22,000 request for 
new equipment, up from $2,000 in the 
1985 budget. 

When Kirchner was told the request 
involved the department’s half of new 
panne in the dispatch center, Coun- 
cilman Ray Azar, D-3rd,. asked where 
savings occurred by removing the fire- 
alarm box system. The proposed 1986. 
budget is $34,275 compared to $8,830 for 


Mayor P. Pete Chalos jumped into 
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discussion, saying the savings werent 
really visible because the fire-alarm box 
system would have cost $500,000 to repair. 

Rudisel also pointed. out, an extra 
$20,000 being requested for new equip- 
ment was a one-time request. Among other 
items, he said the old recorde for alarm 
calls needed replacement and 4 new radio 
was needed. 

The Terre Haute Fire Department’s 
proposed budget of $3,084,258 compared to 
1985’s $2,918,353 also was questioned. 

Fire Chief William E. Terrell said a 
$14,000 request for instruction would 
cover continuing-education classes for 
firefighters through Indiana Vocational 
Technical College. A firefighter could start 
ana probationary officer and move up, he 
said. 

Likewise, he defended an increase in 
travel expenses from $500 to the requested 
$1,500 as needed to send younger 
firefighters to workshops around the state 
conducted by the State Fire Marshal’s 
office. 

Council members judged both items as 
money which would be well spent. 

While the Fire Department had 
budgeted $2,000 for oil in 1985 and 
requested the same amount in 1986, 
Frazier noted the department spent only 
$29.20 for oil in 1984. — te" 
- Terrell, who became fire chief this year, 
said all department vehicles are now on a 
regular maintenance schedule. - 
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A special call of the Terre he 
City Council at 6:30 p.m. Monday 
in City Hall will deal with in- 
dustrial pretreatment of waste and 
Environmental Protection Agency 
regulations. 

much lengthier session will 
come later that evening — at 7 — 
when the council votes on adoption 
of the proposed 1986 budget. 

At the 6:30 p.m. session, a 
resolution will be offered sayi 
the city is working to meet del 
requirements on pretreating in- 
dustrial waste before it enters the 
sewage-treatment system. Mayor 
P. Pete Chalos said once the 
resolution is passed, it will be 
submitted to the EPA regional 
office in Chicago, along with the 
city’s preliminary plan for pretreat- 
ment. The action signifies the city’s 
intent to EPA, which may offer 
Suge gestions. 

halos said a meeting will be 
conducted with industries affected 
by the pretreatment plan next 


week. Their input will be sought . 


ion slated 
na an ordinance is passed, he 
said. 

Friday afternoon Chalos said he, 
the city engineer, attorney and 
superintendent of the treatment 
plant had reviewed and modified 
recommendations by the In- 
dianapolis consulting firm Howard, 
Needles, Tammen and Bergendoff. 
The recommendations boiled down 
the firm’s 300-page report to help 
the city comply with the Clean 
Water Act. 

EPA has filed a suit against 
Terre Haute in U.S. District Court, 
charging non-compliance. 

A second special session at 6:45 
p.m. will involve the introduction of 
an ordinance to vacate an alley 
behind the former Torner House, 
which exists on the plat maps but 
not in reality. alos said a 
potential buyer is interested in the 
property. - 

Also during that session, the 
rezoning of 1101 N. Ninth St., 
tabled in July, will be resurrected, 
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By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Mayor P. Pete Chalos and Coun- 
cilman L.E. “Gene” Frazier, D-1st, 
agreed Wednesday that City Coun- 
cil members were not guilty of 
shirking their responsibilities by 
forwarding the city’s 1986 proposed 
budget of $17.5 million onto review 
boards without cuts. 

Terre Haute’s proposed budget 
for next year exceeds state 
guidelines by $1.2 million. 

Council members Monday night 
declined to make budget cuts and 
opted to allow City Controller 

haron Geckeler to make 


necessary reductions in areas other 
-than salaries and contractural 
services. 

That measure, Frazier said, will 
result in cuts totaling at least 
$700,000 from the general fund 
and park and recreation depart- 
ment. 

The remaining $500,000 in cuts 
will have to be made by the 
controller, Frazier said. 

Chalos said that council 
members could have done “some 
cosmetic surgery” on the budget — 
some $60,000 to $70,000. 

Chalos blamed budget increases 
on projected utility increases. 
“Sooner or later skyrocketing utili- 
ty increases are going-to become a 
statewide issue. 
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“Actually the taxpayers of Terre 
Haute are getting double-dipped. 
They are paying excessive utility 
rates at home and again in the. 


form of taxes to have city utilities,” 


Chalos said. 


_ Frazier said that council 
members instructed Geckeler to 


cut budgets back to 1985 levels if 
necessary to conform to state 
guidelines. : 

Frazier said that state guidelines 
allow the city to increase the 1986 
budget by $439,379, while salary 
increases for city employees for 
next year amount to $429,176. 

Chalos said he was satisfied with 
the council’s action in instructing 
the controller to make the 
necessary cuts. 
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The Terre Haute City Council is 
to act on a lengthy agenda at 7:30 

:m. today in City Hall, headlined 

y ordinances requiring smoke 

detectors in rental units and ex- 
tending an economic-development 
target area. 

No one spoke against the smoke- 
detector ordinance at the sunshine 
session last week. The measure 
would require landlords to provide 
smoke detectors by each bedroom 
in a rental unit and also in the 
basement. If approved, the- or- 
dinance would be effective Jan. 1. 

Extending the economic-develop- 
ment target area from Ninth Street 
to Brown Avenue along Wabash 
‘Avenue would make Rural King, a 
Mattoon, Ill.-based business, 
eligible to apply for low-interest 
industria] revenue bonds. The firm 
recently purchased the East 
Wabash shopping plaza and plans 
to open a home-improvements and 
farm-supply store Nov. 1. 

The council will also consider 
authorizing a $3.15 million issue of 
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economic-dévelopment revenue 
bonds to build 120 residential units 
in the Village Quarter project. 

Indiana State University’s re- 
quest to vacate Mulberry Street 
between Fifth and Sixth streets, 
along with three alleys in the area, 
also will come up for action, as will 
the Eagle Lodge's request to vacate 
an alley between Third and Fourth 
streets and College Avenue and 
Cruft Street. 

Several appropriation items are 
on the agenda: $6,375 from 
cumulative capital-improvement 
funds for street improvements on 
Wabash Avenue from 10th to 13th 
streets and another $6,500 for 
improvements to Wabash from 
19th to 25th streets; $150,000 from 
federal revenue-sharing funds for 
police squad cars and another 
$17,000 for cemetery department 
vehicles. 

Rezoning requests involve 
ha aes at 2200 Liberty Ave., 816 
and 826 Spruce St., 2731 S. 30th 
St., 1566 Eighth Ave., and 2971 S. 
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New items on the agenda include 
preparing an appeal to the state 
Board of Tax Commissioners, say- 
ing utility increases and payments 
to police and firefighters’ pensions 
put the city over its tax levy when 
the budget was drawn. h: 

To comply with state statute, the 
city must reword its ordinance 
establishing the Department of 
Public Works and Safety. No 
changes within the department are 
involved. 

The council also will hear for the 
first time several applications for 
financing projects using industrial- 
development revenue bonds. Mak- 
ing requests are Dealer Label 
Manufacturing Corp. at Route 51, 
Ivy Hill Corp. in Fort Harrison 
Industrial Park, Allan Holweger 
and Judith Holweger, and the 

artnership of Robert F. Causey, 

ichael R. Farr and Larry W. 
Kirchner. 

Several transfers of funds within 
departments are being requested, 
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Smoke-detector measure seen“ 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


_ Approval of a city ordinance 
calling for smoke detectors in 
rental properties apparently is on 
its way toward pecere by the 
Terre Haute City Council following 
Thursday night’s sunshine session 
in which no one spoke against the 
measure. 

If approved, the measure 
becomes effective Jan. 1. 

In addition to the smoke-alarm 
ordinance, councilmen discussed 
establishing an area on Wabash 
Avenue from Ninth Street to 
Brown Avenue as an economic 
development target area. 

Both ordinances along with a 
number of other measures will be 
acted upon by council memebers 
during a monthly meeting at 7:30 

ursday in the courtroom of 
City Hall. 

incil L.E. “Gene” Frazier, 
D-Ist, author of the smoke-detector 
ordinance, said passage of the 
measure “would make landlords 
res nsible and liable.” 

razier described the ordinance 
“as good, simple and workable” and 
has met the approval of landlords, 
members of the apartment owners 
association and Fire Department 


officials. 

The ordinance requires smoke 
detectors outside each bedroom of 
rental properties and on each 
additional story of a family unit, as 
well as in basements. 

Tenants would be required to 
sign receipts that detectors are 
working properly. Tenants also 
would be required to maintain 
battery-powered alarms, while 
landlords would be responsible for 
those hooked into the electrical 
system of the ‘dwelling. 

By redesignating the area along 
Wabash Avenue from Ninth Street 
to Brown Avenue, commercial 
property owners could become 
eligible to apply for low-interest 
industrial revenue bonds. 

Last month the Economic De- 
velopment Commission declined to 
make a recommendation to the 
City Council on a request by Rural 
King of Mattoon, Ill., to obtain $1.2 
million in bonds to acquire the East 
Wabash Plaza shopping center at 
Wabash and Brown avenues. 

Despite the commission’s no- 
recommendation, the discount re- 
tailer of farm and household sup- 
plies purchased the property. 

A company spokesman request- 
ing anonymity acknowled eq 
Thursday that the building 


been purchased and deed ketorded] i 


“Our plans call for opening the 
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By Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A city ordinance calling for 
smoke detectors in all rented 
residential property within the city 
passed with no fanfare during a 
City Council meeting Thursday in 
City Hall courtroom. 

Harold Newby, president of the 
Apartment Owners’ Association, 
told the council his group found no 
fault with the ordinance and 
believed there should be detectors 
in rental units. 

The ordinance, which takes ef- 
fect Jan. 1, requires detectors 


outside each bedroom of rental 
properties and on each additional 
story of a family unit, including the 
basement. 

Landlords will be required to 
provide the detectors, and,tenants 
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approves 


must sign a receipt stating that 
detectors are working properly and 
will be required to maintain bat- 
tery-powered units. 

In addition to the smoke-detector 
ordinance, councilmen approved a 
$150,000 federal revenue-sharing 
appropriation to purchase police 
cars and $14,881.54 to buy two 
half-ton pickup trucks for the 
Cemetery Department. 

Councilman L.E. “Gene” Frazier, 
D-3rd, voted against the appropria- 
tion for police vehicles because 
Terre Haute Police Chief Gerald 
Loudermilk had failed to get bids 
on the vehicles before coming 
before the council. 

“If we advertise for bids’ next 
week, it would be November or 
December before the cars get in; if 
we have to wait until October or 
November [for funds to be ap- 
propriated), it'll be February or 


Community Affairs 


Cathy ere E CRE) 
SGetectors 


for rental property in city 


March” before the cars are 
available, Loudermilk told the 
council. ° 


“I don’t think some marked cars’ 
would make it until the first of the 
year.” 

He anticipates being able to buy 
14 or 15 cars with the $150,000. 

The council tabled a $137,000 
request for revenue-sharing funds 
from the Street Department 
because the department was uncer- 
tain how much requested -equip- 
ment would cost. The department 
would like to buy a street sweeper, 
a boom mower, a woodchipper, two 
snow blowers and two pickup 
trucks. 

“It’s not that I don’t want to give 
you what Pha need, I just want the 
facts and figures,” Councilman 
George Alsop, D-4th, said. “All I 

want is an idea of what it’s going 
to cost us.” 
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sewage plant: 


The legal spotlight is on city 
Councilman George Alsop, D-4th, 
after the Indiana Supreme Court 
decided Wednesday that city 
employees cannot serve on city 
councils. Alsop works at the city’s 
sewage-treatment plant. 

The Supreme Court decision 
grew out of a case involving an 
unsuccessful campaign by a Ham- 
mond policeman. It backs up a 
recent state Board of Accounts 
position that city employees cannot 
draw a second paycheck as coun- 
cilmen, said Dan Foley, spokesman 
for Indiana Attorney General 
Linley E. Pearson. ' 

Pearson told Mayor P. Pete 
Chalos he “had a definite problem” 
because of Alsop’s situation, Foley 


said. 

In the Hammond case, the high 
court said the policeman “would ... 
be sitting as a councilman, direct- 
ing salaries and expenditures for 
himself and his fellow city 
policemen in the executive branch 
of government, a patent violation of 
the division of city powers statute 
and conflict of interest.” 

The court did not disqualify city 


employees from running for city 
office. 

“It is not unusual ... in our 
political processes that persons in 
one department, whether on a local 
or state level, run for offices in one 
of the other branches of govern- 
ment, well knowing they could not 
serve in both capacities but con- 
templating, on their election to the 
office sought, that they would 
resign from the one held ...” reads 
the decision written by Justice 
Alfred Pivarnik. 

The decision directly affects 12 
policemen and firefighters around 
indiana who serve as city coun- 
cilmen, and 30 to 50 other city 
employees who sit on their city 
councils, Foley said. 

Local officials want a look at the 
10-page decision to see how it 
affects Alsop’s situation. 

Alsop said he had heard about 


the decision, but was “up in the air” 
until he knew the details. He said — 


he planned to consult with an 
attorney Wednesday. 

“My only concern is to get this 
cleared up,” said Alsop. He sought 
legal advice before running for the 
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council and was told he could serve 
in both positions. Now state of- 
ficials are changing the rules in 
midterm, he said. 

The Supreme Court decision 
clears the way for legal action if a 
city employee refuses to give up one 
of the two jobs. The state Board of 
Accounts previously said that as of 
June 30, no city council member 
could be paid as a city employee. 

Michael Claytor, deputy state 
examiner for the Board of Ac- 
counts, said the board had not met 
since the Supreme Court decision 
and he did not expect the ruling to 
change anything. 

The 1985 audits of city depart- 
ments will be released in 1986, 
Claytor said. If the audit shows 
double-dipping of salaries after 
June 30, the attorney general will 
be notified. 

Pearson’s office will then ask 
that the full-time salary be repaid; 
Foley said. If Alsop refused, Foley 
said the attorney general’s office 
would file a civil lawsuit against 
him in Vigo County on behalf of the 
state Board of Accounts. — 
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George Alsop is the person on 


spot, but at issue isn’t a person. It’s a 
principle. 

The Indiana State Supreme Court 
ruled last Wednesday, in a case 
involving another person and another 
city, that a city employee cannot serve 
on the city’s council. By extension, we 
presume that means county employees 
cannot serve on county councils and 
state employees cannot serve in the 
state legislature. 

In Terre Haute, it means George 
Alsop cannot continue to work at the 
city’s sewage treatment plant and 
serve as a city councilman. He must 
resign one or the other. Alsop and some 
of his many supporters have a quarrel 
with the court, arguing the rules have 
been changed in the middle of the 
game. Alsop says when he ran for 
council he was given some legal advice 
— he wouldn’t say by whom — that 
there would be no conflict in holding 
two positions in the same government. 

The lawyers whose opinion counts, 
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owever, ruled last week that there is 
a conflict. 

The state Supreme Court said a if a 
city policeman, for instance, “would be 
sitting as a councilman, directing 
salaries and expenditures for himself 
and his fellow city policemen in the 
executive branch of government, [it 
would constitute] a patent violation of 
the division of the city powers statute 
and a conflict of interest.” 

We have found fault many times 
with the logic and decisions of courts, 
but in this case we cannot. 

It makes good sense to us to prohibit 
a city employee from also being a city 
employer. It makes good sense to us 
that a councilman elected to serve as 
a the public’s check on the mayor 
should not at the same time be 
beholden to the mayor for his 
livelihood. 

It has nothing to do with Alsop or 
Mayor P. Pete Chalos — nothing to do, 
as it were, with the principals. It has 
to do with principles. 
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By Geto A aT Wardell 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Street Commissioner George 
Ralston stalked out of a special 
City Council meeting Thursday 
after he was questioned repeatedly 
about a $137,000 appropriation for 
purchasing street equipment. 

“I've been here three times and 
I've been treated the same way. 
Frankly, I’m getting a little tired of 
it!” Ralston said just before taking 
his walk. 

Ralston was responding to Coun- 
cilman L.E. “Gene” Frazier, D- lab 
who told Ralston, “I am ping to 
vote for this appropiationi pu 
going to watch it like a hawk 

The appropriation papeed,, € 6 0, 
although Councilman Ray Azar, 
D-38rd, refused to sign the measure. 
If Azar doesn’t sign it later, the 
whole appropriation will have to go 
through the process again. Two 
months is required for appropriat- 
ing funds. 

Ralston was zeġuesting federal 
revenue-sharing funds to purchase 
‘a boom mower, wood chipper, two 
leaf pickers and two pickup trucks. 
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Some council members feet 
Ralston should ask the council for 
less money and come back for more 
later if the need arises. They also 
want future fund requests to be 
submitted in an itemized estimate. 

Mayor P. Pete Chalos cautioned. 
the council that an estimate and a 
bid are not the same, and that if 
the estimate fell short of the bid, 
the body making the request would 
be back asking for more to cover 
the difference. 

Chalos told the council that if 
equipment bids were less than the 
appropriation, the surplus would 
revert to the revenue-s aring fund 
account. 

Azar said following the meeting 
that the council is a forum for 
asking questions. He added that if 
council meetings are not ap- 
propriate for questioning proposed 
legislation, then the council process 
should be bypassed. 

In other business, the council 
approved a request for $9 million in 
economic-development bonds for 
puechasing and renovating Foley 

all at St My y-of-the- Woods. The 
building would be. converte a ants 
low- to moderate-income Busine 
for the elderly. 
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The next move is up to George 
Alsop, but he may not receive one 
aych eck i in the wake of last week’s 
Indi iana Supreme Court decision 
that a city councilman cannot also 

be a city employee. 

Alsop, a Democratic councilman 
from the 4th District and a 
wastewater-treatment plant 
em sloyee, sought legal advice 
earlier this week. He said he had 
reviewed the court’s ruling but had 
not yet made a decision on a course 
of action. 

“| enjoy being a city councilman, 
I eniov .working with the peonle.” 
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Alsop said. He said other jobs were 
available to him and he may 
pursue those options. 

If Alsop decides to give up his 
City Council seat instead, the law 
says that vacancy must be filled by 
a vote of his party’s precinct 
committeemen. 

Dan Foley, a spokesman for 
Attorney General Linley E. 
Pearson, said the attorney general 
had told Mayor P. Pete Chalos he 
“had a definite problem” regarding 
Alsop’s position. 

Chalos said City Controller 
Tharan Geckeler had written to the 
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court over two- job status 
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state Board of Accounts, which 
would be responsible for pressing 
the two-paycheck case in court, 
requesting written information on 
the city’s next step. 

“We may need to hold one salary 
in escrow until George makes a 
decision, and George may also 
decide to go to court” over his 
status, Chalos said. 

Michael Claytor, deputy state 
examiner for the state Board of 
Accounts, said the attorney 
general's office would be notified if 
the 1985 audit showed Alson’s two- 


paycheck status ntti, a t 
June 30. The board had previously 
decided a city employee could not 
also draw a paycheck as a coun- 
cilman. 

Pearson’s office would then ask 
that Alsop’s full-time salary from 
the wastewater-treatment plant be 
repaid. If he refused, the attorney 
general’s office would file suit in 
Vigo County on behalf of the state 
Board of Accounts. 

The Supreme Court ruling, in- 
volving the unsuccessful campaign 
of a Hammond city policeman, said 
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e policeman “would ... be sitting 
as a councilman, directing salaries 
and expenditures for himself ani 
his fellow city policemen in t 
executive branch of government, a 
patent violation of the division of) 
powers oe and conflict of 
interest.” 

-Last week’ rf ij ‘ruling further 
clarifies the court’s opinion or 
potential conflict of interest. Foley 
said a 1984 Indiana Supreme 
Court decision prohibits | county, 
employees from s pgerving’: kon) ‘the 
county council. 
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Councilmen have a job to do, too 
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The Terre Haute streets depart- 
ment has had a much higher profile 
since George A. Ralston was ap- 
pointed streets commissioner back on 
June 13. All summer street sweeping 
machines and crews have seen places 
they haven't seen before. It has been 
so noticeable we’re actually looking 
forward to winter for the first time. 

We give the credit all to Ralston, 
the sixth streets commissioner in 
Mayor P. Pete Chalos’s five years of 
stewardship. Ralston came with good 
credentials. He’s an old pro at 
administering tough situations: 
Before joining the Chalos; ad- 
ministration, Ralston was regional 
director of the federal prison system 
and, before that, warden in always 
tough federal penetentaries. 

But Ralston’s experience at being 
the man in charge seemed to catch up 
- with him last Thursday when the 
Terre Haute City Council asked him 
questions about how he wanted to 
spent $137,000 of the taxpayers’ 
money. 

It’s safe to say Ralston didn’t like 
have his judgment questioned. After 


Affairs File 


pO NOT CIRLY" 


VIGO COU 


a volley of councilmanic questions 
about the need to purchase a boom 
mower, a wood chipper, two leaf 
pickers and two pickup trucks, 
Ralston stalked out of the council 
meeting saying, “I’ve been here three 
times and I’ve been treated the same 
way. Frankly, I’m getting a little 
tired of it.” i 

Calm down, George. This is gov- 
ernment. The council members are 
just doing their job, as Ralston does 
his. The council has every right — 
and responsibility — to ask until 
they understand and are satisfied 
that taxpayer money is being used in 
the best possible way. If they don’t, 
they can be replaced by the tax- 
payers. 

So long as councilmen and com- 
missioners all have the same single 
goal of making Terre Haute the best 
possible place to live and work we can 
endure the questions and inefficien- 
cies of government. If Ralston 
weren’t proposing changes and coun- 
cilmen werent asking questions, 
we'd be concerned that no one cared. 
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City Councitesen ‘ees Alsop, 
D-4th, will continue to receive two 
aychecks until he chooses 
Pape his council post and his job 
at the city’s wastewater-treatment 


plant. 

City Controller Tharon Geckeler 
said she had spoken with the state 
Board of Accounts on Friday and 
was advised to continue paying 
Alsop both salaries. The board will 
send the city a letter to verify that 
advice, Geckeler said. 

Alsop said Friday he is still 
considering whether to give up his 
job at the plant and seek employ- 
ment elsewhere, or whether to give 
up his council post. “It’s a decision 
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days,” he said. 

He said he has his future to think 
of, but he was also elected to 
represent his district. 

Meanwhile, Geckeler said the 
Board of Accounts intends to seek 
an attorney general’s opinion on an 
Indiana Supreme Court ruling 
Sept. 11 that said a city employee 
could not continue in his job if 
elected to the city council. The 
ruling, which grew out of a case 
involving the unsuccessful cam- 
paign of a Hammond policeman, 
said holding both jobs would be a 
conflict of interest. 
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The city will not be financially 
liable for paying the salary, said 
Michael Claytor, deputy examiner 
for the Board of Accounts. Finan- 
cial officials in other cities affected 
by the Supreme Court decision 
have been told the same thing: The 
person receiving two paychecks 
will be responsible for repayment, 
not the city. 7 "o 

Technically, because the Board 
of Accounts will not have its 1985 
audit ready until 1986, Alsop could 
continue in both jobs until then. 
But the board has said it will seek 
repayment from anyone found re- 
ceiving two salaries after June 30. 
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recommended $10.50. 

The agreement was reached dur- 
ing a City Council Finance Com- 
mittee meeting in City Hall at- 
tended by Mayor P. Pete Chalos 
and assistant street commissioner 
Bill Trout. 

The scaled-down wage request 
will be up for approval during 
November’s City Council meeting. 

Trout’s proposed $10.50 rate, 
raising a mechanic's annual pay to 
$19,760 from $12,760, met strong 
opposition from council members 
earlier this month. At $7.50, a 
mechanic would earn $15,600 in 
1986. 

Trout said, “Hydraulic repairs 
are killing us. Labor-wise, we'll 
save $25,000 to $28,000 a year by 
hiring a qualified mechanic.” He 
has estimated the city spent 
$72,000 last year contracting diesel 
and hydraulic repair work lê 
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Thursday’s Ci Council session 
promises a lively market for stockbrokers, 

ut not the bullish kind. The meeting is at 
7:30 p.m. in City Hall. 

On the agenda for the first time is an 
ordinance to authorize $175,000 in 
economic-development revenue bonds for 
Robert E. Causey, Michael R. Farr, and 
Larry Kirchner to buy and renovate a 
building at Sixth Street and Wabash 
Avenue. 

Kirchner, who is City Council president, 
and Causey are employees of A.G. 
Edwards and Sons stokebrokers. The 
building in question is the home of E.F. 
Hutton, whose representative argued un- 
successfully against the bonds during an 
Economic Development Commission meet- 


ing. 

Three other ordinances are to be in- 
troduced. One involves a contract with 
Public Service Indiana for five ornamental 
lights at the bus-transfer station at Fifth 
Street and Wabash Avenue. The cost is 
$20.20 per lamp per month. A second 
would establish a non-reverting fund for 
the Cemetery Department. The third 
waield establish a two-hour parking zone 
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on 24th Street, south of Poplar. 

A resolution involves a transfer of 
$16,469.31 from the Barrett Law Fund to 
the general fund. The Barrett Law was 
established several years ago to tax 
properties in an area where public im- 
provements, such as streets and sidewalks, 
were planned. According to state law, 
when the. money is no longer used for such 
improvements, money in the Barrett Law 
sufplus account can be transferred to the 
general fund. 

Also up for passage this time is a $5,000 
appropriation from the cumulative capital 
improvement fund to eliminate a traffic 
hazard — a triangle of land — at 16th 
Street and Elizabeth Avenue. Assistant 
city engineer John Wooden said the 
amount would cover appraisal costs and 
the costs of going through court, if the 
owners did not wish to sell. 

An ordinance to amend the municipal 
code of the city in accordance with state 
law would permit the mayor to make his 
own appointments to the Board of Public 
Works. Currently the city controller, city 
attorne¥ and citv engineer form the board. 
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By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A measure to increase the salary 
for a certified, first-class mechanic 
in the Street Department was 
returned to committee Thursday by 
the Terre Haute City Council. 
Assistant street commissioner 
Bill Trout asked that the matter be 
placed in committee for further 
discussion. 
Last week, Trout said he wanted 
the salary ordinance amended to 
hire a competent, qualified 
melanio T sould save ee ey > 
some of the 2,000 it spends a $ EAN phate a 
year in contracting repairs. Community Affairs File 
Under the proposal, a first-class >, 
certified inecbanic would be paid y 


$19,760 next year, compared to 
$12,760 now. 

Council President Larry 
Kirchner, D-3rd, said „after the 
meeting there were “a lot of 
unanswered questions.” 
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City opens several bids 
for fire street trucks 
Bids Counce Klett © bid hi arte eae pickup 


Department pumpers and Street trucks for Street Department. 


Department equipment and a plan 
was approved for installing street 
lights near Hone Creek Square 
during a city Board of Public Works 
meeting Wednesday. 

Hoosier Fire Equipment Inc. of 
Valparaiso bid a low $183,160 for 
the two fire trucks. Other firms and 
amounts were: Midwest Fire and 
Safety of Indianapolis, $195,136; 
Indiana Fire Apparatus Co. of 
Mays, $209,978; Arrow Fire Ap- 
paratus Corp. of Broken Arrow, 
Okla., $185,962; Michiana Mack 
Inc. of Mishawaka, $187,318, and 
FMC Fire Apparatus, Tipton. 
$206,612. 

Doan and Decker Ford Sales of 
3033 Wabash Ave. submitted a 


Brown Equipment Co. of Fort 
Wayne was awarded a $14,Z00 
contract for supplying the Street 
Department with a portable 
patching machine. 

Submitting bids for a new 
sweeper were: Indiana Equipment 
of Indianapolis, $55,999; Demis of 
Munster, $58,000; and Best Equip- 
ment of Indianapolis, $57,599. 

The city will pay Public Service 
Indiana $241 a month for the street 
lights on an access road leadin 
from Indiana 63 to Honey Cree 
Square and $128 a month for lights 
on Davis Avenue east of U.S. 41. 

Lights are being installed as part 
of the city’s annexation of 300 acres 
that include Honev Creek Sauare. 
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Council revolt lets citizen 


speak ag 
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By Patrick J. rhes “ONY Affairs File 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Over objections of Terre Haute City Council vice 
president Joe Duby, D-at large, a resident of 
Farrington’s Grove was permittedyto speak out 
Thursday against the proposed construction of a 
$17.3 million high-rise apartment complex at Sixth 
Street and College Avenue. 

Gary Totten of 1115 S. Fifth St. got approval from 
six council members to voice opposition to the 
project. Councilmen Larry Kirchner, D-at large, 
and Aa Alsop, D-4th, were absent. 

“They [Independent Living Centers of North 
America] promised to meet with the residents and 
so far we have not been approached,” Totten said. 
“This is a breach of faith on their part,” 

Duby, filling in for Kirchner, who is council 

resident, attempted to disallow Totten to speak. 

hat drew a strong protest from Councilman Ray 
Azar, D-3rd. 

“I think Mr. Totten should be allowed to address 
the council,” Azar said. 

When Duby attempted to block Totten’s address, 
Azar was forced to make a motion to allow Totten 


against proposal 


to speak. Other council members sided with Azar. 

Eric Frey, attorney for the Economic Develop- 
ment Commission, said he was told that represen- 
tatives from Independent Living plan to meet with 
residents of Farrington’s Grove within the next two 
weeks in an attempt to resolve differences. 

Farrington’s Grove residents have said they do 
not want the high-rise complex at the area. 

Indiana Vocational Technical College Founda- 
tion, owner of the property at 1000 S. Sixth St. 
where St. Anthony Hospital formerly sat, has 
signed an option to sell the property to the 
Kentucky firm. 

Council members next month will vote on 
designating the property an economic development 
target area that will pave the way for approving 
economic-development bonds for constructing the 
complex. mf 

During the council’s sunshine meeting that 
followed the special session, council heard a 
favorable recommendation for placing two-hour 
parking signs on 24th Street south of Poplar Street. 

Also, Parks and Cemetery Superintendent 
Patrick R. Ralston asked permission to establish a 
non-reverting fund for the cemeteries with monies 
bequeathed to the city to buy flowers and repair 
cemeterv markers. -~ . 
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The City Council meets at 7:30 
p.m. today to consider boosting 
mechanics pay at the Street De- 

artment and designating a corner 
of Harding Avenue and Crawford 
Street as an economic development 
target to aid in constructing an 
insurance claims office. 

Business matters also include 
fund transfers, including $25,000 
for the police and nearly $60,000 
for the Street Department. 

Council will also act on an 
inducement resolution allowing! 
Signature Inns Inc. to negotiate a’ 
low-interest $4 million loan using, 
economic development bonds for’ 
purchasing and renovating. 
Howard Johnson Motor Lodge at 
3033 Dixie Bee Road. 

Another inducement. resolution: 
would allow Fleschner and’ 
Fleschner law offices to acquire) 
$220,000 in economic development 
bonds to construct new law offices 
at Harding Avenue and Ohio 
Street._ = 
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Indy developer gives wrong 
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figures on beds to council 
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Freeman, who is seeking $2 million 
in economic revenue bonds to 
construct a 60-bed nursing facility 
near Union Hospital, gave false 
information to the City Council last 


week, a local nursing-home ad- 
ministrator told the council Thurs- 


ike Cahill, administrator of 
Maplewood Manor at 500 Maple 
Ave., said Vigo County has only 11 
Medicare/Medicaid beds available 
— not 48 as claimed by Freeman. 
Cahill said he obtained figures this 
week from the state Board of 
Health. 

Board of Health official John 
Cuson confirmed Friday that Vigo 
County has only 11 Medicare/ 
Medicaid beds available through 
1988. 

Freeman told council members 
last week that the state Board of 
Health approved 48 Medicare/ 
Medicaid fede for his proposed 
facility. The remaining 12 beds 
Freeman said would be for private 
paying patients. 


“That’s just not true,” Cahill told 
council members. 

Cahill said his nursing home 
presently contains 70 empty beds, 
and other nursing homes in the 
county also have available private 
paying beds. . 

“We can overbuild, but someone’s 
going to pay the price,” Cahill said. 

He said he wasn’t opposed to 
competition but wanted the council 
to know there aren’t 48 Medicare/ 
Medicaid beds available in the 
county. k 

Cahill was asked to appear 
before the council next month 
before final action is taken on 
Freeman’s $2 million bond request. 
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Public missing, from | ní 


Counc: Community 


No one ad Kh for a 
publie hearing on applications for 

deral Urban Development Action 
Grants for Terre Haute First Corp. 
and Ivy Hill Packaging. 

Terre Haute First is seeking a 
$700,000 grant for helping con- 
struct a $9 million four-story bank 
building and four-story parking 
garage, city economic-development 
administrator Darrell Auterson 
said. 

Those buildings will be west of 
the bank’s main office at 643 


kal Red The bank’s new 
facility will employ 75 to 100 
persons. 

Auterson said the bank has also 
applied for $10 million in low- 
interest economic-development 
bonds for financing the project. 

Ivy Hill wants $500,000 in 
UDAG funds for helping buy new 
equipment, Auterson said. That 
company also has applied for $3 
million in economic-development 
bonds. 


ffairs eti n g 


Purchase of the new equipment 

and remodeling of the plant at Fort 
Harrison Industrial Park are ex- 
pected to create 90 to 95 jobs. 
_ The City Council is scheduled to 
act on the two UDAG applications 
tonight before they are forwarded 
for consideration before Nov. 27 to 
the U.S. Housing and Urban De- 
velopment office in Indianapolis. 

HUD is to decide on the applica- 
tions within 60 days, Auterson 
said. 
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-By Patrick J. Barnes 
‘Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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Vigo County Council approved 

$55,450 to pay salaries of hourly 
‘employees at the County Home for 
the remainder of 1985 and honored 
Gordon Geckeler for his 12 years as 
‘a councilman Tuesday. 
` Geckeler is resigning from the 
council Jan. 1. 
_ County Home administrator 
‘Kath Voll told council that addi- 
tional money needed for hourly 
employees had not been figured 
into the 1985 budget. 


council 
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Council President Charles 
Fouty, who relinquished his post to 
Geckeler for Tuesday’s session, told 
Voll, “You’ve got one hell of a job. 
I wouldn’t take it for double the 
money.” 

Fouty also praised Geckeler, who 
announced his resignation last 
month. He and his wife are to move 
from his councilmanic district. 

“Gordie was the man who called 
me election night in 1978 to 
congratulate me on my victory as a 
councilman and offered his as- 
sistance,” Fouty said. “I’ve never 
known Gordon to play partisan 
politics.” 
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approves funds 
pay hoime’s hourly employees 


City OKs bonding 
for ret for retirement home 


By Patrick J. Bares! © 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


BEUS A A E a 
Terre Haute City Council on Thursday 

approved $17.3 million in economic-de- 

velopment bonds for construction of a high- 

rise retirement center at the former St 

Anthony Hospital property at 1000 

Sixth St. 
The ordinance authorizing the Kentucky 

firm to construct the high-rise com ae 

was approved with the blessing of 

rington’s Grove Historical are “~ —_ 
Farrington’s Grove residents told the we =- APEI > 

council in a letter that company officials Community Affairs Fife 

have met with them, and residents look 

forward to working with developers on 

designing the structure. 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


VIGO COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


Vigo County Public Library, 


rt 
Council 
Community airs File 
faces zone 
Ts DEC |] 
questioñ 


Terre Haute City Councils 
monthly sunshine esting Thurs- 
day night will include discussion of 
an ordinance to rezone the former 
St. Anthony Hospital property at 
1000 S. Sixth St. to accommodate 
construction of a multimillion- 
dollar high-rise retirement center. 

The property is owned by Ivy 
Tech Foundation. 

Council meets at 7:30 p.m. in the 
City Hall courtroom. 

he rezoning ordinance is 


needed before Independ ng 
Center of North ica can build 


the retirement center. 

Council has approved $17.3 
million in economic-development 
bonds for constructing the apart- 
ment center. 


Another ordinance calls for de- 


signating property owned by 
Hamilton anise and Signature 
Inns Inc. as economic-development 
target areas. That move would 
allow both to receive economic- 
development bonds. 

Hamilton Center has applied for 
$740,000 worth of bonds while 
Signature wants $4 million in 
bonds to'help finance a $6.5 million 
renovation project at Howard 
Johnson Motor Lodge at 3033 Dixie 
Bee Road í 


__ Signature also is seeking to have 
the property designated as an 
economic revitalization area which 
would entitle the firm to property- 
tax breaks on new investment. 

A 5.2-acre tract of city-owned 
land on Prairieton Road may be 
declared an economic revitalization 
area for tax-abatement purposes. 
The land, north of a city firehouse 
on Margaret Avenue, may be sold, 
Mayor P. Pete Chalos said. 

Chalos has said Western Tar 
Products has expressed an interest 
in the property. j 


è 
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A City Council Traffic Commit- 
jep meets Monday to discuss a 
ar to declare property on“ 
Prairieton Road near Margaret 
venue an economic revitalization 
a for granting property-tax 
reaks on new investment. 
onthe council tabled the measure 
‘last mon th. 
: Western Tar Products orp, of 
Prairieton Road has ex- 
pressed interest in buying the 5.2- 
acre tract of city-owned land north 
ofa no P on Margaret 
aA ayor P. Pete Chalos has 
said 
The EA committee, headed 
by Councilman L.E. “Gene” 
ier, D-1st, also is to discuss 
city Cathe c flow and par in the 
ie enn lot, chie agputy 
ansard said. 
A E atie meets at 6:30 
p.m. in the third-floor conference 
‘room ef Citv Hall 
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By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Terre Haute City Council adopted a 
resolution during a special session Thurs- 
day authorizing the city to apply for two 
grants totaling $375,000 for lending to Ivy 
Hill Packaging Corp 

_ Ivy Hill wants $150, 000 for reconstruct- 

inginome railroad tracks in Fort Harrison 

ustrial Park and $225,000 for buying 
aee equipment, city Economic 
Development Administrator Darrell 
Auterson told the council. 

The city would apply for the state 
Commerce Department funds and lend 
them to Ivy AT said. 


A council sunshine session for discussing 
mext week’s council agendafollowed the 
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special meeting. During that discussion: 


Ready to build 


Terry Wilson of 441 S. 15th St. told 
council members that he plans to rebuild 
a private club at the corner of 13th and 
Crawford streets, where the Odd Fellows 
Lodge was destroyed by fire in June. 
Wilson wants that property rezoned from 
single-family residential to limited com- 
munity commerce. 

An executive committee of the Vigo 
County Area Plan Commission approved 
the rezoning Wednesday. 


Breaks sought 


Greg Stewart of Western Tar Products 
at 2525 Prairieton Road told council 
members the company is seeking property- 
tax breaks on new investment for buying 
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-air- and wdter-polluttgn-coMtrel equip- 


ment. i ; 

“Our intent is not to expand,” as 
said. “We’ve already spent nearly $100,000 
this year on our air and odor problems.” 

Councilman L.E. “Gene” Frazier, D-1st, 
said the company “should be commended 
for their efforts to clean up odor problems.” 

7 


Voices silent 


No one was present to voice opposition 
to a rezoning ordinance of the former St. 
Anthony Hospital property at 1000 S. 
Sixth St., where a multimillion-dollar 
high-rise retirement center has been 
proposed. The property is owned by Ivy 
Tech Foundation. 

_ The rezoning is needed for a Kentucky 
firm to construct the $17 million retire- 
ment center. 3 
rie 
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-By Patrick J. Barnes, ; 
_Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Mayor P. Pete Chalos said Monday the city 
needs an “ordinance with teeth in it” to keep 
trains and malfunctioning signals from 
blocking railroad crossings excessively. 

| “Arrests [of railroad conductors and 

_ engineers] aren’t going to solve the problem, 

ut fines against the railroads will certainly 
somebody’s attention,” Chalos tolc 

acil traffic committee. —— 


_ Committee Chairman L.E. “Gene” Frazier, ' to elin 
-Ist, called the meeting for preparing an- 


Fines will get attention 
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ordinance for the City Council to consider. 

Earlier this month Councilman James 
Cook, R-5th, said the city’s railroad crossing 
ordinance is grossly outdated and needs 
revision. ae ee, fad 

The city’s existing ordinance, adopted in 
1970, calls for a fine of $25 to $100 and not 
more than a 30-day jail sentence for blocking 
a crossing longer than five minutes. 

That fine, Chalos said, should be raised to 
$300 — the maximum allowed by state law. 


tain Cook had advocated a $500 fine, while 
a City r Railroads have a $1,000. 


a ve a responsibil ity to the city 
n ade blocked crossings and malfu 
tioning signals,” Chalos said. ii 
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ordinance with teeth’ 


„— Avenue malfunction constantly. - 
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Police Chief Gerald Loudermilk told the 
committee in a letter that police don’t know 
who to arrest at a blocked crossing and 
especially when signals malfunction. i 

Chalos said police have been instructed to 
maintain a list of blocked crossings and 
malfunctioning signals. é 

Cook said he has received numerous 
complaints about malfunctioning crossing 
signals throughout the city. 

Cook added that crossing signals on North 
Seventh Street and at 19th Street and Maple 
Cook said, cause people 
the signals or to drive around the 
barricades. ei 


The malfunctions, 
nt 


